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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE celebrity of the metropolis of the 
Britifh empire, and that natural wifli 
which the intelligent among its inhabitants 
muft have to be acquainted with the remark- 
able things it cpntains, have given encou- 
ragement to very many publications, intended 
to anfwcr the purpofe of information con- 
cerning them. Thofe who have the oppor- 
tunity of confulting many of thefe, need not 
be told, that they confift, for the moft part, 
of compilations, extraCl^d^without judgment 
or enquiry, from a few original writers ; care 
being taken, at the fame time, to conceal the 
obligation, becaufe a difclofure of the thqft 

. would have fhewn too effeSually of what 
fhreds a,nd patches they are compofed. The 
original author of this work was not one of 

- this pjlfcying ffaternity, and the editor, wfao 
V i A 2 now 
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now republifhes it with more than an equal 
quantity of additions, is ambitious to follow* 
his example. Whether he has at all fuc- 
ceeded in taking up the pen of fo great a 
mafter, muft be left to the judgment of that 
public for whofe ufe it was done; but there 
are fome things of which even he who is the 
aftor, is enabled to judge and fpeak with 
propriety. On this account he aflures the 
world, that he has ftriflly attended to things, 
and not to men ; and is, therefore, perfeftly 
confcious of having afted \^ith the mod abfo- 
lute impartiality. He has been careful to 
vifit every place, or thing, treated of. This, 
in reality, is To much the duty of a writer of 
a book of this kind, that many readers will, 
•perhaps, wonder to find it mentioned here ; 
yet there are many others who, having been 
difappointed by modern books of the fort 
we have flefcribed, will be ready to allow, 
that 5t is an advantage not only eftimable but 
fcarce. It would not, perhaps, be modeft to 
fpeak much in commendation of the merit of 
the original review ; and to thofe who have 
penetration enough to diftinguifh the pro- 
'du£lioRS of genius, slttended by ^delkacy of 

taflf, 
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lafte, and livelinefs of wit, it will not be nc- 
ceffary. Several confiderable defe6ls in va- 
rious parts of the town, which were cenfured 
by our author, have fince been attended to 
and remedied; large additions have been 
made on all fides, and no fmall number of 
works of merit and importance have appeared, 
particularly in Weftminfter-abbey. Thefe 
have been carefully^ attended to, and the plan 
itfelf, in fome meafure, enlarged, by admit- 
ting fach hiftorical accounts as appeared to be 
interefting or neceffary. The preface, or 
cflay, is entirely written by Ralph, and the 
other parts of his work are diftinguiflied by 
inverted commas. 
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PREFACE, 



B B I K O A 1C 



E. S SAY OH TASTE^ 



WHAT we underftand by Talle, is the 
peculiar relifli that we feel for any 
^ agreeable objeft; and is more or lefs perfeft, - 
according to the degree of judgment we em- 
ploy in diftinguifhing its beauties. It ought 
always to be founded on truth, or veri-fimi- 
litude, at leaft; but we often .find it to be 
only the child of opinion, or the mere refult 
of accident. 

True tafte is not to be acquired without 
inEnite toil and ftudy, and we are generally 
too indolent to accept of an advantage on / 
fuch terms. This is the real occafion why a 
falfe one is fo apt to prevail; and, on a divi- 
fion of mankind, would number three to one ' 
' / >4 ia 
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in its own favour. All men are fond of 1)c- 
ing eftecmed witty, wife, or learned; but 
they are willing to procure their reputation 
as eafily as poffible. 

They have fenfe enough to obferve, how 
cheaply this is acquired by the humour of 
fafliion, to the prejudice of true underftand- 
ing and genuine politenefs ; and we arc zcal- 
ous4n promoting the follies we intend to prac- 
tife. Like men of much ambition and narrow 
fortune, we counterfeit the gaiet)r-^we-ean 
never purcbafe; and frugally flatter ourfelves, 
that our tinfel will be miftaken for the real 
gptd it was intended to imitate. 

I am forry to fay, it is in my power to ap- 
peal to numberlefs fa6ls for the truth of this 
affertion. Nothing is fo common as the affec- 
tation of tafte, and hardly any thing is fo feldom 
found as the reality. Indeed, the misfortune 
is infeftious, and a variety of incidents agree 
to make ft almoft univerfal. Bad principles of 
education when young ; an ill choice of ac- 
cjuaintance, at entering into the world; the ig- 
norance of thofe that undertake to inform us; 
and continual prejudices of our own. But 
the frequency or confirmation of an evil, 

Ihould 
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Ibould never difcourage us from endeavour- 
ing to furmount it ; and even if it be grown 
quite defperate, there is the more ncceflity 
for oppofing it with the greater vigour. 

There is fo much depends on a true tafte, 
"with regard to elegance, and even to morali- 
ty, th^t I cannot refill the temptation of 
throwing in my mite to the publick, and re- 
commending, to the utmoft of my power, what 
I judge to be of fo much advantage. The 
defign of fchools, the ufe of univerfities, the 
benefit of converfation, fhould all center in 
this great point; and no one can properly be 
ftiled a gentleman, who has not made ufe of 
every opportunity to enrich his own capacity, 
and fettle the elements of tafte, which he may 
improve at leifur^. There are numbers of 
perfons, who may juftly claim reputation for^ 
a fingle excellence, that jn all others are de- 
feSive and inconfiderable, merely for the want 
of this general accomplifhment. A good 
tafte is the heightener of every fcience, and 
the polifti of every virtue; it is the friend of 
fociety, and the guide to knowledge; it is 
the improvement of pleafure, and the teft of 
merit. By this we enlarge the circle of en- 
A 5 joyment, 
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joyment, and refine upon happinefs. It en- ' 
ables us to diftinguifh beauty wherever we 
find it, and to deteft error in all its difguifes* 
It obliges us to behave with decency and ele- 
gance, and quickens our attention to the 
good qualities of others. In a word, it is the r 
affemblage of all propriety, and the center : 
ofa 11 that is amiable. 

Truth and beauty include all excellence; . 
•and, together with their oppofites, are the 
only objeCls for the exercife of our cenfure ^ 
or admiration. The rightly diftinguifhing of 
them is the proof of a good tafte, and what : 
naturally leads to the perfeftion of judgment 
aod apprehenfion. Truth fhould be confi-^ 
dered as the defign in painting, and beauty* 
the colouring and decoration. Falfehpod and 
deformity are the contrails of the groupe, . 
and to be able to deleft the one, we fhould.be . 
capable of admiring the other. The mind, 
which is always employed in contemplating^ 
the firft, or condemning the laft, will be par* • 
tial in its knowledge, and unjuft in its deci- . 
fion. Prejudice, on either fide, is foreign to 
a good tafte; and yet, through the frailty of 

humank 
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luHtan nature, both may meet in the fame 
perfon together* 

rCoacquire that excellence perfeflly, there- 
fbre, we muft be impartial in our enquiry, and 
cool in our judgment; quick to apprehend^ 
and ready to determine what is an eiror, and 
what a beauty ; carefully examining when wc 
condemn if the defeft is not in our mind ;; 
and when we praife, whether we truly un* 
dwiland the objeft of our approbation. 
Many a miftake has. been made by notob- 
ferving this rule.. Beauties have been cen- 
fiired for want of underftajiding, and others 
cxiolfed becaiife in the mafque of truth. 

To reduce thefe hints into praftice, I would 
again obferve, that the influence of a good 
tafte is to be extended much farther than is 
generally imagined. It is not confined only 
to^ writings of every kind, but intimately re- 
gards painting and fculpture; comprehends . 
the whole circle of civility and good man- 
ners, and regulates life and conduft, as well, 
as- theory and fpeculation.- In every one of 
thefe relations, it is always to be obferved both 
in- judging and afting. For want of it, in all, 
we fee.daily a tboufand abfurdities that polite*- , 
* A 6 nefs> 
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nefe would be aihamed of, and reafon. con^ 
demn; pertnefs paffes for wit ; dulnefs for di- 
corutn; lewdnefs for humour; diffimulatiojl 
for honour; and vanity for every accompjifli- . 
ment. 

It is hard to determine, whether there be an 
internal difference in the effence of foi^Js-, or 
whether they exert themfehres. more or lefs 
vigoroufly, in proportion to the delicacy of 
the organs of the body they inform, or whe- 
ther the force of education, habit, or focieiy 
gives a fuperior turn to the genius that pofc 
feffes thefe advantages. 

It is certain, there is a wide differeijce in 
men; and, whatever is the caufe, fome are 
diftinguilhed by fo many perfi^Qions, as al- 
moft elevate them above the rank of their 
fellow-creatures, and fet them at an awful 
jdiftance, for the vulgar of mankind to won- 
der at. 

But how great foever is the capacity, in- 
finite toil and labour are neceffary to form it 
into beauty and regularity. So many diffi- 
culties are to be furmounted, fo many morti- 
fications are to be endured, and fuch a laby- 
rinth of knowledge is to be ftruggled through, 

that, 
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that/ wer^ no^ ambition to proiBpt Os, ^nd 
y^fiity to flatter, &arc;^ one in a tboufand r 
vrould have the courage to undertake fo ar- 
dupu^^ ta£k; and not; o^ie in five hundred of 
them have the refolution, or addrefs, to ac- 
compliftt the end th^y had in view. The very 
profpeft would frighten us from attempting it; 
eitl^r paffion, or indolence, would hinder our 
attaining it. But very few arrive even at the 
point they propofed. None can fay th^y 
ha^ve finifhed their journey ; knowledge U, 
infinite, and when, mortality ha& fpun out its 
lateft thread in the purfbit, we look forward 
wkh aftonifhment at the unbounded fcene 
before us, and backward with contempt at, 
the little portion our whole lives could com- 
pafs^ 

. Nature feems to have done as much £or us . 
as we can do for ourfelves, and the utmoft 
of our endeavours can do little more than 
regulate and polifli the hints that arife from 
her. What is learnrng, but a colJeSion of 
that knowledge which nature bad infpired? 
And what politenefs, but a refinement on 
thofe pleafures which Ihe has dictated ? Let 
ua look upon the grave and ferious among 

the 
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the vulgar^ and w6 fhali fee ceconomy anU^ ^ 
morality in tniniature, and both as perfeft as^ ' 
isliccdful to their circumftandss. Let us ob-' ' 
ferve the frolic and gay amongft them ; their v 
pkafures are the fame as ^urs, and they are- - 
eqXially attached to the decofation^ of cle- • 
garice: , 

Ha^ riefined and modifc luKury a fihgle en- > 
jdyment that they do not admire, and per- 
fe81y imitate ? Let us purfue this thought a 
little farther, and we ihall' find our poetry^ 
painting, ftatuaryi and mufic, indulged among 
thiem; and, as in their original, labouring 
for perfeQion, What gathers togcthet?, the 
numerous crowds that liften to a wretchedi 
fong in every ftreet, but the rapture-which; : 
poetry never fails to inlpire, and that foftnfi^; [ 
of heart which engages the attention^ and 
charms 'every faculty? Why are their walls;, 
hung with fcurvy piftures; but becaufe their 
hearts delight in every imitation of nature, 
and whatever they are fond of they are will- 
ing to poffefs ? Inftead of ftatuary they have * 
images of wax, of earth, of clay, and of 
plaifter, in abundance, made fine with paint- 
ing and gilding, to atone for the want of true 
& beauty, . 
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beauty, and real excellency. How many of ; 
them are fo inchanted with mufic, as to make . 
it the bufinefs of theif lives, and fomctimes - 
praftife it with fuccefs ? All, in general, bear i 
witnefs to its . power, and, like Amphion's 
fiocks and ftones, are tranfported with har- 
mony. Such is the mechanical influence ; 
that the rudeft fketch of beauty and pleafure 
has upon the mod low, uncultivated minds, « 
and fo general is the confeflion of all man-* 
kind in their favour ! 

I think I may be indulged too in recom- . 
mending this thought to men of education . 
and quality. I think fuch ftudies, and fuch : 
employments, would afford them more fatis- • 
fa6lion than the prefent mode of diverfions, j 
and would be far more worthy of their cha- . 
rafters. Nature, it is.plain, points them out . 
to their confideration, and their own ftations . 
in life fhouJd'make them their infeparable 
companions. But inftead of that, I fpeak it i 
with great concern, there are very few who 
have not .ftrbve to mortify their relilh for ' 
them, and done a violence to nature, in com- * 
piiment.to faftiion. Gaming and horfe-races ' 
are now the amufements in vogue ; and there t 

are 
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^re few who h4ve courage enough to declare 
againft them, even though they are contrary 
to their inclinations. True politenefs feems 
in' difgrace with mankind, and it is even 
thought very abfurd to be its advocate. 
Where is the perfpn who glories in being her 
admirer, in ftemmingthe torrent of barbarifm 
in^ an abandoned age, and doing juftice to 
learning and virtue ? Where is thd guardian 
genius to merit, its nurfe^ its patron, its 
friend, its father ? Hence it is, that folly and 
affe6tation become uriiverfal ; and elegance 
and knowledge are fo little regarded^ The 
man with. haJf a head appears as wife npw, 
as^ Janus of old with two. The imaginary 
diflference of ftature between the moderns and 
the Antediluvians, is hardly more remark- 
able, than the real diminution of the wit of 
this age, in comparifon with that of the laft. 
We are quite degenerating to Lilliputians, a 
race of dapperwits ; and there is not above a 
hair's breadth difference between us and our 
leadei;s, If any of my readers ihould be 
vain enough to difbelieve m^, I refer him ta 
my pupil for demonftration. In ftiort, the 
man yiho ventiures barely to recommend a 

good 
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good ts^, is gaszed at as a monfter, the 
growth of another clime, and, without quef- 
tion, we fhould be glad of a new Don 
Quixote, to deftroy him as an enemy to our 
repofe. 

I fhall clofe this preface with fome remarks 
on architeflure in general ; which I find 
ready drawn up to my hand, in the preface 
to a book lately publilhed under the title of 
The Builder's Diftionaiy : a book which 
contain the elements of the whole art, and 
which it is neceflary every judge, as well as 
artift, fhould underfland. 

Archit^6lure is one of thofe arts which ne- 
ceffity has made univerfal. From the time 
that men firfl felt the inclemencies of the fea- 
fonSj.it had its beginning ; and accordingly iy 
has fpread wherefoever the feverities of the 
climate demanded fhelter or fliade. It is to 
be traced in the Indian's hut, and the Ice- 
lander's cave ; and flill fhews, in thofe bar- 
b^ous parts of the globe, from what mean 
original it rofe to it^ prefent glpry. As dif- 
trefs was the parent of it, fo convenience was 
the firfl objeft it regarded. Magnificence 
and decoration were the reiult of fome long 

refinement, 
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refinement, and ' defigned to <lattfer the often- .; 
tatipn of the owners. Politenefe is but a ; 
mbre delicate term for luxury r -and was it not 
natural for men to grow wanton With eafe and. ^ 
affluence, all the fciences in general had'laid ' 
ink£live, nor ever ilarted into b^ing. 

It is eafy to conclude from hence, that 
conveniency fhould ftill be the builder's firft * 
view. Every ftrufture is raifed to anfwer 
fome particular end ; and the moft obvious ^ 
arid fimple means are always the bfeft to bbtain - 
it.^ ' When fuch a plan as this is unifortiily " 
and confiftently laid ; when all its lifes may *• 
b^ comprehended at a firigle glance*,' and all 
appear undeniably • reafonable and perfeft; ^ 
then the artift is at' liberty to add grandeur * 
and elegance to ftrength ^nd propriety, ^nd 
fihifh the whole with the full fplendour of ^ 
beauty and grace. * 

By this divifion of architefture into beauty ' 
and life, it will' be demonftraMe to every ^ 
reader, that it is partly an art, arid partly a ^ 
fcie'nce; the firft is mechanical, andthelaft ^ 
the refult of genius and fuperior underftand^' ^ 
ing. One calls in all the aid of fancy and 
imaginatioh, grows poetical in defign,- and - 

piftu* 
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pifturefque in decoration ; the other lays 
down fixed and ftated rules, proceeds in the * 
fainie invariable track of reafoning, and comes ' 
always to the fame conclufions. Hence it ■ 
happens, that many an excellent workman ' 
has proved himfelf a mere mechanic ; and 
many a furprifing genius, that he was ignorant 
of the very principles of the art he ittade it ' 
his profeflion to underftand. To make a ' 
thorough mafter, both muft be united; for 
the propriety of a plan is feldom attended to, 
and feldomer underftood ; and a glaring pile 
of beauty, without ufe, mocks the poffeflTor ' 
with a dream of grandeur he can never enjoy. ' 

-After this fliort introduftion, the author * 
proceeds to point out what are the true foun- ^ 
dations of this notte art, and begins with 
Arithmetic, as being the groimd-work of men-* ] 
furation, either as to extent or folidity; as * 
being the medium of all calculation, and the ' 
only road to- any degree of pradlical know* * 
ledge in the mathematicks. i 

Geometry follows in the next place, and is ' 
indeed the foundation t|iat all ftudents muft - 
build upon, fince it is impoffible to attain ta' 
any perfeftion in architefture without it. I 

\"-^ It 
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It is geometry that lays down all the firft prin- 
ciples in. building, that adjufls all bearings 
and proportions, and meafures pointij, an- 
gles, and folidities. In fliort, there is no 
being matter of architecture, without be- 
ing perfeS in all the parts of geometry ; and 
he that is fo, though he may eri; in decora- 
tion, can never do the fame either in ftrength 
or proportion. 

Mafonry, or the mechanical means of raif- 
ing perpendiculars, turning arches, erefting 
bridges, and forming ftair -cafes, is another 
branch of this art, and muft be underftood 
with great accuracy and readinefs, as being 
the execution of the whole which the ftudent 
defires to learn. 

Levelling and Hydraulicks are likewife of 
great importance to the builder; the firft at 
once enabling him to underftand good fitua- 
tions, or amend them if they are otherwife; 
and the laft, of coui-fc, direfting the convey- 
ance of water, the draining of low grounds, 
and teaching the whole fecrets of coUefting 
refervoira, or afterward* employing them fo, 
the bcft advantage. In fhort, on thefe de- 
pend both the^ neceflary ufe of the water for 

family 
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family fupply, and alfo all the beautiful ef- 
fe&s that can refult from it in gardens, by 
bafons, fountains, cafcades, &c. 

Mechanicks is another eflential in this no- 
ble fert. It is by underftanding their power 
and efFefl:, that fuch machines are contrived 
as alone are able to raife up the heavy mate- 
rials to buildings of any confiderable height, 
or etnpty waters from a bottom, or drain a 
level, or force them upwards, as art would 
difeO:, or neceflity require. 

Thefe^ with the art of fketching and draw- 
ing, are all the differeht branches of ftudy 
which are neceflary to form a compleat me- 
chanical ar<!hiteQ:. But when he is thorough- 
ly initiated in them all, fo as not to err either 
in principles or praftice, if he cannot add as 
much knowledge more of his own in their 
ufe and application, he will be fit for nothing 
mdre thism the overfeer of a work, or a judge 
of the mere methods to carry on and finilh 
<he whole. 

The fcience of defignirig is ftill wanting to 
form a great mafter, or produce fuch plans 
as would vie with the ancient beauties of 
<Jree<Se and Rbnie, ^Sut-if this is not in the 

genius, 
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genius, it is never to be learned. To be abJe 
to enter into this fecret, the ftudent muft have 
great natural parts, a noble and fruitful impi- 
gi nation i a thorough infight and acquaintance 
with beauty, and judgment fedate and cool 
enough to form a juft and delicate tall^* 
Without taftc, even genius itfelf wanders 
blindfold, and fpends itfelf in vain. Ge- 
nius is, indeed, the firft quality of the foul i 
but tafte muft be added, or we fhall cenfure 
the wildernefs, inftead of admiring the beauty; 

. we ftiall be diflatisfied with the irregularity, , 
inftead of being pleafed with the magni- 

. ficence. 

But though genius cannot be learned, it 

. may be improved ; and though the gift of 

, deftgning is born with a man, it may be me« 

, thodized by ftudy and obfervation. 

The principal points, therefore, that the 

. defigner Ihould have in view, are, firft, con-« 
venicnce, as has been hinted at already, and 
then beauty and magnificence. With regaifd 

. to convenience, few direftions can be given, 
fince it means no^more than contriving all the 
requifites belonging to your plan, ift the moft 
dear and elegant manner^ and then laying 

out 
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tmi the fpace th^y are to be ranged in with 
the tnoft perfefl: order and oeconomy. As 
%o beamy and magnificenfce, they are theoi- 
felves neyer to be exhaufted ; and though 

• tniny volufties have been written on them al- 
ready, as many more n^ight ftill be added, > 

Simph'city is generally uriderftood to be 
the ground-Mrork , of beauty, and decoration 

; of magnificence. It is certain the finer parts 
a building is compbfed of, if they are ha^r- 
monized with elegance and proportion, the 
more beautiful it appears. The eye is beft 
fetisfied with feeing the whole at once, npt 
in travelling from, objefl: to objeQ:; for th$n 
the whole is comprehended with pain and dif- 

' fkulty, the attention is broken, and we forget 
one moment what we had obfqrved another. 
But a x:oritraft of figure muft bepreftrved 

\ even in the midfl: of this fimplicityi. It is in 
a building as in mufic; the parts are. various 

- and difagreeihg in themfelves,:tili reconciled 
by the fluil ^d judgment of. the matter. A 

• famenefs of form betrays a poverty of ima- 
X gination ; and is^the (ame iii architefture, as 

dulnefs in writing: theroind is glutted with 

it infUntly, aad mms away.diflatrsfied. It 

» -^ . ' isj 
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is, therefore, a principal thing to be regatrdcd 
by the ftudent, to <iefign fimpljr and vari- 
oufly at the fame time, arid beauty 'Will in- 
fallibly be the refult of the Whole. 

Peripeftive is another grand part of de- 
figning, which demands the tnafter's moft 
critical regard, inafintiuch as nothing contri- 
butes m6re to grandeur and beauty, if w^ll 
underftood ; and nothing is underftood with 
more difficulty and ftudy. By perfpeAive is 
meant the thorough ir^de profpeO: of a build- • 
ingi but if it cannot be applied with pro- 
priety to the art, we would take the liberty 
of fubftituting the painter's word keepilig in 
the ftead 6f it. For in allbuildings, ^in 
piiQures, there muft be one principal figure, 
to whicih all the others muft be fubordinaie, 
arid from whence you niuft ^ftrike out to exa- 
' ndne the ports, and to which yea 'hmftTCturR 
to determine the whole. 

Decoration, or choice and di^ofidon of 
"ornaments, is the kft grand reqi^ifite to make 
a compleat architefl : and tkis depends partly 
on genius, and partly on fsmcy ; but Jboth 
muft be under die conduft of the fci«r«ft 
judgment and «xa£leit tafte«: la fiioatt, all 

ornaments 
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ornaments jtre ill placed, that may be fpared 
without being miflfed: as all empty ^accs 
are abfurd, where nakednefs hurts the eye, 
>and propriety Would admit of decoration. 

W^ cannot fufficiently recommend to all 
perfons, who build fumptuoufly, to (Calculate 
their buildings according to the point of fight 
-from whence they are to be viewed. If they 
imay, or fliould be feeh from far, their parts 
ftiould b€ fimpk, great, and noble ;■ if the 
^rofpe£l is near, the workmanlhip fhould be 
neat and little, tbat it may be feen and un- 
jderftood, as the nature of its fituation will 
give Itave. 

Upon the whole, nothing but nature, and 
a iong ftudy of the antient and modern ftruc- 
-tures, will enrich the mind fufficiently to 
jextel*'itl itbis^ ndble art; and this diOionary 
^11 bt> ftntnd a proffer key to explain their 
-benuties, as •well as a needful caution to avoid 
their defe£ls. 

As 'nothing contributes more to iht gran- 
deur and magnfficence of a city, than nQble 
^nd elegant buildings, fo nothing produced 
an heavier cenfure on the national tafte, than 
tbofe which arc otherwife. -It is for this 
a reafon, 
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reafon, highly laudable to ftir up the publk: 
to an attention to fuch elegant and proper 
decorations as thefe ; not only in regard to 
the fame of the people in general, but their 
intereft too. One of the chief reafons why 
Italy is fo generally vifited by all foreigners 
of genius and diftipftion, is owing to the 
magnificence of their ilruftures, and their 
number and variety : they are a continual 
bait to invite their neighbours to lay out their 
money amongft them ; and we may reafoii* 
ably aflbrt, that the fums which have been 
expended for the bare fight of thofe elegant 
piles, have inore than paid the original charge 
of their building. This Lewis XIV* was 
fufficiently apprized of when he undertook 
Verfailles. The company that fingle fa- 
brick has drawn into France, has made that 
crown ample amends for the expence of ereft- 
ing it : and they have both the ufe and repu- 
tation of it ftill into the bargain. 

It is high time, therefore, for us to look 
about us too, and endeavour to vie with our 
neighbours in politenefs, as well as power and 
empire. Toward? the end of King James the 
Firft s reign, and in the beginning of his 

fon's. 
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fon's, tafte made a bold ftcp from Italy 16 
England at once, and (carce ilaid a moment 
to vifit France by the way. From the moft 
profound ignorance in architefture, the moft 
confummate light of knowledge, Inigo 
Jones, fiarted up a prodigy of art, and vied 
even with his mafter Palladio himfelf. From 
fo glorious kn outfet, there was not any ex- 
cellency that we mighf not have hoped to ob- 
tain; Britain had a reafohable profpeft to 
rival Italy, and foil every nation in Europe 
befide. But in the midft of thefe fanguine 
expe£iations, the fatal civil war commenced, 
and all the arts and fciences were immediately 
laid afide, as no way concerned in the quarrel. 
What followed was all darknefs and obfcurity, 
and it is even a w6nder they left us a monu- 
ment- of the bcfauty which it was fo agreeable 
to their nature to deftroy. 
. Wren was the next genius that arofe to 
awaken the fpirit of fcience, and kindle in 
his country a love for that fcience which had 
been fo long neglefted. During his time a 
mpft melancholy opportunity offered for art 
to exert itfelf, in the moft extraordinary man- 
ner : but the calamities of the prefent cir- 
a 2 cumftance 
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oumftance were hr g)?ea£ and luimerous, that 
the pleas of elegance and beauty could ndt be 
heard,, and neceifity and convenience took 
place of h^mnony and magmficence. 

I allude to the fire of London. This ca- 
taftrope furniQied the moft perfeft occafion 
that can ever happen in any city, to rebuild 
it with pomp and regularity. When foit^ 
law this, and, as we are lold, oiF^red a 
fcheme for that purpofe, which would have 
made it the wonder of the world. He pro-r 
poled- to have Ikid out one large ftreet from 
Aldgate lo Temple-bar, in the middle of 
which was to have been a large fquare, ca*^ 
pable of containing tfce new church of Si* 
Paul's, with a proper diftance for the view 
all round ic; whereby that huge building 
would not have been cooped up, as it is af 
prefent, in fuch a manner, as no where to 
be feen to advantage at all; but would have 
had a long and ample vifta at each end (O 
have reconciled it to a proper point of viev, 
and to have given it one great benefit whicbi 
in all probability, it muft now want for ever. 
He farther prppofed to rebuild all the parifli* 
churches in. fuch a manner, as to be feen at 

the 
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tfac erid of every "vifta: of hdufes, and diC- 
pQxkd in fuch diftsnces fra^ eachodier, as to 
appear neither too drick nor tbiiLin prcofpeft;; 
but to give a pro|>et heightening to the whde 
bull? o£ the, city as* it filled. the Jandfcapc, 

Laftly, he^propofedto buildalltfae koofes 
milb^flf), aadr fyppiattd dn a piazza, Idbe 
that of Coveht^gardeit; and by the ^\fatet-* 
fid^,. from th&baridgrtotihe Temple, be Had 
pfanised a bhg smd broad idiarf or ^ktfi 
wkenc kc defigneii 4S3^ faav^^ nniged aU the 
JiaUs: that sbf long ta the ieveiali companies of 
the cityr, with proper warehouiits fior mcT-i 
ehaats. bet;wtienr iO;^vai!y ^ edi&sesi and 
9iake i€ at once one of tiie moft beautiM 
and' mo{t ufisfiil iaDge& of (tni3ure in the 
worid* But, as I faid befiare^ the hurry of 
rebmldiitg, and the. diiputes abont property » 
prevented this glorious fcheme from taking 
place. ' 

la our own. tones an opportunity offered 
to-adcHiKtheicfty^ ikifboieridrgxce; aiidtfaoT 
tfa^ fcarcityof ^otindi iir Londbn' will not 
alloMT as much beamy of f^uation as one 
^«>uld deflre, yei IF die buildihgs were fuited 
to their place, tbey wooldmake a better £gupe 

than 
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ihau they do at prefent. I have now the late 
new churches in my eye, amongft all which 
there -are not five placed to advantage, and 
fcarcely fo many which are built in tafte, or 
defervc half the money which they cod ; a 
circumftance which mull refleft on the judg- 
ment of thofe who chofe the plans, as Well 
as the genius of the archite3s themfelves. 

No nation can reproach us for want of ex^^* 
pence in our public buildings, but all nations 
may for want of elegance and difcernment 
in the execution. In the firft plac^, there 
are very few of our fine pieces of architec- 
ture in fight ; they are gcnei^ally hid in holes . 
and corners, as if they had been built by 
ftealth, or the artifts were alhamed of their 
works ; or elfe they are but effays, or trials of 
(kill, and remain unfinifhed, till time himfelf 
fhall lay them in ruins. 

After this it is unneceffary to mention, that 
our ftru6faires arc generally heavy, difpropor- 
tioned, and rather incumbered than adorned. 
£eauty does not confift in expence or deco- 
ration. It is poffible for a flight building to 
be very perfeft, and a coSHy one to be very 
deformed* I could ^afily name inftances of 

botU 
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both kinds; but, as I propofe to point out to 
my readers moft of the edifices about town 
that are worth confideration on either fide, I 
will not anticipate my defign, but exemplify 
my meaning as I proceed, and leave the pub- 
lic to make what ufe of it they pleafe. 



A CRI- 
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4 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, &c. 

MORNING I. 

IN every capital city there are maily events worthy 
of being recorded, whether we regard it in ati 
hiftorical or topographical view; and few cities have 
fo jiift a claim to notice in either refpeftas London* 
But to enter into detail on thefe fubjefts would be 
totally incomjiatible with the intention of this work, 
which Is,' that it fliall be a pocket volume. The 
avowed pUrpbfe olf its original authof, to review* the 
public buildings, &c. will be adhered to as much as 
pbifible J but, for the feke of general utility, we fliall 
not hefitate in remarking things which deferve ge- 
neral notice, tho* of a very different nature from any 
thing contained in his treatife. And if fucceils at- 
tend thfe endeavour to feleS fuch matters as are in* 
titled to tiife attention of the man of taffe and ob* 
B fervatipn. 
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fcrvarion, it may be prefumed to be even an advaiv- 
tage that our plan obliges us to rejeft thofc minutiae 
which are neither fingular nor interefting. 

In the latitude of about 51. 32. norths the river 
~ Thiihies bends into a fcmicircular figure, whole 
convexity is towards the northward. The bank or 
fliorc on this fide, which is compofed of firm gra- 
vel, afcends gently for fcveral miles, till the view is 
"bounded by the plcafing and romantic bills on which 
the villages of Hampftead and Highgate are fituated. 
This fpot is about fixty miles by water * from- the 
mouth of the Thames, and is vifited by the tides 
which flow about twenty miles farther up. Too 
remote from the fea to be invaded or furprifed, yet 
fufficiently acceffible iy the largeft merchant fhips ; 
ihelt^red to the north, but open to the weft and 
ibuth, and (ahjcQ, to all that beneficial agitation of 
the air which the viciffitude of the tides never fails 
to produce^ without any of thofe injurious Wafts 
which die &It water occafionally difFufes over the 
£ace of its coafts. Thele are fome of the advan- 
tages popflfeA by the ground on which the city 
of London is built; and firom thefe advantages it 
has continued to flourifh in trade and dignity, from 
the remote periods of fabulous hiftory to the pre- 
fent age. 

Within the laft century the buildings in the en- 
virons of London have been prodigioufly increafed^ 
The cities of London, Weftminfter, and the bo- 
rough of Soutfawark are conjoined in one vaft ag- 
gregate. 
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gregatC) which has fwaOow^d up and included no 
lefs than forty-five villages. By the operation of 
fcveral a^ of parliament for regulating buildings, 
the houfes are at prefcnt very regular, and confift 
chiefly of brick. The ftrtttt are open and airy, 
all proje^ons of bow viondows, figns, &c. being 
prohibited. The pavement is divided into three 
parts, the road, and the foot-path on each fide ; the 
road is better paved dian any other city we remem* 
ber to have feen, and the foot-path, which is in few 
{daces narrower than five feet, is paxred with broad 
flat ftones a little raifed above the level of the ftreet. 
Almoft every houfe has a glafslamp with two wicks, 
which burns from fun-fet to fun-rife all the year. Be* 
neath die pavements are vafl: fubterraneous fewerS 
arched over, to convey away the wafte water which 
in other cities is fo noifome above ground ; and at 
a lefs depth are buried wooden pipes that fupply 
every houfe plentifully with water, conduced by 
leaden pipes into the kitchens or cellars, three times 
a week, for the trifling expence of fix (hillings per 
quarter. In thefe pipes, at convenient diftances m 
the flreets are plugs, to be drawn in cafe of fire ; 
and as they are covered by the pavement, their place 
is always marked out by an admeafurement painted 
on the neareft wall. The intelligent foreigner can^ 
not fail to take notice of thefe ufeful particulars, 
which are almoft peculiar to London ; but the inha- 
bitant, not attending to the (low gradation by which 
public convenience is attained, will perhaps be mor^ 
B a ready 
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ready to deride tiiofe cities which are deficient, 
than to fet a poper value on his own enjoyments. 

Our furvey of this extcnfivc metropolis will be- 
gin at the eaflern eMJ^emity* We ihall diride it into 
ievcral walks^ the firfl: of which we commence at 
rile Tower, and proceed through the borough of 
Southw^k, o^er St. Gcoigc*9 Fields, to Blackfriars 
Bridge, inferting ^ remarks of our author as they 
©ccur, 

* To begin with the remotcft eittremity rf the 
town : As there were no attempts, till lately, ever 
made diere to ereft any building which might adorn 
it at all, there was the more neceffity to be particu- 
hivVy -careful that the firft defign of this nature 
&ou!d tsot mifcarryj and yet the four churches 
which have been built at Limehoufe, RatcliiFe, 
Hoirflydown, and Spital fields, though they have 
9& the advantage of ground which can be defired, 
9n tkot to be looked at without difpleafure. They 
are mere Godiic heaps of ftone without form or 
imier, and meet wi^ contempt from the bed and 
Vorft taftes alike} the laft buiUifig e(|)e<iaBy de^ 
iervts.the fevcreft condenuiaiion, in that, it has 
been ereded at a monftrous expcnee, and yet is 
beyoni queftiMr one of die moft abfurd piles iil 
Europe. 

, As-a fabrick of antiquity, it is impoilible to pafs 
by. the Tower without taking ibme notice pf it; 
pfurliaidarlyfinceitis viAted fq much by the good peo- 
ple of Ensldftd, as ^ place made vctaen^le by the 

frequent 
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frequent mention. which h«5 been made of it In b^f- 
tory, ^d fkmous for having been the fcene of mzny^ 
tragical adventures. But I muft caution thofe of myi 
readers, who are unfkilled ia architedlure, not to be- 
lieve it eiAer a place of ftrength^ beauty, or magni- 
ficence : It is large and old indeed^ and has a formi-* 
dable row of caonon before it> to fiJ»? on rqoicinjj 
days^* 

The Tower of London was anciently a royal p^- 

|l^c^> and c<>^fted orlginaUy of no more that> wha^ 

i$ n<;^w.calkd the Whitt Toweri which is believed 

to hav« been, built by JuUui C^ef^r i and in 1976 WiU 

tUm the Conqueror enlarged and ftrengthened it by 

vrs^y of defence, and to over*awe the Londoners* 

WiUiam Riifu^ in 1098, laid the foundation for ^ 

caftle, which building was not finifhed till the reign 

of Henry L He alfo furrounded it with walls, and. 

a broad and deep ditch, which is in fo^ie places 

J20 feet wide. Henry L built the. Lion's Tower^ 

for tliC reception of the foreign animals prefcntedto 

him by the emperor Frederic, and from that time it 

has been the lodging of beafls, birds, &c. prefented 

to the feyeral kings of England* Henry IIL in 

1240, ordered a ftone gate, bulwark, and fome other 

additions to be made to this fortrefs, and the out-*. 

fide wall of theTquare tower to be whitened; from 

whence it was called the White Tower* Edward 

IIL built the church. In the year 1465 Edward IV. 

greatly enlarged the fortifications. In; the reign <jf 

Charks L 1638, the White Towex was rebuilt, an^ 

B 3 fince 
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fincc the reftoration of Charks H. it has been tho- 
roughly repaired, and a great number of additional 
buildings made to it> fo that at prefent it has more 
the appearance of a town than a fortrefs. 

The Tower is parted from the river Thames by 
d. narrow ditch, and a convenient wharf, with which 
it has a communication by a draw-bridge, for the 
readier ifTuing and receiving ammunition, and naval 
and military ftores. This wharf is now mounted 
with 6 1 pieces of heavy cannon, on carriages, which 
are fired on ftate holidajrs^ and in war time, vfbcti 
any glorious vi£tory attends his majefty's arms. 

Parallel to the whaif is a platform, 70 yards in 
length, called the Lady's Line, beeaufe much fire- 
qaented by the ladies in fummer. It is {haded with 
a lofty row of trees, and has a delightful profpeft of 
ihips, boats, &c. paffing and repaffing on the Thames. 
You afcend the line by ftone fteps, and being uponf 
it, you may walk almoft round the walls of the 
Tower without interruption. In your way, you 
win pafs three batteries; the Devil's Battery, which 
is alfo a platform, on vfhich are mounted feven pieces 
of cannon, though on the battery itfelf are only 
five; the Stone Battery, defended by eight pieces of 
cannon; and the Wooden Battery, mounted with 
fix pieces of cannon; all thefe are nine pounders. 

The principal entrance into the Tower is by a 
gate to the weft, large enough to admit coaches ; 
but thefe firft pafs an outer gate, and a ftout ftonc 
bridge, buUt over the ditch. There is an entrance 

. for 
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for pcrfons on foot, over the draw-bridge to the 
-wharf; which wharf is only divided from the main 
land by gates at each end, opened every day at si 
certain hoiir, for ^ free intercourfe between the in- 
habitants of Ae Tower, the city, and its fuburbs. 
There is alfo a water-gate, commonly called Trai- 
tor*sGatc, dirough which it has been cuftomary to 
convey traitors and other ftate prifoncrs to and from 
the Towert Over this gate is a regular building, 
terminating at each end by two baftions, or round 
towers, on which are embrafures for pointing can- 
non; but there are at prefent none mounted. In 
this building there are the infirmary, the mill, and 
water- works that fupply the Tower with water. 

The principal officers to whom the government 
and care of the Tower is committed, are, firft, the 
conftable of the Tower, whofe poft is of the utmoff 
importance, he having at all coronations and other 
ftate ceremonies, the cuftody of the crown and other 
regalia. He has under him a lieutenant, and a de-» 
puty-lieutenant, commonly called governor, a tower- 
major, a gentleman-porter, yeoman-porter, gentle- 
man-gaoler, four quarter-gunners, and 40 warders, 
whofe uniform is the feme with the king's yeomen 
of the guard. They wear round flat crowned caps, 
tied round with bands of party-coloured ribbands; 
their coats are of a particular make, but very be- 
coming, with large fleeves and flowing Ikirts, and 
are of fine fcarlet cloth, laced round the edges and 
'fcams with feveral rows of gold lace, and girt round 
B 4 their 
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&eir waifts ^ith a broad laced girdle. Upon their 
V^^fts and bacl^s they wear the king's filver badge, 
:(eprefeQting the thiftle and ro^, on which are the 
letters G. R. Befides many oth^r inferior o^icer^^ 
there is a battalion oi foot-guards on duty, quarter- 
ed in barracks. 

The principal buildings within the walls are, thq 
church, the White Tower, the offices of ordnance, 
of the mint, of the keq>ers of tfa^ records, the 
jewel-ofljce, the horie- armory, tl^e grand ftore-» 
houfe, the new or fhiall-armory, handfon^e houie^ 
fojr the chief officers refiding in thft Tower, with 
^lapy lefler houfes for the iyii^i^r pfficer^, barracks 
for ibldier^, and prifons for ftate delinquents, y^hich 
are commonly in the v/n.Jer's hqufo. 

There is nothing ribout the chur(fhj^ vfliich h wor- 
tjiy a defcription. 

The Whte Tov/cr is a large fquare irregular 
bullying; fituated almoft in the centre, no one fide 
anf.vering to another; on the top of which ther^ 
are four watch-towers, neither of ^em are built 
alike : one of thefe towers is now converted into an 
obfervatory. The building itfelf confifts of three 
lofty ftoriesj urjder whicli are large and commodious 
vaults, chiefly filled with falt-petre. The top is co- 
vered with flat leads, from whence there is an ex- 
tenfive and delightful profpe£l. 

In the firft ftory are two noble rooms, one of 
which is a fmall armory for the fea fcrvice, in which 
ajre various forts of arms, very curioufly laid up. 



for 
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fet upwards of ro>ooo feamen. In the oAer room? 
area great number of clofets and preffes, filled wi til- 
warlike tools and inftruments of dfeath. Over thtfe 
are two other floors, one filled principally with? 
arms, tJie oihcv widi arms and armourers toolsy 
fticb as cheveaux dc frize, pick-axes, fpadisv &c. 
bi th[e upper flory are kept matcb^ fheep-ilpns^,' 
tanned hides, &c*. And in a littk room, fome re«^ 
cords, containing the uiagps and privileges of th^ 
place. All models of new-invented engines of d^- 
flruiMon, which have been prefented to the govern- 
ment, are kept in tim toWer. 

On the top^ of this tower is a lafge ciftern for firp'-f- 
plying the garrifon with vratcr in cafe of need ; it: 
is aboot feven feet deep, nine in b]?eddth, and about 
60 in length,, and is filled by an. engine from thd 
Thames. 

The office of pr&ance is te|>tin Cdd Harbour;, 
lo this office all other ofiioes for fupplyang artillery; 
arms, &c. to any part of the king's dominions, are 
accountable; and fr^m hence air orders fot the dfi^ 
pofition of warlike materials,, for every kind of toN 
vice, isiffued. » 

The Mint comprehends one third of the Towcr^ 
and contains houfes for all the officers belonging t4 
the coinage. ' 

The office of keeper- of die records, oppofite tht 

platform, is adoriled widi a fine carved flone oizfb 

at the entrance, and finely wainfcoted within. Here 

all the rolls, from the time o( king John, to the be* 

B' 5 ginning 
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ginning of the reign of Richard III. are depofited 
in fifty-fix wainfcot prefles. Thefe rolls and records, 
coptain the antient tenures of land in England^ the 
original of laws and ftatutes, and the rights of Eng- 
land to the dominion of the Britifh feas, &c. &c. &c. 
A fearch here is half^a-gulnea, for which you may 
perufe any one fubje6k for a year. This office is 
open fix hours in a day in the months of December, 
January, and February; all the reft of the year 
eight hours. 

The jewel-office is a dark, ftrong, ftonc room, 
a little to the eaft of die grand ftore-houfe. Its con- 
tents will be fpoke of hereafter. 

The horfe-armory i^ a little eaftward of the white 
tower. It is a plain brick buildings rather conve- 
nient than elegant. Its contents will be fpoken oi 
hereafter. 

Tlie grand ftore-houfe is a noble building to the 
northward of the white tower, 245 feet long, and 
60 feet broad. This ftrufture is of brick and ftone : 
on the north fide is a ftately door-cafe, adorned 
with four columns, entablature and triangular pedi- 
ments, of the Dorick order j under the pediment are 
the king's arms, ornamented with enrichments of 
trophy-work. 

The armories are worth feeing, as they contain 
many curious articles. The whole expence of 
feeing die wild-beafts, the feveral armories, and the 
jewel-office, is near five (hillings to a fingk perfon, 

but 
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but a company do not individually pay more tbaa 
half that fum. 

* The Cuftom-houfe is a place, which, by its ufe 
and fituation, can hardly fail of being vifited by 
ftrangers. I could have wifhed, therefore, on that 
account, and likewife becauie we arc more famous 
for our naval affairs than any thing elfe, that this 
building had been more coftly and magnificent : it 
"Would make a feafonable impreflion on foreigners of 
the majefty and wealth of the Britifli nation ; to 
vrhich, let me add» that its fituation, by the water- 
fide, gives it ftill a jufter claim to grandeur ani 
decoration, and it is pity fo public a building fliould 
want what is fo remarkably miffed/ 

At a fmall diftance to the weft of the Cuftom- 
houfe, on St. Dunftan's Hill, ftands the church of 
St. Dunftan's in the Eaft, remarkable for the ele- 
gance of its tower and fteeple. Sir Chriftopher 
Wren was the architeft. The ftyle of the building 
is the modern Gothic, and the placing the fpire on 
the interfe(^ion of two arches, is efteemed a bold^ 
attempt in architeifture. It muft be allowed, that 
this gives the whole an air of lightnefs, that fills the 
mind with apprehenfions of its falling die firft tern- 
peft; but it is, in reality, ftronger than niany 
fteeples which have a more maffy appearance.. 

* The Monument is, undoubtedly, the nobleft mo- 
dern column in the world j nay, in fome refpefts, 
it may juftly vie with thofe celebrated ones of aiUii- 
quity, which are confecrated to the names of Trajan 
B 6 and 
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and Antoninus, Nothing can be more bold and- 
furprifing, nothing- more beautiful and harmonious ; 
the bas-relief at the bafe, allowing for fome few 
defers, is finely imagined, and executed as well : 
and nothing material can be cavilled with, but the 
infcriptions round about it. Nothing, indeed, can. 
be inore ridiculous than^ its fituation,- unlefs the. 
Tcafon which is afligned for fo doing, being nearly 
i>n the (pot where the fire, began. I am. of opinipp^ 
if it had, been raifed at, the, end of Pater-nofter Plow> 
* where Cheapfide-CQ|iduit ftpod,' it would have been 
as efFeSual a remembrance of the misfortune it is 
4efigned to record, and Would at. once have added. 
an inexpreflable beauty to the vifta, and received aS, 
much as it gave.' 

The church of St. Magnus, which is at the 
north-eaft corner of London -bridge, has nothing 
which might invite us to flop, unlefs we may men- 
tion that the figures which ornament the dial are 
not badly executed. 

London-bridge appears to have been originally 
built between the years 993 and 1016, fince, in the 
firft mentioned year, Anlafl:^ the Dane, failed u^ 
the Thames, with a fleet of ninety-three (hips, as 
f&r as Staines ; and, in the laft, Canute, King of 
Denmark, caufed a canal to be forn^ed on the fouth^ 
fi^e of the Thames for cpnveying his fhips abqve 
the bridge. 

If the traditionary account of the origin of, the 
ancient wooden bridge, delivered by Bartholomew 

Linftead, 
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LinfteacJ, alias Fowle, the laft Prior of St. Mary: 
Overy's Cpnvent, is worthy of credit, we are in- 
debted, to the public fpirit of that religious houfe for 
this ftrufture. But it is more probable, as the 
Continuators of Stowe. imagine, that they did no 
more than give their confent to" its being erefted, on 
r/eceiving a fufficient. recompence for the lofs of the 
ferry by whi^^h they had always been {^ppQxtcd• 

In the year 1136 this bridge was confumed by 
fire, and ii^ 1.163 it was in fo ruinous a fituation^ 
that it was obliged to be new built under, the infpec- 
tjon of Peter, Curate of St. Mary Colechurch, in 
I/opdon, a perfbn who was" famed for his Ikill iit 
architcchire. 

At length, tjic continual and large cxpence in 
maintaining a wooden bridge becoming burthenfomc 
to the people, who, when the lands appropriated to 
that ufe fell fhort of their produce, were taxed to 
qiajc^ up the deficiencies, it was reftdved, in 1176, 
to buil4 one of ftone, a little to the weft of the 
other, w))ich„ in the time of William the Con- 
queror, began at Botolph's Wharf j and this ftruc* 
ture was completed in 1209. 

The foundation is, by the vulgar, generally be- 
lieved to be laid on woolpacks; which opinion, pro- 
bably, arofe from a tax being laid upon every pack 
of wool towards its conftruftion. Mr. Maitland 
obferves, that having carefully furveyed the bridge 
in the year 1730, in company with Mr. Sparruck^ 
the Water-Carpenter thereof, he obferved, in many 

places 
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places where the ftones were wafhed from the fter- 
lings, the vaft frames of piles whereon the ftone 
piers were founded. The exterior part of thefe 
piles were extremely large, and driven as clofe as 
art could effeftj and on the top were laid long 
beams of timber of the thicknefs of ten inches^ 
ftrongly bolted ; whereon was placed the bafe of the 
ftone piers, nine feet above the bed of the river, 
and three below the fterlingsj and that on the out* 
fide of this foundation, were driven the piles called 
the fterlings, 

Mr. Sparruck informed him, that he and the 
Bridge-Mafon had frequently taken out of tHe 
lowermoft layers of ftones in the piers feveral of the 
original ftones, which had been laid in pitch inftead 
of mortar ; and that this occafioned their being of 
opinion, that all the outfide ftones of the piers, as 
high as the fterlings, were originally laid in th* 
fame manner, to prevent the waters damaging the 
work. This, Mr. Maitland naturally fuppofes, 
was done at every tide of ebb, till the work w^s 
raifed above the high water mark. 

But, notwithftanding all this art and tfxpence in 
building the bridge Mrith ftone, it was foon in great 
want of tepairs ; for about four years after it was 
finiflied, a fire broke out in Southvtrark, which 
taking hold of the church of our Lady of the Canons, 
or St. Mary Overy's, a fouth wind communicated 
the flames to the houfes on the north-end of the 
bridge, which interrupted the paflage, and flopped 

the 
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the return of a multitude of people^ who had run 
from London to help to extingmfh the fire in South- 
wark; and while the amazed croud were endea- 
vouring to force a paffage back to the city through 
the flames on the north end of the bridge, the fire 
broke out at the fouth end alfo ; fo that being in- 
dofed between two great fires, above three thou- 
fand people perifhed in the flames, or were drowned 
by overloading the veflTels diat ventured to come to 
their affiftance. 

By this dreadful accident, and other circum- 
ftances, this new ftone bridge was in fo ruinous 
a condition, that King Edward L granted the 
Bridge-Keeper a brief to afk and receive the charity 
of his fubje(3s throughout the kingdom, towards re- 
pairing it : beiides which, he cauied letters to be 
wrote to the Clergy of all degrees, earnelHypreifing 
them to contribute to fo laudable a work 5 but thefe 
methods proving ihefFe&ual, he granted a tdl, by 
which every foot paflenger carrying merchandize 
over the bridge was to pay one farthing, every 
horfeman with merchandize one penny, and every 
faleable pack carried and paffing over one half- 
penny. But while thefe affairs were in agitation^ 
the ruin of the bridge was compleated by the ice and 
floods, which, in i:(82> bore down and deflroyed 
five of its arches. 

It would be tedious to ehtunerate the many cafuah* 
ties which have arifen from the repeated conflagra- 
tions on the bridge, or the dangerous navigation 

beneath 
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beneath it; the foil, at low water, being dien not 
lefs than five feet. At length the Magiftracy 06 
London, in the year 1746, can^e to the refolutioQ 
€)[ taking down all the houfes, and enlarging one or 
more of the arches, but it was not till 1756 that 
the AcS of Parliament was paffed for making thefe 
improvements; which, after fonje mterruptioilSy 
were put in pratiicc. 

To prevent poftejrity being deceived by the pom- 
pous eulogiums beftowed on this bridge, which has 
been &ileithe wdndtr of the worlds the bridge of the 
world, and the bridge of wonders^ the following de- 
fcription, publiflied about the time of the removaT 
of the houfes, will not be unacceptable-. '^ The 
Thames in this part is 915 feet broad, and^that is 
the length of the bridge, which was forty-three feet 
feven inches in height* The fl:rcet which, before? 
the houfes fell to decay, confiftcd of handfome lofty 
edifices^ was pretty regularly built.; it w^ 20 feet 
bjoad, and the houfes on each fide generally 26^ 
feet deep. Acrofe the middle of the ftreet ran fcve- 
ral lofty arches, extending from fide to fide,' the 
bottom part of each arch terminating at the firffi 
ftory, and the upper part reaching near the top of 
the buildings, the work over the arches extending 
in a ftrait line from fide to fide. Thefe arches were 
defigned to prevent the houfes giving way. They 
were^ therefore, formed of ftrong timbers, bolted 
into the. timbers of.' the houfes on each fide, and 
being covered with lath* and^plaifter, appeared as if 

built 
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built with flone ^ a^d i^ fbtne of diem a ckxfet, of 
little room, was formed in the cavities next tha 
houleS) witb a i;riadpw to the noith^ an4. another tQ 
^e fouth. 

*' This ftreet had three openings on cacl> fide, 
adori^ with iron i:;ai^ to aSbrd ^e ggi^ngers a 
view of the river, and placed over three of th^ 
"j^deft arcjbes. Thus the ftreet on the bridge ha4 
notbii)g tQ diAiilguiih it frx>m a conunoa handfomc 
QS^KfAW &fi^% ; but the high arches towards .thff 
W^^\ ^d tiie ,t)iref$ fV^^x^J^ on es^h fid^ whicJi 
afforded an agreeable view pf tbcriyer. But on itm 
oi^ljie> 4^ vjnw ftoiPK the water and jErom the keys 
Ym ^s difagr^ef^lf as poifiUe* Niiwteen unQquila^ 
t^4.,«r>^^ wit^ftejcljogf increaf^d to ^ monft^ous 
fi«e by frequent repairs, fupportcd the ftreet above. 
Thefc arcfies ^ye^o^V6rj(.;4^fl^r«i>t fi^ips, ajid fevc- 
1^ that ^^e IpvK ^. ?WRW> .Mr?f q irfjict^l h^twvcii 
Ojth^rs that were b^^ zj^.h^hy. Tl^e Ua§k part 
<^ t^e Ifouies xiear tbp Than^^s had npjth^ i^in 
fornxity nor any d^grjCe 9f beauty ; the line wa^ 
broken by a great number, of closets pfpjec^i^.from 
the buiWipgs, and 1oj 9iean nccefl^ry-houffis hang^ 
io^ oyer the fterlings. This deformity was iin' 
creafe4 by th^e houfes extejnding a confidcrable dif- 
^ance over the Cd^ of the bi;idge, and. by fome of 
them projecting farther over it than others: b)5 
which nieans the tops of ajmoft all the arches, ex- 
cept thofe which were ncareft, were concca^edirom 
the view of the paflengers on the keys^ and gave 

the 
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Ac bridgr the appearance of a multitude of rucEc 
piers, with only an arch or two at the end, and the 
reft confifting of beams extending from the tops of 
flat piers, without any other arches, <}uite acrofe 
the river." 

But thefe deformities are now removed^ Inftead; 
of a narrow ftreet bf twenty feet wide, the carriage 
way is tbirty-orte feet broad, with a handfome raifcd 
pavement of flat ftonc on each fkle, feven feet broad, 
for the ufe of pafiengers; the fides being fecured 
and adoorned by a handlbme ftonebalhdlrade, and a 
ufficient number of Isfoips. 

Here are nineteen arches, but not' aQ peflabk, 
four of them on die nordi, and two on the fbuth 
fide, being taken up wiA tfaeLondon^bridge water4 
works* 

Thefe works were invented by one Morice, & 
Dutchman, in 1582, to fupply the City with water 
from the Thames, through wooden pipes. The 
inventor, for his ingenuity, obtained from the City 
a leafe of the fame for five hundred years. He made 
great improvements in thefe works, and thereby 
grew immenfely rich. His fucceflbrs, in 1701, 
fold the property for 36,0001. to one Richard Soame, 
who divided the fame into three hundred ihares, and 
fold them at 500 1. each, v^en it commenced a 
company, Thefe works have alfo been greatly im* 
> proved under the dire£Hon of the late Mr, Hadley* 

. The water is forced to a bafon on the top of a 
high tower of wood, which ftands on the ftcrling 

of 
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rf the firft arch, to the height of 120 feet j by 
which means it is conveyed to any part of die City, 
It is thus forced by four wheels, placed under the 
arches, and moved by the common ftream cf the 
tide; one turn of the four wheels caufing 114 
ftrokes; — each ftroke being two feet and a half in 
a feven-inch bore, raifes three gallons ; and when 
the river is at beft, die wheels go fix times round in 
a minute, and but four and a half at middle water 5 
iathat at fix times in a minute the numb^ of ftrokes 
from die four wheels are 684, raifing 2052 gallons 
in a minute j-r-that is, 123,120 gallons, or 1954 
hogfheads in an hour; amounting to 46,896 hogf* 
heads in^i day, including the wafte, which ftiay be 
computed at. a fifth part cX the whole. 

The whole machinery is efteemed one of the 
greateft curiofides in its kind of any in the world, 
being fi^rior to die moft famous water-engine at 
Marli in France; which, for want of mechanical 
knowled^ in its inventor, is exceedingly chargeable 
in repairs. 

Croffing London-bridge we enter into the Bof.. 
rough of Southwark. Here we find all that difagrce- 
able croud, and hurry of iufinefs, which the nar- 
rownefs of the ftreets renders quite uncomfortable. 
Inftead of looking round with exultation at the 
bufy fcene before us, and refle^ng on its numerous 
advantages, the mind is entirely taken up with the 
care of one's own perfonal fafety. The ideas which 
intrude themfelves on the imaginadbn are, that a 

cart 



d by Google 



%9 TOUR THROUGH 

caft will fpMh you aU over, a porter ^11 rua tht 
corner of his load againft your head, or that a cheefe^ 
a fvigar-loaf, or fome other parcel of goods, thrown 
from a cart into a fhop, will fall, and dafli your 
brains out. We are almoft ready to regret that tb« 
Borough efcaped the fire which confuted the City of 
l^ondon* There is not one good ftreet in die plsipe^ 
wd (b few obje<^ worthy of notice, that we may 
pais as quickly through it in our furvey as we 
ibould in waU^ng. On the left hand, or weft fido 
of the principal ftreet, are St. Thomas's and Guy'i 
fiofpitals: die firft was founded by Edward VI« 
The Church, and moft of this Uofpital^ was rebuilt 
between the years 1701 and 1706* Guy's Hb^ital 
is one of die greatcft private charities ever known* 
Xts founder, Thomas Guy, was a Bookfellcr in 
Lon^bard-ftreet. He died in 1724^ and bequeathed^ 
in the whole, to this endowmc^ut about 350,000!% 
ferling. 

Proceeding on to the (buthward, we find the 
principal ftreet confiderably wider than be&jje* 
This fpot is called St. Margaret's Hill, a Cbucch 
baving formerly ftood here dedicated to St^ Margaret. 
But at prefent the fcite is occupied by a Court of 
Juflice, which (lands on a finall colonnade, and 
makes a very trifling and infignificant appearance. 
Immediately before us ftaiwis St. George's Church, 
which, in its due eaft and weft pofiuon, projefls 
very aukwardly into the ftreet. This Church is a 
plain, fubftantial buildings that poflefles no requifit^ 

to 
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to fix die attention. It is pity that a Church, built 
in a good ftyle, or fomc other public edifice, fhotdd 
not be ere6iied where the juft-mentioned Court 
ftands ; as it would have an incomparable advantage 
in point of ^w up Blackman-ftreet. 

On the eaft fide of St, Margaret's Hill is the 
MarfliaUea Priibn and Court, in which are confined 
aH perfons committed for crimes at fea, as pirate^^ 
ice* and for debt by land. The perforts confined 
in this prifon^br' crimes at fea are tried at the Old 
Bailey. 

Blackmah - ftreet terminates in St. George's 
Fields, formerly very dangerous for pafibngers at 
night, but at prefent fo v^U illuminated and guard- 
ed, that it makes a very ftriking appearance after 
dark, and may be paffed at all hours in perfeft fafety. 
Gn the right hand fide of flie road clofe to the turn- 
pike is a lofty wall, which indofes the buildings 
^ of the King's Bench Prifon, a place of confine- 
ment for debtors, and for every one fentenced 
ty the Court of King's Bench to fuller imprifon- 
ment J but thofe who can purchafe the liberties have 
the benefit of walking througli Blackman-ftreet, 
and a part of the Borough, and to a certain diftance 
in St. George's Fields. Prifoncrs in any other gaol 
may remove hither by habeas corpus* 

At a fmall diftance from the King's Bench is the 
county goal, a building whofe external appearance 
ii$ marked with a peculiar air of propriety and com- 

pa£tnefs« 



d by Google 



21 , TOUR THROUGH 

paSnefs. The infidc of this building was entirely 
clcftroyed and burnt by the populace in 1780. 

In the center of St. George's Fields a ftone obe- 
lifk is erected, at the common interfe^ion or meet- 
ing of five grand roads. Here let us paufe and 
look round us. The view of the cities of London 
and Weftminfter and the Borough from hencels 
Tery pleafing. On the one fide is the city of Weft- 
minfter with its abbey towering above die buildings^ 
and as the eye traces along the cirqjj^ of the river, 
the rifmg fliore appears enriched with the new build- 
ings of the Adelphi and Sometfet-houfe. At the 
end of u road near a mile in length appears the new 
bridge at Blackfriars, and farther to the right the 
city of London, adorned with a great variety of 
fteeples, and the grand cathedral of St. Paul's. This 
magnificent view of the moft extenfive town in the 
world is contrafted, on the country fide, by a rich 
landfcape on die hills of Surry. 

The Borough is almoft joined to Lambeth by the 
village of Newington and its environs. At New- 
ington is a fmall church, and feveral alms-houfes. 
Thofe on the fouth fide of the road are for poor men 
and women of the Fifhmongers company of Lon- 
don. They are built in a plain unadorned ftile, and 
have no unpleafing appearance. 

A few paces from ,the obelifk, a new theatre, or 
place, of public entertainment, has lately been ere^- 
ed, intended, as we are informed, to rival Aftley's 
exhibition of borfemanfhip near Weftminfter-bridge. 

Con- 



d by Google 



LONDON, zj 

Convenience feems to be the great aim of this ftruc* 
ture, of whofe internal decorations we are not jet 
enabled to fpeak. 

Farther along the road, and on the fame fide, is 
an extenfive edifice, every where except the front 
ehcrofcd by a wall of confiderable height. The 
front is fimple, and not inelegant. It is ah hofpi« 
tal, or place of reception, for peniteilt proftitutes, 
and is under the moft excellent regulations, which 
are the greated: honour to the fupporters of this cha^ 
rity. This place is not the retreat of indolence or 
licentioufnefs ; though, at the fame time, every pre- 
caution which true delicacy and a fmcere pommi- 
feration witii the unfortunate females hete admitted, 
is adc^ted, to prevent its being thougjit a houfe pf 
correftion, or even of hard labour. 
. They are admitted, if proper objeSs, upon pe- 
tition; and on admiilion each figns an agreement to 
fubmit to the rules of the houfe, and to pay after 
the rate of lol. per annum for her board, lodging, 
&c, if fhe fbould quit the houfe without leave of the 
committee before the expiration of three years. 

Chrifl Church, on the fame fide of the road, is 
a modern edifice, but has nothing about it to induce 
us to ftop. 

The bridge at Blackfriars is exceedingly light and 
elegant. It was built according to a plan by Robert 
Mylne, architect. The firft ftone was laid on the 
31ft of Oftobcx, 1760, by Sir Thomas Chitty, 
BLnt. then lord mayor of London. Several pieces 

of 
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ef gold, filver, and copier coin of his majefty Gea.- 
II. were placed under the ftone, together with a 
Latin infcription, in large plates of pure tin, infcrib* 
ihg the bridge with the name of William Pitt f af- 
terwards earl of Chatham) as a proof the city's af-^ 
fe£Hon to the mart under Whofe admihiiftration the 
flntient reputation and influence of Britain was re- 
ftored, BUt the will of the vulgar has oVer-ruled 
the wifli of the city; for the bridge has never beeil 
•ailed after the name of diat great ftatefman, aiid 
probably never will. 

The view .from the top of Blackfriars-bridge is 
cxceedihgly pleafing, and even grand. On the one 
fid^, the road in St. George's Fields, over which 
we iiave jiift pafled, h (e'en finely terminated by the 
obelifk; and on the other, the whole extent of Lon- 
ddn ^nd Weftmihfter is behekth the eye, tfretched 
along the ihore of a noble expanfion of water, occu- 
fiicd by boats of various magnitudes and kinds* 
The nearfeft, mpft diftinfi, and moft advantageous 
vtew of the cathedral of St. Paul's is from hence. 

Thfe bridge cohfifts of nine arches, which being 
cttipiticil, the apertures for navigation are large. 
While the bridge itfelf is low. When a perfon is 
under the principal arch, the extent of the vault 
above canhot be viewed without fome degree of 
awe! 

The length of the bridge, from wharf to wharf, 

is 995 Englifli feet; width of the central arch, loa 

feet; width of the arches on each fide, reckoning 
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from the central one towards the (hores, 98, 93^ 809 
and 70 feet relpeftively ; width of the carriage-way, 
28 feet; width of the raifed foot -ways on each fide^ 
7 feet^ and the height of the balnflrade on the in- 
fide, 4 feet ib inches. 

Over each pier is a recefs or balcony, containing 
a bench, and fuppofted below by two Ionic pillars 
and two pilafters, which ftand on a femicircoiar 
proje6iion of the pier, above high- water mark: 
Thefe pillars give an agreeable lightnefs to the ap- 
pearance of the bridge on either fide. There are 
two flights of ftone fteps at each end, defended by 
iron rails, for the convenience of taking water. 
Thefe ftairs^ however, by conforming to the cur- 
vatures at the end of the bridge, are more elegant 
Aan-Gonvenient: a flight of 50 narrow ftone fteps, 
without one landing-place, muft be very tirefome 
to porters going up and down with loads, aiid even 
dangerous in frofty weather. 

This bridge was opened as a bridle- way on No- 
vember 19, 17689 and ibon after for <:arriages« 
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OU R fecoiid walk will commence ^t the Tower, 
and will convey the ftrapgcr to moft qf the 
remarkable places to the eaftward of St.. Paul's 
^hurch. V 

At the upper part of Little Tower-hill, near the 
end of King-ftreet, ftands the Vietualling-OiEce. 
It is feparated from Tower-hill by a wall and gates, 
and contains fome houfes for the officers^i with ftore- 
room^, (latighter-houfes, a brcwhoufe, houfes for 
felting, barrelling, &c. provifions for the ufe of the 
Navy, - 

In Crutched Friars is the Navy Office ; a building, 
at which all afeirs relating to the royal navy are 
tranfaded by the Cpmmiflipaers under the Lord? of 
the Admiralty. It is a very plain ftrudure, that, 
by its appearance, gives us no idea of its import- 
ance ; but it muft be allowed the merit of being ex- 
tremely convenient. The office where the Com- 
miffioners meet, and the Clerks keep their books, 
is detached from the reft, as a precaution againft 
lire, the papers here being of the utmoft import- 
ance ; and in the other buildings fome of the Com- 
miffioners, and other officers, refide. 

^' Crutched 
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Cnitched Friars conveys us to Aldgatc, where 
formerly ftood a City-^ate of that name, Tb^ 
ftreet, together with Whitechapel, is one of the 
openeft, though not the beft built in the City. It 
would afford a fine vifta for a public edifice, if 
eredled at the end of the pile of buildings between 
Leadenhall-ftreet and Fcnchurch-ftrect. This fine 
vifta is, at prefent, terminated by a pump ! 

It is worth our attention to pafs up Fenchurch- 
ftreet, to take a view of the front of Ironmonger's 
HalL Tl>e whole lower ftory is wrought in ruflic, 
the center part of the building projefts a little, and 
in this are a large arched entrance and two win- 
dows, with two others on each fide. Over this 
ruftic ftory rifes the fuperftruihire, which has a 
light ruftic at the corners, to keep up a correfpon- 
dence with the reft of the building 5 the part which 
projefts is here ornamented with four Ionic pilafters 
coupled, but with a large intercolumniation. In the 
middle is a very noble Venetian window, and over 
It a circular one. In each fpace between the pi- 
lafters is a fmaller window, with an angular pedi- 
ment, and over thefe are alfo circular ones ; but the 
fide parts have arched windows, with fquare ones 
over them. The central part Is crowned with a 
pediment, fupported by thefe pilafters, and in it3 
plane is the arms of the Company, with decorations^ 
in relievo. The upper part of the building is ter- 
minated by a baluftrade, crowned with vafes. This 
C 2 com- 
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^ompofition is fo well adapted in point of propor* 
tjon, that the whole has a grand and noble efFed. 

* I am of opinion, if the Direftors of thcEaft India 
Company had thought in tiiis manner, they would 
have beftowed a greater expence on their houfe 
than appears in it at prefent: it is certainly un- 
worthy their figure in the trading world, and would 
better fuit with the common life of a fmgle Di- 
reftor, than the pomp and ftate of the whole body. 
The fabrick, indeed, is built in tafte ; but there is 
not enough of it ; and, if they had thought of adding 
a portico in the middle, it would have looked more 
like a finifhed building than it does now : we might 
have endured at leaft, though we could not have 
praifed it. 

The front of the church in Bifhopfgate-ftreet is, 

I think, more in tafte than moft about town ; the 

parts it is compofed of are Ample, beautiful, and 

. harmonious, and the whole deferves to be adniired, 

for pleafing fo much at fo little expence. 

From hence we may pafs on to the South S^ 
Houfe, and there we (hall have fome reafon to won- 
der that, when the tafte of building is fo much im- 
proved among us, we fee fo little fign of it here. 
At the fame expence they might have raifed an 
edifice, which would have charmed the moft pro- 
found judges ; beauty is as cheap as deformity, with 
xefpeft to the pocket; but it is e^fier to find money 
ih^n genius, and that is (he re^on fb msmy buil^ 
;uid fo few fu^ceed.' 

Thf' 
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TJie ftonc front of the new Excife Office, ir^ 
Broad- ftreet, charms us by the air of ftrength ani 
propriety which it pofleffes. The interior part of 
this building is convenient, but contains nothing to 
allure the difinterefted fpeftator. The Briton wiU 
look with regret at the vaft bufinefs tranfaSed here, 
when he confiders that the excife fcheme has ad- 
vanced fo rapidly in fo few years. A fcheme which, 
if put in praftice to its full extent, feems to pofleft 
powers to the annihilation of our boafted freedom^ 
It is not generally known, or attended to, thaC 
many dealers are conftrained by law to permit the 
revenue officers, at pleafure, without refpe£l to time 
or convenience, to enter into any apartiAent in their 
houfes; and that any invidious man, who thinks- 
proper to lodge an information againft bis neigh- 
boar, of conccaled-^xcifeable goods, may^caufthik 
houfe to be fearched,and himfelf remain undifcovered : - 
that Commiffioners of Excife, Judges till lately un- 
known to the conftitution, determine in cafes of 
property ; and that excife-oilEcers may examine and^ 
difturb, on fufpicion, the baggage, &c. of travellers',, 
fince they are generally fupported by government in 
any fuit at law which may be the coitifequence of 
their tyranny. 

This edifice is ereSed upon the groutid on whicR 
Grefliam-coUege formerly ftood,- Sir Thomas 
Grefliam, by will, A. D. 1575, left one moiety of 
the Exchange of London, and other tenements, kc^ 
to the criy of London^ in truft, among other pm*- 
C 3 ' pofes. 
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pofes, that they fliould find four ledurers, forever, 
in divinity, geometry, aftronomy, and mufic. The 
other moiety he left in like manner to the Draper'^j 
Company, to find thrjee lefturers, for ever, in civil 
law, phyfic, and rhetoric. The lefturers v^rere to 
have apartments in his dwelling-houfe, fince called 
Grefliam-coUege, at which place the lectures were 
to be delivered : and the furplus of the receipts, after 
payments of leAurers^falaries, and fome annual cha- 
rities, are bequeathed to the truftees for ever. The 
early profeflbrs of Grefbam-college are well known 
to all Europe, for their eminent talents and induftry* 
Henry Briggs, the co-adjutor of Napier, in the 
calculation of logarithms ^ Dr. Hooke, the rival of 
Newton, and author of the Micrographia j Dr» 
Pemberton, editor of the Principia, and many other 
great men, have done honour to this college. But 
the ignorance, or carelefTnefs, of fubfequcnt truftees^ 
have fufFered this inftitution to fall into contempt 
^»tid oblivion* The college is totally dcftroyed, and 
the profeflbrs have apartments in the Royal Ex- 
change ; but the world has long forgot to enquire 
M^fter them, and diey feem willing to enjoy the falary 
in peaceful obfcurity. 

* Bedlam is well fituated in point of view, and is 
laid out in a very elegant tafte; but if I may pre- 
fume to find fault with it, the middle is not large or 
magnificent enough for the whole j and by being 
exa^y the fame, both in fize and decoration, with 
the wings, (cems evefi lefs, and more inconfidera*- 

We. 
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bte, than it really is : neldier do the additions make 
any amends for this inconveniency, or appear of a 
piece with the reft. The removal of the wall, and 
entrance farther from the building, has a fine eflfed, 
and the ftatues on the top can never be fufficiently 
admired or praifed, I am of opinion, no febrick 
in Europe can boaft finer, either as to propriety of 
place, or excellency of workmanfhip/ 

This hofpital is appropriated to the relief of thoTf 
tinhappy obje£b, who are afiHded with the moft 
(hocking of all diforders, madncfs. It was ufual 
formerly to admit the curious, upon paying a fmall 
fum ; but the cuftom being thought prejudicial to 
the patients, is now laid afide. The ftatues are by 
Gibber, fiither to the well-known poet laui^at, 
GoUey Gibber, whom Pope waa fo laborious to 
afperfe. 

Looking acrofs Ae wide extent of Moorfields^ 
part of which is inclofed by a contemf^le wo6den 
rail, and the reft wafte and defplate, we behold tke 
hofpital of St. Luke's, for lunatics : a regular pile«^ 
but which, upon the "v^ole, feems rather calculattd 
to add than to diminifli the drcarinefe of the fcene, ' 

Near the upper end of Moorfields is the Artillery- 
ground and houfe, belonging to the Artillery Com- 
pany, of London. In the center of the north fide 
of a fpacious fquare, walled round, is the armory j 
a neat building of brick and ftone^ ftrengthened with 
ruftic quoins at the corners.. Before it is a flight of 
fteps, and there are a few others at die .door, which 
C 4. is. 
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18 in the center, and is large, lofty, and adorned 
with a porch, formed by two Tufcan columns, and 
two pilafters fuppordng a balcony# The front is 
ornamented with a pediment, fupported at the cor- 
ners by quoins. On the top are placed feveral 
large balls, and on the apex of the pediment b a 
lofty flag-ftafF. On each fide the main building, 
ftands, at fome diftance backwards, a fmall edifice, 
where the provifions are dreiTed at the company's 
feafts. The hall of the armory is hung round with 
breaft-plates, helmets, and drums ; and fronting the 
entrance is a handfome pair of iron-gates, which 
lead to a fpacious ftair-cafe, painted with military 
ornaments, and adorned with the ftatue of a man 
dreiled in a cpmpleat fuit of armour ^ and the prin- 

^ cipal room contains an afrangement of fire-arms, 
&c. which, in general, are executed in a fuperior 
ftyle. 

* The tower of St. Michael's, Cornhill, though 
in the Gothic ftyle of architedure, is undoubt* 
cdly a very magnificent pile of buildings and de- 
serves, very juftly, to be efteemed the fineft thing 

^ of that fort in London. 

The Royal Exchange is the next ftru£hire of any 
confequence which demands attention ; and here, as 
in moft coftly ftibricks, there is fomething to blame. 
And fomething to admire. A building of that ex- 
tent, grandeur, and elevation, ought, without quef- 
tion, to have had an ample area before it, that we 
inight comprehend the whc^e and every part at once. 

This 
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3Tiis is a rcquifite v/hkh ought to be allowed ta aU^ 
buildings, but particulariy all of this fort; that it 
to fay, fuch as are formed of very large parts; foe 
in fuch a cafe, the eyq^ is forced to travel with paitv 
^nd difficulty from one cAjeS to another, nay, fome-» 
times obliged to divide one into^many parts, where- 
by the judgment is confufed, and it is with great 
uncertainty we come to any cohclufion-at all. Up<^ 
on the whole, the entrance into this building is very 
grand and auguft ; the two ftatues which adorn it are,^ 
in a particular' manner,, beautiful and admirable $. 
tut then the tower which arifes over it is a weight 
to the whole building, and is, at the fame time^ 
4>roken intofo many parts, that it rather hurts thaau 
pleafes ; and if reduced to one half of its, prefent 
height, would harmoniite abundantly better with the 
-whole. The infide is light and air}^^ laid out in a. 
very good ftile, and iinifhed with great propriety of 
-decoration. I could wifh though, that cither the 
ftatues were executed in a. better mann^, or that 
the city would condefcend to excufe the fetting; up 
rany more ; for nothing can be more ridiculous, than 
-to hurt the eye with a fault in the afFecfaition of 
iieauty. 

The building erefted for the Bank is liable to the 
very lame objeftion, in point of place,, with the Exr- 
-change, and even in a greater too. It^s monftroufly 
crowded on the eye, and unlefs. the oppofite houfes 
could be pulled, down, and a view opened into Cornr 
•hill, wa might as well be entertained with a profppc?: 
; . C 5 i of 
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of the model through a microfcope. As to did 
ftru£hire itfelf) it is grand and extenfive; the ar-^ 
chite6^ has a very good tafte of beauty, and only 
ieems to be rather too fond of decoration; this ap-r 
pears pretty eminently by the weight of his cornices, 
which appear, in my opinion, to be rather too heavy 
for the building; though, upon the whole, both he 
and his work deferves abundantly more applauie than 
cenfure.' 

Convenience, which is undoubtedly the firft ob» 
jeSt in building, has been aimed at by the archited. 
^e has made die great hall in the form of a circular 
jbme, illtuninated by a iky-ligbt; and (everal of the 
elher offices for transferring ftock, &c. have as 
much analogy to this figure as could eafily be ad- 
mitted of. it is a trite obiervation, thzt a dome^ 
l>y -filling die fight at once with a view of a great 
|>art of an edifice, is calculated to pleafe univerfally 
the vulgar, as well as the man of tafte and refine- 
ttient. On this princi|de die rooms pleafe the eye j 
-but their utility or convenience is not fo obvious. 
It is not eafy to conceive, that the doors, which arc 
comparatively very fmall to the fixe of the apart- 
ments, many of which have but one, can promote 
that ciw:ulation of air which is abfolutely neceffary 
io health* The great hall, for example, has no more 
than two fmall doors, and is occupied for a confi- 
<kr^le* part of the day by a herd of bulls, bears, and 
«ther catdc of Exchange -alley; which, together 
Ifrith a large iroa warmmg-machine, muft vidate 
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the air in a very great degree. A provifion ought 
to have been made for renewing it, 

* It is but natural, to lament, that ways and means 
could not be found out to ereft this building on one 
fide of Charlotte-row, and that of the lord mayor 
on the other; two fuch magnificent ftruftures as 
thefe, in conjun6lion with the church on the fouth 
fide, would have made this a kind of center of beauty 
to the city, and each hadfet ofFand adorned the other. 

It is impoflible to quit this place, without taking 
nptice of the equeftrian ftatue raifed here in ho- 
nour of Charles II. a thing in itfelf fo ridiculous 
and abfurd, it is not in one's power to look up- 
on it without refle(9:ing on the tafte of thofe wht> 
fet it up j but when we enquire into the hiftory of 
it, the farce improves upon our hands, and what 
was before contemptible grows entertaining. This 
ftatue was originally made for John Sobielki, king 
of Poland, but by fome accident, was left upon the 
workman's hinds. About the fame time the city 
was loyal enough to pay their devoirs to kingCharleSy 
immediately upon his reftoration ; and finding this 
ftatue ready made to their hands, refolved to do ii 
the cheapeft way, and convert the Polander into.a 
Briton, and a Turk, underneath his horfe, into 
Oliver Cromwell, to make their compliment com- 
pleat. In this very manner it appears at prefect, 
and the turband upon the laft mentioned figure is 
yet an undeniable proof of the truth of tl^ ftory/ 

^ ■ \ C 6 This 
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This ftatue was ereaed at the fole expence of Sif 
Robert Vincr, alderman^ knight and baronet ; but 
it was removed, together with all the market ftalls, 
in the year 1738, in order to make room for the pre- 
fent manfion^houfe. 

The city of London cannot be accufed of any 
great di^lay of tafte and judgment in the erefHon of 
their manfion-houfe. Inftead of chufmg the pro- 
pofed fpot betwecen the ends of Patcr-nofter-row 
and Newgate-ftreet, where a public building would 
have been. ftcn. to the higheft advantagie, terminating 
the view along Cheapflde^ and have flood beautifully 
detached, they have crammed this mafiy edifice intp 
a corner v^ere it cannot be feen, among buildings 
which are admirably placed to fcclude the light from 
the apartments > and the architeft, to fecond their 
intention^ has loaded the front with a portico, which 
as efFeflually (hades the windows on that fide. In 
faft, when we contemplate this fbrufture,. its heavy 
and ponderous appearance, its want of elegance,, 
and a certaia air of clumfinefs that pervades the. 
whde,. gives us very little reafon to regret its being, 
placed out of fight. 

The following anecdote is related concerning the. 
building of the manfion houfe, and ^ems no bad 
companionto Sir Robert Viner's flatue of Charles II. 

When it was refolved in the common council. to. 
build a manfion-houfe for. the lordmayor, lord Bur- 
lington, zealous in the caufe of the arts,, fent down 
an original defign of Palladio, worthy of its au^ 

thor. 
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ttor, for their approbation arid adoption. The firft 
queftion in court was not, whether this plan was 
proper^ but whether this fame Palladio was a frce«- 
maa of the city or no. On this great debates ea- 
fued, and it is hard to fey how it might have gone, 
had not a worthy deputy rifen up and obferved 
gravely, that it was of little confequence to difcufe 
this point, when it was notorious, that Palladio was 
a papi0, and incapable of courfe. Lord Burling- 
ton's propofel was then rejeiled nem* con. and the 
plan of a freeman and a proteftant adopted in its 
room*. The man pitched upon, who afterwards 
carried his plan into execution, v/as originally' a 
fliip^ight, arid to do him juftice, he appears never 
to have loft fight of his firft profeffion. The front 
of his manfion-houfe has all the refemblance pofli- 
ble to a deep laden Indiaman, with her ftern galleries 
and gingerbread work. The. ftairs and paflages 
within are all ladders and gangways, and the fupet- 
ftrufhire at top.anfwers pretty accurately to the idea 
we ufually form of Noah's ark. 

But. however little we may be inclined to regret 
th^ fecluded fituation of the manfion-houfe, we can- 
not but deplore,, that the church of St. Stephen's 
Walbrook fliould be hid behind it* Thp merit of 
this edifice is now univerfally known,.but it was 
not fo in the time of our author,, who fpeaks thus 
concerning' it: 

* The church in Walbrook, fo little known among 
us, is famous allover Europe^, and is juftly reputed 

the 
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Ae mafter-piecc of the celebrated Sir Chriftopher 
Wren. Perhaps Italy itfelf can produce no modernr 
building, that can vie with this in tafte or propor- 
tion. There is not a beauty which the plan would 
admit of, that is not to be found here in its greateft 
perfe6Hon ; and foreigners very juftly call our judge- 
fticnt in queftion for underftanding its graces nd 
letter, and allowing it no higher degree of fame.' 

At the lower end of King-ftreet, Cheapfide, ftands 
Guildhall, for holding the courts, and tranfafting 
the bufmefs of the city. It was finiflied in the year 
142 1, and is in a Very contemptible Gothic ftile. 
Notwitliftanding its great advantage in fituation it 
has a rtiean appearance. The trifling and ill-judged 
variety of parts prevents all its eflFeft at a diftance ; and 
on a nearer view we perceive, that thefe parts are 
difgufting and void of beauty, whetheV we confi- 
ier them colle£Hvely or feparately.. The four fmall 
ftatues in niches on each fide of the gate, and vul- 
garly fuppofed to reprefent the cardinal virtues, have 
fome merit, 

Guildhall has very little efFeft on the fpe£fator 
who enters it; the entrance being on one fide, pre- 
vents the perfpefHve being feen to any advantage. 
The fteps which lead to the courts are aukwardly 
fituated on one fide of the principal entrance, in- 
fteadof being diredly oppofitej and the two. gigan- 
tic figures which are placed in the balcony, afford 
matter of contempt and derifion to every fpeftator 
'- who ha^ the leaft idea of propriety. Thefe moft- 
. I ftroua 
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ftrous d&furdities are fuppofed to reprefent a Briton 
and a Saxon. 

The ftatue of alderman Beckford, at the weft end 
of the hall, is finely fituated^ and is a great addition 
to the phce. Whether a fancy drapery would not 
have admitted of more elegance than a lord mayor's 
robe, is a matter that it is now too late to enquire 
into; but the flatuary is worthy of commendation 
for fucceeding ib well in this figure, confidering the 
difficulties he had to encounter. The fitting figures 
have very little grace, either in themfclves or their 
attitudes. 

* The fteeple of Bow church is a mafler- 
piece, in a peculiar kind of building, which has na 
£xed rules to direft it, nor is it to be reduced to any 
fettled laws of beauty: without doubt^ if we con* 
fider it only as a part of fome other building, it can 
be efleemed no other than a delightful abfurdity^ 
buteitherconfideredin itfelf,orasa decoration of the 
whole city in profpeft, not only to bejuftified, but ad- 
mired. That which we have now mentioned, is be- 
yond queftion as perfect as human imagination can 
contrive or ejcecuie — ^and till we fee it outdone, we 
fliall hardly think it to be equalled. 

In a place like London, where fo many decora- 
tions are wanted, fo few are to be found, and even 
fo little room to increafe their number, one is forced 
to regret any opportunity which is neglefled, or any 
fj)ace which is hot improved as it ought. It is cer- 
tain, that no fpot is better fituated for a ftatue than 

that 
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that where Cheapfide conduit formerly ftood'; and a$ 
ito king ever deferved that honour more from hid 
peo[^ than the- immortal William IIL I think all 
party difputes ought to have' befen dropt, and the 
vrhole city agreed to pay a comfrfiment to themfdves 
by doing that juftice to him« 

We are now come as. far as where the conduit 
formerly ftood in Cheapfide, and- before I leave this 
place, I think it proper to recommend the fteeple of 
Fofter-lane to the attention of the paiTenger. It is 
not a glaring pile,, that ftrikes the ey« atthe firft view 
with an idea of grandeur and magnificence; but 
then the beautiful pyramid itforms^ and the-juft and 
well proportioned fimplicity of all its parts, fatisfies 
the mind fo efFe<aually, that nothing feems: to be 
wanting,, and nothing can.be Ipared.! 



MORJT- 
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AFTER furveying the cath^d of S^, Paul, 
we {hall take a fhort walk ia the adjacent 
part of the city^ paffing round, the church-yard to 
the eaft ward : from whence we (hall crofe Patcr- 
nofter Row and Newgate-ftreet, through Chrift's- 
hoipital, to Smidifield and Charterhoufe-{quare, and 
return through the Old Bailey to Ffeet Market. - 

* The grand cathedral of St. Paul's is, undoubt-^ 
edly, one of the moft magnificent modern buildings 
in Europe ; all the parts of which it is compofe4 
are fuperiatively beautiful and noble ; the north an4 
fouth fronts, in particular, are very perfeift pieced 
' of architecture, neither ought the eaft to go without 
due applaufe. * 

The two fpires at the weft end are in a finifhed 
tafte, and the portico with the afcent, and the dome 
that rifes in the center of the whole, afford a very 
auguft ^nd furpri{ing profpedt: but ftill, with all 
th^fe beauties, it has certainly yet more defe£b ;^ 
and the pleafure we receive from the firft, is fo much 
qualified and tamed by the laft, that we rather wonr- 
der how we can be pleafed fo much, than why wf 
are difpleafed at all. But not to cofidemn in the 
. I , ' grofs> 
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grols, ni take the liberty to touch upon a few par- 
ticulars, and lay myfelf juftly open to cenfure, in 
cafe I miftake, or blame in the wrong place. 

In the firft place, therefore, there is a moft noto- 
rious* deficiency in point of view ; fuch a huge fa- 
brick as St. Paul's ought, at leaft, to be fufveyed 
at the diftance of Temple-Bar, and the villa ought 
to be confiderably wider than the front of the build- 
ing ; but this is fo far from the cafe here, that we 
cannot fee it till we are upon it : and this defeft i$ 
ftiil made worfe, by turning die edifice from the 
eye, even where it can be viewed, for llie fidce of 
that ridiculous fiiperftition of erecting it due eaft 
and weil« In the next {dace, the dividing the por# 
tico, and, indeed, the whole ftruaure into twa 
ftories on the outfide, ci^tainiy indicates a tike 4i*> 
vifion within : a circumflance abounding widi ab*- 
frirdities, and defeating even the very end of erefting 
it ^t all. If, indeed, the archited had been embaF« 
railed to reconcile the diflance and height of hir 
column, I am humbly of opinion, that a light and 
proper attick ftory had anfwered all ends, both of 
ufe and beauty, and left him room to have enlarged 
his imagination, and have given an air of ma^efty 
to the whole. Let me add, that I apprehend tte 
portico (hould have been farther projeSed on the 
eye inflead of retreating from it, in order to have 
given a grand contraft to the \^ole front) and added 
the perfpeSive within* 

Ifhatt 
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I fhair fay no more on the outfide than this, that, 
according to my bcft notions of regularity and order, 
the dome- fhould have been raifed exad^ly in the 
center of the whole, and that there fhould have been, 
two correfponding fteeples at the eaft, as well as 
die weft, and with all other fuitable decorations i 
if a view of the whole length of the building tOQ 
could have been opened to the water-fide, it would 
have added greatly to its grandeur and magnificence, 
and have aiforded a moft noble profpe£i: from ofF 
the river into the bargain. However odd or new 
the firft of thefe proportions may feem, let any body 
take a view of St. Paul's from any of the neigh- 
bouring hills, and they will inftantly difcern that 
the building is defe6iive, and diat the form of a 
crofs is more favourable to fuperftition than beauty; 
in a word, they will eafily fee, at leaft, that the 
dome, in its prefent circumftances, is abundantly 
too big for the reft of the pik, and that the weft 
end has no rational pretence to finer and more 
i{rfendid decorations than the eaft. Before we begin 
our examination of the infide o£ St. Paul's, it will 
not be amifs to eaft an eye on the ftatue in the area 
before it, ereAed in honour of the late queen. 

It ftands exa£Uy in the front of the buildings 
though it feems, by the odd fituation of Ludgate- 
ftreet, to be on one fide, and is, upon the .whole, 
modelled in a tolerable t^fte, and executed as well : 
the principal figure indeed, the queen herfelf, is an 
exception to this cb^u^der , Aich a formal Gothic 
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habit, and ftifF, affefted attitude, are neither to- be 
endured or pardoned, and there is not one of thofe 
round the bafe diat does not juftly defer ve the p'r©-" 
ferience. 

Whoever underftands the nature of public orna- 
mental buildings critically, always lays it down for 
a rule, that they cannot be too expenfive or mag- 
nificent; for which reafon St. Paul's is fo much 
from being admired, for being fo grand and auguft 
as it is, that nothing is more common than to hear 
it cenfured for not being more fo. Every body 
knows that the fund which raifed it from its ruins 
to its prefent glory, was equal to any defign of 
majefty ot beauty j and as thofe who had it in truft 
went fo far to this neceflary end, it is a thoufand 
pities they did not carry it on much farther, and 
make this pile not only the ornament of Britain', 
but the admiration and envy of all Europe. St. 
Peter's, at Rome, was already built ; a model whicH 
the moft finiftied^ architect need not have been 
afliamed to imitate : ^nd as all its particular Wautiei 
have been long publicly known and admired, I 
think it was incumbent on ns to equalled it at leaft | 
and if we had excelled it too, it would have been 
no more than might have been reafonably expe6ted 
from fiich a natron as om-s, and fuch a genius s^ 
Wren. 

On thcfe principles it is that men of tafte an4 
tinderftanding are furprized, at entering this church, 
to fee fo many faults^ and mi^ fo many beauties-^: 
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they dlfcover, at once, that it wants elevation to give 
it proportionable grandeur, and length to affift the 
j)erfpe£tive : that tiie columns are heavy and clumfy 
to a prodigious degree, and rather incumber the 
profped than enrich it with fymmetry and beauty j 
half the neqeflary breaks of light and (hadow are 
hereby wanting, and half the perfpe<Slive in general 
cut offj at the fame time I don't deny, but many 
parts of the decoration are ex<;eedingly grand and 
noble, and demand, very juftly, a fincere applaufe^ 
The dome is, without queftion, a very ftupendous 
fabrick, and ftrikcs the eye with an aftoni&ing 
pleafure : it is, indeed, one of thofe happy kinds of 
building that pleafe all kinds of people alike, from 
the moft ignorant clown up to the moft accom- 
plifhed gentleman. But yet even here die judge 
cannot help taking notice, that it bears no proportion 
to the reft of the building, and that after you have 
feen this you can look at no other part of Itj 
whereas a judicious builder would hufband his ima^ 
gination, and ftill have fomething in referve to de- 
light the nvjnd, though nothing, perhaps, could be 
contrived to furprize after it. For example, th^ 
very nature of a choir would not admit of any thing 
fo marvellous as the dome, yet it might have re- 
lieved the eye with fomething equivalently beautiful j 
the entrance in front might have been more nobk 
^and uniform j either compofed of wood entirely, or 
marble j for the prefent mixture of both makes a 
idilagreeabk piece of patch- work> that rather difgufts 
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than entertains. The opening on the infide, through 
the prefent beautiful range of ftalls, might have ter- 
minated in a much more magnificent alcove than 
'we fee there at prefent, adorned with all the ele- 
gance and profufion of decoration ; the altar fhould 
have been riifed of the richeft marble in the moft 
cxpenfive tafte, that it might have been of a piece * 
with the reft of the church, and terminated the 
view of the whole witfi all the graces of the moft 
luxuriant imagination: all the intermediate fpaces 
fhould have been filled- up with nobleft hiftorical 
paintings 5 aH the hiajefty df frize-work, cornice, 
and carving, heightened with the moft coftly gild- 
ings, fhould have been lavifhed to adorn it j and on6 
grand flov/ of magnificent curtain depended from 
the windows to finifli and adorn .the fame. Thus 
have I beeji free enough to give my impartial opi- 
nion of St. Paul's, I hope not too prefumptuoufly ; 
and if ignorantly, let every reader's private judge- 
ment fet me right.' 

_ A refolution being taken to build a new cathedral, 
which fhould equal, if not exceed, the magnificence 
tind fplendor of the old fabric. Sir Chriftopher Wren 
was ordered to prepare a defign, and caufe a model 
thereof to be made as a rule and direction for the 
Whole work. To raife a fund fufficient to carry the 
work into execution, the chamber of London was 
made an ofHce for the receipt of contributions to 
defray the expence; into which, in lo years only, 
was paid the fum of laCfOOol. king Charles 11. ge- 
^ neroufly 
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ticroufly giving loool. a year out of his privy-purfe, 
befidesanewdutyoncoals, which produced 5000 1, a 
year, over and above all other grants in its favour ; 
fo that the legacies, fubfcriptions, &c. continually 
coming in, amounted to more money than the pur- 
pofes required. 

Sir Chriftopher prepared a defign antique and 
well ftudied, conformable to the beft ftile of the 
Greek and Roman archite<9:ure; which the bifhops 
difapproved of, as they thought it not enough in the 
cathedral faihiom He then produced the fcheme of 
the prefent ftrufture, which was approved of. 

In digging its foundation, Sir Chriftopher, to his 
great niortification, in extending his Imes to the 
nortb-eaft, when he wanted but fix or feven feet to 
complete his defign, fell upon a pit, where the pot- 
ters of old time had taken their pot-eartii from, and 
filled up the hole with broken fragments of urns, 
vafes, and fuch like rubbilh. This obliged him to 
dig through the fand to the depth of 40 feet at leaft, 
to the folid earth; he therefore funk a pit i8 feet 
wide, (though he wanted at moft but feven) through 
all thaftrata, and laid the foundations of a fquarc 
pier of folid mafonry upon the hard fea beach that 
covered the original clay, which he railed within 15 
^t of the prefent furface, and then turned a fliort 
arch under-ground to the level of the ftratum of the 
hard pot-earth, upon which arch the north-eaft coin 
of the choir of St. Paul's now ftands. 
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AH things being prepared, and many difficqlties 
furmoiinted, in pulling down, clearing away, &c. 
Sir Chriftopher Wren laid the firft ftone on the 21ft 
day of June, 1675, iii the reign of Charles II. 
. The foundations being laid, Portland ftone was 
made choice of to complete the fup^rftruSure, as 
thofe from thence were of the largeft fcandings ; yet 
rfiefe could not be prefumed upon for columns ex-^ 
ceeding four feet iiv diameter: this determined Sir 
Chriftopher to make choice of two orders, inftead 
of one, and an attic ftory, as St. Peter's at Rome, 
in order to preferve the juft proportions of his cor- 
nice, otherwife the fabric would have fallen ftiort 
of its intended height. On thefe principles there- 
fore he proceeded, and raifed the lofty edifice we 
now fee. 

The lower divifion of the building is adorned 
with a range of double pilafters, with their entabla- 
tures of the Corinthian order; and as many of the 
Compofite, or Roman order, ornament the upper. 

The fpaces between the arches of the windows, 
and the architirave of the lower order, are filled with 
great variety of curious enrichments; as are thofe 
likewife above. 

On the weft front is erected a moft magnificent 
portico, graced with two ftately turrets and a pedi- 
ment, enriched with fculpture. 

The columns of this portico are doubled; two 
columns are brought nearer together t^ make greater 
intercolunms alternately, and to give a proper fpace 
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to three doors ; the two fide^doors for dally ufe, and 
the middle for folemnities : the columns are widen- 
ed to make a free and commodious paffage to each, 
which is gracefully done by placing the pHIars alter- 
nately wide and clofe. 

The entrance to the north and foudi is likewife 
by two magnificent porticos. 

The eaft end is beautified by a noble piece of 
carving, in honour of king William III. 

Over all is a dome, terminated by a lantern, ball, 
and crofs. 

The pilaftcrs of die outfide are doubled, which 
ferve as buttrefies, and give fpace to large windows 
between; they alfo adjuft the arcades within, and 
regulate the roof. 

This cathedral is built in form of a Crofs. The 
dimenfions from eaft to weft, within the walls, are 
500 feet J firom north tp fouth, within the doors of 
the porticos, 223 feet; the breadth, at the entrance, 
100 feet; its circuit, 2292 feet; its height within^ 
1 10 feet; to the upper gallery, 266 kct; to the top 
of the crofs, 64 feet; from the level of the ground 
to the top, 440 fcet; the diameter of the dome is 
108 feet, of the ball fix feet; the diameter of the 
columns of the porticos, four feet; their height, 
48 feet. To the top of the weft pediment, under 
the figure pf St, Paiil, is 120 feet. The height of 
the towers, at the weft front, is 280 feet. The 
length of the minute-hand, on the dial, eight- feet ; 
D of 
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of the hour-hand, five feet five inches ; of the hour- 
figures, two feet feven inches. 

The whole cathedral ftands on two acres, i6 
perches, 23 yards, and one foot of ground. 

This vaft fabric is furrounded with about 2500 
ftrong iron palifadoes; and in the area of the grand * 
weft front, on a pedeftal, ftands a ftatue of queen 
Anne j the figures on the bafe reprefent Britannia, 
with her fpearj Gallia, with axrown on her lap; 
Hibernia, with her harp; and America, with her 
bow: the worknianfhip of the ingenious Mr. Hill, 
who was chiefly employed in all the decorations. 
By this gentleman were performed thofe fine ftatues 
and carvings, that add fuch fpirit and beauty to the 
whole ; the lively reprefentation of St. Paul's con- 
verfion, carved in relief on the pediment of the 
principal front; the majeftic figure of St, Paul, on 
the apex of the pediment, with St. Peter on his 
right, and St. James on his left; the four evange- 
lifts, with their proper emblems, on the front of the 
towers. — St.^ Matthew is diftinguiftied by an angel, 
^t. Mark by a lion, St. Luke by an ox, and St. 
John by an eagle. On the pediment, over the nortii 
portico, the royal arms with the regalia, fupported 
by angels, with the ftatues of five of the apoftles. 
On the pediment, over the fouth portico, a phcenix 
rifing out of the flames, with the word resurgam 
underneath it : this device, perhaps, had its origin 
from the following incident : Sir Chriftopher having 
£xed upon the place for the center of the great 
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dome, a labourer was ordered to bring him a flat 
ftone from among the rubbilh, to leave as a mark 
pf direction to the mafons ; the firft the fellow came 
at happened to be a grave-ftone, with nothing re- 
maining of the infcription but the word resur- 
CAM, whiclTwas remarked by the architeft as a fa- 
vourable omen. On this fide of the building are 
five ftatues, which take their fituation firom - that 
of St. Andrew, on the apex of the pediment juft 
mentioned. 

The higheft, or laft ftone, on the top of the 
lantern, was laid by Chriftopher Wrenjthe furveyor's 
fon, in the reign of queen Anne, 17 10, in the pre- 
fence of Mr. Strong, the principal mafon, and others 
chiefly employed in the execution of the work. 

Thus, in 35 years, was this mighty fabric, 
lofty enough to be feen at fea eaftward, and at Wind- 
for weftward, begun and finiflied by one architeft, 
one principal mafon, and under one bifliop of Lon- 
don, Dr. Henry Compton : the charge was fupport- 
ed chiefly by a fmall and eafy impofition on fea-coal. 

Within this cathedral are three ailes. The 
vault is hemifpherical, confifting of 214 cupolas, cut 
off femicircular, with fegments to join to the great 
arches one Way, and the other way they are cut 
acrofs with eliptical cylinders, to let in the upper 
lights of the nave; but in the ailes, the lefler cu- 
polas are cut both ways in femicircular feftions, and 
altogether make i graceful geometrical form, dif- 
tinguilhed with circular wreaths, which is the hbri- 
D 2 Zj^iital 
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zontal feftion of the cuppla. The arches and 
wreaths are of ftone, carved ; the fpandrels between 
are of found brick^ inverted with ftucco of cockle- 
(hell lime, which becomes as hard as Portland-ftone ; 
and which, having large planes between the ftone 
ribs, are capable of further ornaments of painting, 
if required. Beiides thefe 24 cupolas, there is a 
half cupola at die eaft, and the great cupola of 108 
fqet diameter in the middle of the croffing of the 
great ailes^ it is extant out of the wall, and is very 
lightfome by the windows of the upper order, which 
fl:j:tke dovm &e light through the great colonade 
thajt encircles the dome without, and ferves for the 
buJtmerit of the dome, which is bcick* of two bricks 
thick; but as itrifes every way five feet high, has a 
courfe of excellent brick of 18 inches long, bend- 
ing through the whole thicknefs; and to make it ftill 
more fecure, it is furroundcd, with a vaft chain of 
irpn, ftrongly linked together at' every 10 feet: this , 
chain is let into a channel cut into the bandage of 
Pordand-ftone^ and. defended from the weather by 
filling the jgroovei with lead. Over the firft cupola 
is raifcd . anotter ftru<3iur€ of a cone of bricks, fo 
buijt as to, fupjjprt a ftone lantern of an elegant fi- 
gure, and ending, in ornaments of copper, gilt; the 
whole church. ahpve. the, vaulting being covered with 
a fubft,an(ial oakearoof andlead^fo this cone is co- 
vered and hid out of fight by another cupola of ^m- 
b^r and leadj betv^^en whicKand the cone are eafy, 
ftairsj^ which afcend to the laatern. The contrivance 

here 
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here is aftoniflimg. The light to thefe ftairs is from 
the lantern above, and round the pedeftal of the 
fame. 

As Sir Chriftopher was fenfible, that paintings, 
however excellent, are liable to decay, he intended to 
have beautified the infide of the cupola with ndofaic 
work, which ftrikes the eye of the' beholder with 
amazing luftre i and, witliout the leaft decay of co- 
lours, is as durable as the building itfdfj but in this 
he was unhappily over-ruled^ though he had under- 
taken to procure four of the moft eminent artifts in 
that profeffion from Italy. 

The infide of the cupola is painted and richly 
decorated, by that eminent Englifh artift Sir James 
Thomtiillj who, in eight compartments, has fe- 
prefented the principal paflages in the hiftory of St* 
Paul's life; namely, his converfion; his puniftiing 
Elymas the forccrer with blindnefs ; his preaching at 
Athens; his curing the poor cripple at Lyftra, and 
the reverence there paid him by the priefts of Ju- 
piter as a god ; his converfion of the gaoler ; his 
preaching at Ephefus, and the burning the magfc 
books in confequencc of the miracles he there 
wrought; his trial before Agrippa; his fhipwrecSc 
on rfie ifland of Melita, or Malta; and hrs miracle 
of the viper.* 

Befides the choir, the ftalls of which are very 
beautifully carved, and the other ornamehts of 
equal workmanfliip, there is a morning-prayer cha- 
pel, where divine fervice is performed every day, 
D 3 Sundays 
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Sundays excepted ^ and oppofite it, the confiftoiy; 
each of which has a magnificent fcreen of carved 
wainfcot, and has been greatly admired by the cu- 
rious, as has the carving of the ftately figures that 
adorn the organ-cafe. 

In the center of the crofs-aile, where is fixed a 
bjrafs plate, you have a full view of the cupola or 
dome, and of the whifpering-gallery. 

The choir, the ailes on each fide of it, and tha 
organ, are inclofed with beautiful iron/ails and gates. 

The organ-gallery is fupported with Corinthian 
columns of blue and white marble. The choir has 
on each fide 30 ftalls, befides the bifhop's throne on 
the fouth fide, and on the north, the lord mayor's. 
— ^The reader's defk is inclofed with very fine brails 
rails, gilt, in which is a gilt brafs pillar, fupporting 
an eagle of brafe, gilt, which holds the book on its 
back and expanded wings.-*— The altar-piece is adorn- 
ed with four noble fluted pil afters, painted and vein- 
ed with gold, in imitation of lapis lazuli ; and their 
capitals are double gilt. — ^In the intercolumniations 
are 21 pannels of figured crimfon velvet. 

All the floor of the church and choir to the altar 
/ails is paved with marble; the altar is paved with 
porphyry, poliflied, and laid in feveral geometrical 
figures. 

The colours hanging in the body of the cathe- 
dral, over the weftern entrance, were taken from 
the French at Louifbourgh, in 1758. They confift 
* of an artillery ftandard, white and gold 3 one pair 
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of Spanifh ragged ftaves; one pair of Swifs enfign 
colours, green and white ; two pair of enfign co- 
lours, blue and white j and two ftaves without co^ 
lours* 

Of the Curiosities which ftrangers pay to fee. 

Of the Golden-Gallery, price two-pence each 
perfon, 

Entring at the fouth door, on your left hand are 
the ftairs, by which you afcend the cupola, which 
lead to this gallery by 534 fteps, 260 of which are 
fo eafy, that a diild may afcend them; but thofe 
above are unplea(ant, and in fome places exceeding 
dark, particularly, between the brick cone, and the 
outer cafe of the dome ; but what light you have, 
affords you an amazing proof the architeft's con- 
trivance. From this gallery you have a fine pro- 
fpeft of the river, city, and country round, which, 
in a clear day, difcovers a pleafing variety, with 
which many remain fatisfied, and never attempt to 
go higher. 

Of the Whisperikg-Gallery, price two-pence 
each perfon. 

To this gallery you will be invited in yout* de- 

fcent : from hence you have the moft advantageous 

view of the fine paintings in the cupola ; there is an 

cafy alcciit to this gallery for perfons of note, by a 
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moft beautiful flight of ftairs, not to be exceeded ; 
here founds are enlarged to an amazing degree; the 
Shutting of the door feems as loud as thunder at a 
diftancc j the leaft whifpcr is heard round the whole 
circumference, even the tielcing of a watch ; and 
one perfon fpeaking againft the wall, on this fide, 
appears to be prefent to another on the other fide, 
though the diftancc between them is no lefs than 
143 feet. 

Of the Library, price two-pence each perfon. 

The flooring whereof is, indeed, the greateft 
curiofity in it, which is moft artfifUy inlaid without 
cither nails or pegs, like the framing of a billiard- 
table; the boojcs are neither numerous nor valu- 
able ; but the wainicotting, and cafes for their re- / 
ception, want neither elegance nor convenience. 
Tjbere is here a fine painting of bifhop Compton, 
under whom the cathedral was built. 

Of Sir ChriftoiAer Wren's firft Model for build, 
ing this Cathedral, price two-pence each perfon. 

It is a miftake that this model was taken from 
St. Peter's at Rome; it was his own invention, 
laboured with much ftudy, and, as he thought, 
finiflied with good fuccefs. This defign, which is 
of one order only, the Corinthian, like St. Peter's 
at Rome, the (urveyor fet a higher value upon than 
any he drew ; but it was not approved of by the 
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bUhops. Pity It IS, that fo valuable a fragment 
of the Htmoft exertion of this great man's geniiiS 
ihould be fuffered to run to decay. 

Of the Great Bell, price two-pence each 
pcrfon. 

This is in the fouth tower, zni weighs eighty- 
four hundred weight. On this bell the hammer of 
the great clock ftrikes the hour ; and on the lefler 
bell the quarters are ftruck. The found of both 
are fo exceffive loud, that tender ears are much 
affefted if either happens to ftrike while near thenu 
The found of the great bell is faid to have been 
heard as far as Windfor* 

Of the Geometry Stairs, price two-pence each 
perfon. 

This is the laft curiofity {hewn* It is a flight 
of ftairs, the fteps of which are. fo contrived, as to 
hang together, without any vifible fup^rort. Stairs^ 
on this conftru£iion^ are now very common in 
England. 

The whole expence of ere£iing this fuperb edi*^ 
fice atfiouated to the fum of 736,7521. as. 3d.* 

On St. Bennet's-hill, to the fouth-weft of St. 
Paul's cathedral, ftands the Herald's-ofEce, oj 
College of Arms, the place of refidence of the 
kings, heralds, and purfuivants at arms, who form 
a corporate body, coirfifting of thirteen members. 
D 5 This 
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This office was deftroyed by the general conflagra- 
tion in 16665 and rebuilt about three years after. 
It is a fquare, inclofed by r^ular brick buildings, 
which are extremely neat, without expenfive deco- 
rations. The floors are raifed above the ground^ 
and there is an afcent to them by flights of plain 
ftcps. The principal front is in the lower ftory, 
ornamented with ruftic, upon which are placed 
four Ionic pilafters, that fupport an angular pe'di- 
ment. The fides, which are conformable to this, 
have arched pediments. On the infide is a* large 
room for keeping the court of honour ; a library, 
with houfes and apartments. 

Not far from hence, in Great Knight Rider- 
ftreet, is Doftor's Commons, a college for the 
ftudy and practice of the civil law, where courts 
are kept for the trial of civil and ecclefiaftical<aufes, 
uiider the archbifliop of Canterbury and the bifhop 
of London ; as is the Court of Arches, and the 
Prerogative Cpurt. There are alfo offices in which 
wills arc depofited and fearched, and a Court of Fa- 
culties and Difpejifations. Caufes are likewife tried 
here by the Court of ^Admiralty, and that of Dele^ 
gates. 

The caufes of which the civil and ecclefiafticrf 
law do, or may, take cognizance, arc blafphemy, 
apoflacy from chriftianity, herefy, ordinations, in- 
ftitutions of clerks to benefices,, celebration of divine 
, fervice, matrimony, divorces, baftardy, tythes, obla- 
tions, obventions, mortuaries, dilapidations.^ repa- 
ration 
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ration of churches, probate of wills, adminiftrations, 
fimony, inceft, fornication, adultery, felicitation of 
chaftity, penfions, procurations, commutation of 
penance, right of pews, and others of the iike 
)cind. 

Here is a very numerous library, confifting chiefly 
of books of civil law and hiftory, and is daily in- 
creafmg, by the donations which every bifhop gives 
at his confecration. 

At the eaft end of St. Paulas church-yard is St. 
Paul's fchool, founded in 1509, by Dr. John Col- 
let, dean of St. Paul's, for a mafter, an uflier, and 
a chaplain. The Mercers Company aretruftees; 
and their cqndu6l has been fuch in the execution of 
their charge, that the fchool has been always in high 
eftimation, and the revenue is greatly improved. 

The prefent edifice, which was built foon after 
the fire of London, has a very fingular appearance. 
The public opinion is divided about it, but it feems 
more worthy of difapprobation thanpraife; Neither 
utility nor effe&. appear to have been confultedi in 
making the center not more than half the height of 
the ends ; and the mixture of brick and ftone, feems 
to have been intended not fo much to add ftrength 
to the Suilding, as to give it an air of finery, very 
little calculated to pleafe the man of judgment. 
The architeft has deviated exceedingly from the re- 
ceived rules, without offering any thing in his per- 
formance which can induce us to excufe his pre^ 
fiimption. 

D 6 On 
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On the north fide of Newgate-ftreet, nearChrift- 
church, is Chrift's-hofpital \ a fchool for the main- 
tenance ai^d education of children of both fexes. 
This fchool is frequently called the Biue-coat-fehoof 
by the vulgar, from the colour of the children's gar^ 
ments. It has nothing in its ftruAure to claim 
attention from the critic, having been built at dif- 
ferent times, without any regard to general fym- 
metry 5 but its extenfive efFedls demand our notice* 
Henry VIII. in the laft year of his reign, gave the 
priory of St. Bartholomew, and its dependant con- 
vent of Grey Friars, to the poof . In coniequence 
of this grant, the city was obliged to eftablifli a fet- 
tled and regular provifion for the poor in this place. 
But this was not done till the latter end of tbe reign 
of Edward VI. who being extremely afifeded at a 
Termon of bifhop Ridley, took fuch meafures, by the 
advice of that truly chriftian prelate, that this hof- 
pital was permanently fettled. To promote and 
continue which work> he fetded upon it certain 
lands, that had been given to the houfe of di^ Savoy 
founded by Henry VII. for the lodging of pilgrims 
tod ftrangers, but which, at that time, was only 
ufed by vagabonds and ftrumpets. 

The whole revenue of this hofpital is io great, 
that they maintain upwards of a thouiand children 
at a time. Here is alfo a mathematical fehool, 
founded and endowed by Charles II. for the educa- 
tion of forty boys for the fea, to which the go- 
vernors of Chrift's-hofpital have fince appointed 

forty 
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forty more to be taught in like manner. This is a 
fchool of great reputation, and has always hitherto 
been under die conduS of one of the firft mathema- 
ticjd men in England. The prefcnt matter is Mr. 
William Wales, who is fufHciently known to the 
world for lus fcientific knowledge and abilities. 

' In Smithfield we fee a vaft area, that is capable 
of great beauty, but is at prefent deftitute of all ; a. 
fcene of filth and naftinefs j one of the moft naufeous 
places in the yfbdt town. It is true, the ufe v^iich 
is made of it, as a market, is fomething of an ex- 
'Cufe for it J and, in fome degree, atones for the 
want of that decency which would improve it fo 
much: yet ftill, it is my opinion, that ways and 
means might be found to make it tolerable at kaft; 
and an obelifk, pyramid,, or ftatue, in the centei^, 
defended with handfome and fubftantial rails, wcnild 
go a great way in fo dcfireable a projeft. 

^ On one fide of this iri^gular place are the en- 
trances, not the fronts, of a magnificent ho^tal ; 
in a tafte not altogether amifs, but fo erroneous iiK 
point of proportion, that it rather offends than en- 
tertains: but, what is flill more provoking, the 
building itfdf is entirely detached from the entrance; 
and, though fo near a large and noble opening, is, 
in a manner, ftified with die circumjacent houfes. 
It is, indeed, a building . in a box, or cafe ; and 
diough beautiful in itfetf, and erefbed at a prodigious 
cxpence, is fo far from giving pleafure to a judge, 
that he would rather regret its being built at all. 

It 
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It is certain, that where the ground will admit of it^ 
public buildings can hardly be too grand and magni* 
ficent; but where they cannot be feen when 
finifhed, ufe and convenience only fliovdd be con^ 
fulted, and a pile of rough ftones, from the quarry,* 
would anfwer the end, as well as the marble of 
Egypt, with the decorations of Greece or Rome.* 

The Charter-houfe and fquare is not at all re^^ 
markable for architefture, or defign ; but a general 
neatnefs gives it a pleafing appearance. After walk- 
ing through the dirt and hurry of the neighbouring 
ftreets, we find an agreeable contrail in the acade^ 
mical ftillnefs and verdure of diis place, which the 
antiquity of the building, and orderly appearance of 
its inhabitants, contributes to improve. This edi>- 
fiqe was originally a religious found^ion of the or- 
tier of Carthufians^ the word Charter-houfe being a 
corruption of the French Chartreux: but being dif- 
folyed at the reformation, it fell into the hands of 
the earl of Suffolk, who difpofed of it to Thomas 
Sutton, Efq; a citizen of London, by whom it was 
fitted up, and endowed it with lands which,, at pre*- 
fent, produce upwards of 6000L per annum. 

In this houfe are maintained eighty penfioners, 
who, according to the inftitution, are gentlenjen, 
merchants,, or foldiers, fallen into misfortimes. 
Thefe are provided with handfome apartments,- and 
all the neceffaries of life, except cloathsj inflead of 
which, each, of them is: allowed a gown,^ and 7U 
per annum. 

Thcrr 



d by Google 



LONDON. 6s 

There are alfo forty-four boys fupported in the 
houfe, where tfcey have handfome lodgings, and are 
inftrufted in claffical learning, &c. Befides thefe, 
there are twenty-nine ftudents at the Univerfities, 
who have each an annual allowance of 20I. for the 
term of eight years. Others, who are judged more 
fit for trades are put out apprentices, and the fum 
of 40 L is given with each of them. As a farther 
encouragement to the fcholars brought up on this 
foundation, there are nine ecclefiaftical preferments 
in the patronage of the governors, who, according 
to the conftitution of the hofpital, are to confer 
them upon thofe who are educated there. 

The penfioners and youths are taken in at the re- 
commendation of the governors, who appoint them 
in rotation. 

At the lower end of Clerkenwell-green ftands the 
lately erefled county-hall. The front of this edi- 
fice is ofilone, and has very confiderable merit. 
The bafement ftory is ruftic, with fquare windows. 
The central parts project a little, and are ornament- 
ed with four Ionic columns crowned with an angular 
pediment, without which, on each fide, is a pilafter 
of the fame order. The central intercolumniation 
has a large arched window, as have alfo the two in- 
tercolumniations at the ends of the front, over each 
of which are the fafces, &c.. dependent, in relief. 
The other two, on each fide the center, have win- 
dows not arched, the upper fpaces being occupied 
by two upright ovals, containing the figures of Juf- 

tice 
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tice and Mercy, in relief. The pediment fpace ex- 
hibits the arms of the county, with ornaments. 
The whole ftrufture does not feem fufficiently raifed^ 
which is owing to its fituation at the bottom of a 
hill. The moft fuperficial obferver cannot help re- 
letting, Aat it is not placed at the upper end of 
the Green. 

* The Phyficians College, in Warwick-lane, a 
ftrufture little known, and feldom talked of, is a 
building of wonderful delicacy, and eminently de- 
ferves to be confidcred among the nobleft ornaments 
of this city; and yet, fo unlucky is its fituation, 
that it can never be feen to advantage ; nay, ieldom 
fccn at all ; and what ought to be confpicuous to 
every body, is known only to few j and thofe, too, 
people of cunofity, who fearch out their own enter* 
tainments, and don't wait for the impreffions of viJ- 
gar reports, or common fame, to excite their at* 
tention, or influence their judgments.* 

The prifon of Newgate, before it was damaged 
by the outrages of the populace, in 1780, might 
liave been efteemed a model for ftruftures of this 
nature. The external face is entirely wrought in 
ruftic, and ftrikes the mind very forcibly with an 
idea of its purpofe. We behold fymmetry and fit- 
ncfs. The mind is filled, though not widi pleafmg 
fenfations. It is impoffible to confider this mafly 
edifice, but as the manfion of defpair and mifery. 

The Seffions-houfe, being fo near Newgate, hurts 
the general cffeft, which the regularity of that pile 

tends 
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tends to produce ; for we cannot readily determine, 
whether they are detached buildings or not. This 
laft edifice is calculated much more for convenienqe 
than effeft. The principal front cannot be viewed 
but obliquely, and the largenefs of the windows, 
together with, the paflage through which the prifoners 
are introduced, give it a very fmgular appearance. 

Near adjoining to the Seflions-houfe is the fur- 
geons theatre, a modern edifice, built in a ftile which 
pofliffes a noble fimplicity. At this place all mur- 
derers are publicly differed, after execution at Ty- 
burn. 

Fleet-marjcet was opened about the time that 
Stocks-market was abolifhed, to make way for the 
city manfion-houfe, namely, in 1737. The ftalls, 
&c. of this market are well contrived and executed ;• 
but not fufficiently fo to prevent our regretting, that 
one of the nobleft ftreets in London fhould be ap- 
plied to fuch a purpofe. It may be eafily imagined, 
what an addition the renioval of the market would 
be to the city, when the old houfes on each fide came 
to be rebuilt ; for the ftreet from Bhckfriars-bridge 
to Holborn is near half a mile in le'ngth, 30 yards in 
breadth, and almoft entirely ftrait. 

A fmall ftone obelilk has, within a few years, been 
ereiled at the cpmmon center of Fleet-ftreet, Lud-^ 
gate-ftreet, and Fleet-market. 

On the weft fide of Bride-ftreet, not far from 
Blackfriars-bridge, is Bridewell-hofpital, where an- 
ciently ftood a royal palace of the kings of Eng- 
land. 
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land. This was given by Edward VL as part of the 
great plan of charity, concerted by bifhop Ridley, 
and endowed by that monarch. It was infti- 
tuted for the cc^rreflion of vagabonds, and the em- 
ployment of the poor. In this hofpital are gene- 
rally about 100 youths, who are apprentices to me- 
chanic tradefmen, that refide there, and are called 
Arts Mafters. It confifts of two courts, in which 
the buildings are convenient^ and not very irre*- 
gular* 



MORNING 
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MORNING IV, 

OU R next morning's tour will be from Fleet- 
market along the Strand, to the Surry fide of 
Weftminfter-bridge. 

« The fteeple of St. Bride's, at firft fight, ap- 
pears to a good deal of advantage ; but on ever fo 
flight an examination, we conclude it wants variety, 
and the firft and laft order are almoft the fame. 

• St. Dunftan's, Fleet-ftreet, is but an incum- 
brance to the way.* Without having any thing but 
deformity in itfelf, it fpoils the beauty of the whole 
ftreet, and hides the profpeft of Temple-bar, which 
would terminate the view very advantageoufly, and 
to be feen almoft as far again as it is at prefent. 

* Temple-bar is the only remaining gate about 
town, and deferves fome degree of applaufe. If it 
has any fault, it is, that the top being circular as well 
as the arch underneath, the whole wants that con- 
traft of figure, which is fo eflential to beauty and 
tafte. The ftatues on the outfide are good, their 
only difadvantage is the hurry of the place where 
they are to be viewed, which makes it dangerous to 
be curious, and prevents that attention to them> 
which they would otherwife command. 

< The 
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* The fl:ru£lure of the Temple-gate is in the (lile 
of Inigo Jones, and very far from being inelegant; 
I wlfh I could fay the fame of the different detach- 
ments of "building which belong to it j but that is for 
from being in my power, nor ever can or will, the 
property is fo divided and fubdivided, that it is next 
to impoffible that any agreement (hould ever be made 
in favour of harmony and decoration. It is certain, 
that nothing can be finer fituated than the Temple, 
along the fide of the river; and, if we confider the 
elevation of die ground, and how far it extends, the 
moft barren invention cannot fail of conceiving the 
ufe it might be put to, and the beauties it would ad- 
mit of. At prefent tfierc is but one thing which is 
wotth obferving in the Temple, and that is -die oW 
church, which belonged to the Knights Templars 
of Jerafelem J and the outfide even of this is cover- 
ed from tl*e view, that the whole might be of a 
piece. The iiifide, indeed, is yet vifible, and n{iay 
juffly be cfteemed wie of the beft remains of Gothic 
archite<9iire in this city. The form of it is very 
lingular ; you enter firft into a large circular tower, 
which at top terminates in fometJring like a domV, 
and has a very good effeft on the eye ; beyond, op- 
pofite to the entrance, Ac church e^rtends itfelf in 
three ailes, and h buik and finifhed with as much 
elegance and proportion as the tafte of thofe days 
would allow.' 

The buildings called the Temple, are divided into 
the Middle Temple, and the Inner Temple, which 

are 
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are called Inns of Court. They are extraparochiat, 
and chiefly inhabited by attornies, and other ftu- 
dents or profeflbrs of the law. 

' From the Temple it is but a natural ftep to 
Lincoln's Inn ; but by the way, it is worth a ftran- 
ger's curiofity, to vifit the habitation of the mailer of 
the rolls, which is certainly built with elegance and 
conv,enicnce, and can be blamed in nothing, but its 
fituation -, which is, undoubtedly, as bad as the builds 
ing is good. 

* Lincoln's Inn may reafonably boaftof one of the 
neateft fquares in town; and though it is imperfeit 
on one fide, yet that very defcfl: produces a beauty, 
by giving a profpedl to the gardens, wiiich fill the 
fpace to abundantly more advantage, I may fafely 
add, that no area is any where kept in better order, 
cither for cleanlinefs and beauty by day, or for illu- 
minations and decorum by night. The fountain in 
the middle is a very good decoration ; aiKi if it was 
flill Jcept playing, as it was fome years ago, it would 
prcferve its name with more propriety, and give 
greater pleafure into the bargain. 

* The otttfide of the chapel belonging to this fo.r 
ciety, is a very good piece of Gothic architc£lure, 
and the painting on the windows has a great many 
admirers within ; in my opinion, indeed, it does not 
delerve quite fo much apfdaufe as it has received ; 
becaufb the defigns are poor, die fiaces have little ex- 
l^reflion, and there is little reafbn, befide a blind re- 
gard to-aatiquity, to extol them at all. The raifmg 

this 
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this chapel on pillars affords a pleafing melancholy 
walk underneath ; and by night, particularly, when 
illuminated by the lamps, it has an effe£): that may 
be felt, but cannot be defcribed/ 

lFhis chapel was built by Inigo Jones, who, 
notwithftanding his fkill and reputation in archi- 
te£ture, could not perfuade the Benchers to have it 
in any other ftile. 

The new Six Clerks office is a very plain build- 
ing, neatly faced with ftone. It has no pretence to 
praife, as containing no attempt to deferve it. On 
the Chancery-lane fide we are offended at the door, 
which is not in the center of the building, and for 
that rcafon deftroys the regularity of its appear- 
ance. And when we view it from the grand fquare 
of Lincoln's-Inn Fields, we are remarkably ftruck 
with the idea of its being yet unfinifhed. For this 
building does not cover half the eaflern line, and 
the difagreeable vacuity to the fouthward naturally 
induces us to fufpend our approbation, till it is uni- 
formly filled up. A circumftance which, it is highly 
probable, will never happen. 

* The gardens are far from being admirable, but 
then they are convenient ; and, confidering their 
fituation, cannot be efleemed too much. There is 
fomething hofpitable, too, in the fpciety, in laying 
them open to public ufe ; and while we fhare in their 
pleafures, we have no title to arraign their tafle.* ' 

* From the terrace of Lincoln's-Inn gardens, we ; 
have a profpeft of one of the largeft fquares in -. 

Europe j 
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Europe ; it was originally laid out by the mafterly 
hand of Inigo Jones, and intended to have been 
built all in the fame ftile and talte : but by the mif- 
carriage of this, knd many other fuch noble defigns, 
there is too much reafon to believe, that England 
will never be able to produce people of tafte enough 
to be of the fame mind, or unite their fentiments for 
the public ornament and reputation. Several of the 
original houfes ftill remain to be a reproach to the 
reft; and I wilh the difadvantageous comparifoii 
Yizd been a warning to others, to have avoided the 
like miftake. 

• The late earl of Talbot's houfe, the center of 
the weftern pile, is built on the above-mentioned 
model of Inigo Jones, but fo elevated and improved, 
as to make it more fuitable to the quality of the 
owner. There is great fimplicity and beauty in the 
plan itfelf ; as much harmony and proportion in the 
parts it is compofed of, and the decorations are 
well fancied, and as well difpofed. The archi- 
tefture, which forms the entrance into the court- 
yard, is grand and noble, and as Angular in its 
tafte as happy in its efFeft. Sorry I am that the 
houfe adjoining to this, built on the fame defign, is 
not like it in all particulars : the alterations which 
have been made in it are very far from improving it, 
and what it has gained in height it has loft in pro- 
portion ; and what is added of decoration, is de- 
viating from fimplicity and beauty. The height of 
the roof is a blemilb, that the lownefs of the wall 

and 
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and portal will hardly atone for. But that the 
houfe fuffers in itfelf, by thefe ill-judged refinements, 
is not all; it hurts the whole fide of the fquare, 
which thefe two houf^s are properly the center of 5 
and if they had been uniform and regular, would 
have juftly appeared an ornament to the whole ; 
for, it is my opinion, that in all fquares there 
fbould be a capital building in the middle of each 
fide, which fhoold ferve to fix the eye, and give 
the better air of magnificence to the profpeft. 

* Great Queen-ftreet is another inftance of our 
national want of tafte : on one fide is a row of houfes 
that Italy itfelf would not be afhamed of; on the 
other, all the variety of deformity that could be 
contrived as a foil to beauty, and the oppofite of 
Cafte/ 

From hence we (hall pafs down into the Strand, 
through Clement's Inn, which is one of the inns of 
chancery, 

* The firft thing I have to objcd to in the Strand, 
is the Vfhele body of building that extends from die 
Butcher-row to the new church- Such a ftreet as 
the Strand, which is the grand channel of commu- 
nication between two fuch cities as London and 
Weftminfter, couW not be too large and fpacious ; 
and without this incumbrance, and that of Exeter 
Change, Ais ftreet would have poffeffed that advan- 
tage in a very eminent degree ; at leaft from the Bar 
19 York-Buildings ;, and if it had not been adorned 
with noble and majeftic ftru£lures, it would, how* 

ever, 
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ever have been confiderable for its length, and ca« 
pacity of being improved: i^diereas, now it is in- 
cumbered, at its^ very entrance, in a moft (canda- 
lous degree ; and, to mend the matter, too, in com- 
plaifance to the fuperftitious cuftom of a due eaft 
and weft fituation, they have crowded the bacldkle 
of the church of St. Clement into the fece of the 
people, if I maybe allowed the expreflion, even 
though they had room enough to build it othet^ib, 
and prevent fo capital a nuifance. Neither does the 
fabrick itfelf make any amends for this inconveniehce 
by its beauty and magnificence. There appears tcF 
me fomething very fantaftic in the fteepte, fomething 
dumfy and too heavy in the portico^ inH'fotoething 
poor and tinmeaning in the whole fratne. t 

* The New Church in the Strand is one- of the 
ftrongeft inftances in the world, that it is not ex;^ 
pence and decoration that are alone productive of 
harmony and tafte. ' The architeft of this pile ap-' 
pears to have fate down with a refdution of making 
it as fine as poffible, and ivith this view, has crowded 
every inch of fpace about it with ornament; nay, 
he has even carried this humour fo far, that it ap- 
pears nothing but a clufter of ornaments, withodt 
the proper vacuities to relieve the eye, and give 'a 
neceffary contraft^fo the whole. He otigHt to have 
jreniembered, thiatfometKing'fhoulcl firft appear as a 
pl^n or*modcl tobe adorned, and the. decorations 
fliould be only fubordinate to- that iiefign; die em^. 
bellilhments ought never to eclipfe the outline, but 
- — E heighten 
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heighten and improve it. To 6iis we may iafelp 
add, that the dividing fo fmall a labrick into lines or 
ftories titterl J miAed its fimpUcity, and broke die 
^hde into toamanj parts. The fleeple is liable to 
as many ol^eAions as die chuich; it is abundantly. 
too hi^ aod^ in the profile, kfes all kind of pro*, 
portion, both with regard to itfelf and the ftniduie 
it bdoiijgs to* In ihort^ thb church wiU always 
^te^ the ignorant, for die very £une reafon that it. 
iS fure to dilpleaie the ju<l^e»* 

The new building at Somer(et4ioufe is intend* 
^ Ibra vamtj of public offices, the principal of 
which »e die privy-feal and fignet offices ; die navy* 
^fl$fiOi.WlH^y} vijbialliiig; fick and wounded^ 
^dnance; (Ump^ Jotteiy; ialt-tax;hackniy-coachi 
and hawkers and pedlars offices; alfo the furveyor- 
general of cfown*lands-office ; the duchiesof Corn-* 
wall and Lancafter^ the two auditors of imprefts^ 
d^ ptpe-offic^ and comptrdler of the pipe; die 
clerk of the eftreats, and treafurers-remembrancers 
offices* Tlie king's barge-houfes are likewife com* 
|irebended in die plan» with adwelUng for the barge* 
o^afiefi btfidesf houjfes 6m: the teeafiiEQr« tltep4y*maf* 
^r» and fix commiffioners of die navy; for throe 
commiffionertof the vi^ualling, and their Secretary; 
for one commiffioner of the flamps, and one of tho 
iick and wounded; with commooous apartments ia 
every office for a lecroaryj gmt ibme other aftng 
cKctX'^ feraportcTt andihcir fiuni)ies« 

That 
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That part of the edifice v^hidx is next the Strand 
h finiflied, and is in poffeflion of the Royal Society, 
the Antiquarian Society, and tht Royal Academy of 
Artifts. Thefe re(pe£bble bodies ate here accommo- 
dated with halls and apartments for their libraries, 
models. Sec. with rooms for their officers, ^unicverf 
thing elfe which their national confequence couM de- 
mand from an enlightened and libera! government. 

Sir William Chambers is the archlteA. Tkt 
S^^nd front'is a compofition which is far from bein^ 
confiderable in extent, being not more than ^^^ 
ieet long> All diat the artift cbuld do in fo fmaU x 
compafe, and all diat lie feems to have attempted, 
M^s to produce anrob}e<£t, that (hould indicate fome-^ 
thing more confiderable widi^i, and excite thcifec^ 
tator's curiofity to a nearer examination of the wholi^^ 
t>f vy^ich it madfc a part. Hii flyfe in confequence 
is bold, (imple, and regular. It is an attempt to unite 
the cfaaftityand order of the Veneiian mafters with 
the majeftick gr^deur of the Roman. The parti 
«^ few, large, ^uid diftin£l« The tranfitions fud^ 
den, and ffrongly marked^ No br^aics in the gene^ 
ral courfe of the plan, aiid litde movement in shki 
Outline of the elc^ratiop^ whence the whole ftru^re 
has acquired an air of confequence, tO which its 4x1 
menfions do not incitle it. The great proportions 
are fuch as have been oUbhred by PaOadio in the 
Tieni, Porti, and odier of hie palaees iii and about 
Vicenza; and the detail^ with regard to foraiy c^f*. 
pofition^ and meafure^ chiefly ^pUe^ from thip 
)£ 2 lame 
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feme Palladio, from Vignola, and from Raphael, 
from Baldaflar Peruzzi, and from the antique, new 
modelled, and fkilfuUy adapted to the genera) bent 
of the defign. 

The three open archqs in the Strand-front, which 
have been before mentioned, now form the only, 
ind will always form the principal entrance to the 
whole ftrudlure. They open tP a fpacious and (late- 
ly vcftibule, uniting the iftreet with tiie back front, 
and fcrving as the general atrium to the whole edi^ 
Ece, but more particularly to the Royal Academy, 
an^ to the Royal and Antiquary Societies, the en- 
trances to all which are under cover*/ 
. The front of Drury-lane theatre is jp a good 
ftyle, but is incumbered with a large g^lery, which 
is loaded ^;th pots, containing trees and (hrubs. 
JVe fuppofcs the managers haye let. die front hou(b to 
a nurferyrman, who exhibits thefe to allure his cut' 
tpoiers. The general plan of the interior of this 
theatre is, very convenient, but tjie ornaments of the 
gsdleri^^-^lj^.T^oxcs^ are frippery and unmeaning, 
Slender -colungps. of ^kfs may flrike the vulgar sks 
very fine, but thp Judicious wouy wifh to fee pro-^ 
priety confulted, as well as the rage of gaudy deco* 
Tation.^ • ^ r -. r . , , , . 

The theatre at Covent-garden is fomewhat larger 
than thati<?f Prury-lane,. and) has lately been en- 
tirely ^i^vf^d wjtbin. .The nOof bas been raifed fo, 

"* Tw a partictuar atcount of .this building, and its contents fee 
BtttiT% C^de through thd Roy il Academy, in 4to. 

» that 
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tteaf the people in the back feats of the (hiHing gal- 
lery have a good view of the ftage. The feats, as 
well in the pit, as m both galleries, are confiderably 
raifed, and are therefore more convenient. The 
fide boxes extend upon the ftage as far as where the 
Itage doors formerly w«re ; they are confidera1)ly 
elevated, and are far better conftruded for the pur- 
pole of feeing than formerly. White Corinthian 
pillars, with gilt fluting and ornaments, fupport the 
l>oxes and firft gallery, and, together with the cr4m- 
fpn curtains that decorate the front of each box, 
have a very happy eflfeft upon the eye : however, 
iriiis effect is far more rematkaWe from the ftage 
than to the audience. ^ The ornaments are few and 
frmpfe. ' The colour of thfe columns is a light pearl ; 
the flutings are ftiaded with a tint of green fome* 
4hing darker, as arc thfe panricls likewife. The 
front; boxes are lighted by four luftres^ and have a 
large, girandole at each end. Th^ entrances have 
been altered, and every thing appears tb have been 
done wrhich the theatre admits of to make it com*- 
pleat. 

' Covent- garden would, have been, beyond* dif- 
pute, one of the fineft fquares in the univerfe, if 
finifhed on the plan that Inigo Jones firft defigned 
for it; but even this was neglc6led too; and if he 
deferves the praife of the defign, we very juftly in- 
cur the cenfure fi^r wanting fpirit to put it in exd- 
<utJon. The piazza is grand and noble,^ and the 
fiiperftru<Jlure it fupports Jightand elegant. The 
E 3 market 
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lBarke^in the middle may be a matter of much profit 
to the ground-landlord, but I am fure it is a great 
nuifance, with refpcft to the beauty and regularity «rf 
the fquare, and, in a great meafure, defeats the very 
iatej^t it was iirft calculated to ferve, 

* The church here is, without arrival, one of ib^ 
|Doft pcrkA pieces of archite^re that tbe art of mam 
can produce j nothing can be poffibly imagined mom 
JKmpIe, and yet mi^gmficence idelf can hardly give 
greater pleafure. This is a ftrong proof of the force 
of hamiony and proportion ^ and, at the iame tioie^ 
a demonftration, that it is tafte, and not eaq)ciK<v 
.which, is the parent of beauty. If &is buit^Kiig caifr 
be iaid to have any defe£l, it is in the form and man*- 
per of the windows, which, are not only^ in a b^ 
^ufto, but out of proportion too.* 

The author of a ^ited and judicious fcunphlei^ 
jpubli&ed about i% years ago, oppofes this opimcm 
^with force and impartiality. Speaking^f this church,^ 
Jhe obierves, that from its moderate fize and unim- 
^rtance, although very fufceptible of beauty, it has 
no pretenfions to fublimity. What, however, has 
'luqppened ? The Iflft is pofitively what alone was. at* 
tempted. It was thought poflible to give an air of 
fgrandeur, by rendering it fimple and great in the 
4)arts ; but in effect, vnth its orijginal litdenefs, and 
the extreme fimplicity df the ord^r, it finks dowp 
very near to the character of a barn. 

It js commonly believed at this day, that Inigo 
Jpnes, whofe /ujperior genius fliinc^ conipicuousin 
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iB hts other works, tras cramped In his cEefign ibr 
"^his cfaorch; arid that, bekig confined to a certain 
expence, all be a^ired at was to make it the fineft 
iam in England. This may ferve as an excufe ftr 
the archite6l, but n<Mie for the age that received 4t 
as a temple in th6 perfedioa of the Tufcan ilyle» 
Maundrelly a judicious and cotred obferver of thoie 
times, gives its (dan sind pe]^pe£tlve,. for the purpo^ 
;fo comparing it with the famous t^m^le of the fun 
tit Balbec,.in Syria. It tnuAy however, be acknow<» 
ledged, that by die happy mamier of plaeing 1% 
fome efied is produced,, in ^te of the injudicious 
simplicity of the fabric^ 

On the fpot formerly called Durham^yard, on the 
iiore of the Thames, is now erededamafs oF large 
Bouibs, wfaick may be ^ed ftupendouSy if we con** 
£der it as a private undertakings It was built by 
Ifeearchitefb Robert and^ John Adam, and was dif- 
' pofed of feme few years ago by lottery, at 50 1. per 
ticket. The houfes are in a very judicious and 
pleafing ftrcet ftyle^ Without any unnoceflary re- 
dundancies,, they exhibit a fcenc of regularity and 
beauty. The terrace has no inconfiderable fhare of 
grandeur,; and the whole pile is fuch as does gfeat 
credit to the profeffionsd abiiities of the arcbke^,. 
at the £ime'tmie ^t it is an ornament tathe^me-^ 
tropolis. 

The terrace is nearly Ifcvet with the Strand, awd 
therfeft)re' much elevated ibove the river^ On thiif 
afi/OouAit,; as well as from its {ituaiTon, thii4fti!eet:is 
' ^ *^ E 4 not 
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jK)t eqiralled by any other in London. By its ele- 
vation, it commands a view over the houfes in Lam- 
beth Marfh, to a confiderable diftance in the coun- 
try; and by its fituation, which is on the very fum- 
. mit of the bend of the Thames, the buildings on 
both ibores are feen to great advantage. The ca- 
thedral of St. Paul's, the abbey at Weftminfter, the 
p^ace at Lambeth, which, though rude and irregu- 
lar, is not unornamental in the view; and many 
other edifices are at a very happy diftance, and great- 
ly enrich the fcene. But the view immediately be- 
neath the eye is particularly ftriking. On each fide, 
a noble expanfion of water' is ftretched out for the 
fy2Lce of near looo yards, at the end of which ap- 
pear the bridges of Weftminfter and Blackfriars. 
Thefe ftruftures, which are an honour to the nation, 
£12 both beheld from hence in the beft po0ible'point 
of view ; the diftance being fudi, that the beauty 
land fymmetry of the whole may be caught at one 
glance, while the fmaller parts afe not too remote 
to be feen diftin£Uy. From this place tlie two 
bridges may be compared, and the fpedlrator is at a 
lofe which to give the preference to, the lightnefs 
and elegance of Black:friars-»bridge, or themajeftic 
foHdity of that of Weftminfter. 

^ York-ftairs is, unqueftionably, the moft perfeft 
piece of building, that does honour to the name of 
Jnigo Jones : it is planfied in fo exquiflte a tafte, 
formed of fuch equal and harmonious parts, and 
adorned with fiicb proper and eldgant decorations, 

that 
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that nothing can be cenfured or added* It is, at 
once, hapj)y in its fituaticxi beyond comparifon, and 
fancied in a ftyle exaftly fuited to that fituation* 
The rock-wcffk, or ruftic, can nwvev be better in- 
troduced than in buildings by the fide of water; 
and, indeed, it is a great quefiion with me, whe- 
.ther it ought to be made ufe of any where elfe.* 

* The ftables in the Meufe are, certainly, a veiy 
grand and noble building ; but then they are in a 
.very Angular tafte^ a mixture of the ruftic and the 
Gothic together i the middle gate is built after the 
£iil,raiKl the towers over the two others in the laft. 
I will not take upon me to determine whether this is 
a faiilt or no, or whether any other kind of building 
would have fiated th^ pdrpoie as well 'y^ but this I am 
fure of, that unlefs the other wretched buildings are 
^pulled down, and the correfponding wings are made 
to anfwer the bulk alreaxly ratfed ^ unleis the area is 
laid out in the moft juft and elegant manner, and 
the whde*l^-open to Ao ftu^et, it will add a hew 
^efle£lion on 'our tafte, for beginning fo many cx- 

penfive undertakings, without finifliing one/ 

* I could wife too, that a view was opened from 
hence to St. Martin's church ; I don't know any 
one of the modern buBdingfe abou% town whkh better 
d^rves fuch anadva^agv : the. portico is^ at onc^^ 
elegant and ai^uft,' and the fteeple above it ought 
to be cbnfideredas one'ofthdnK)ft tolerable in town. 
If the fteps apifmg from the ftreet to the front could 
have been made segul^r^ >an4 onia \m4 (rdm tnd to 
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«nd, itcouldhavc giveiiiit avery conjklerable graced 
^but as the fituation crf'the ground would «ot allow 
it, this is to be efteemed rather a mtsfbrtui^e than a 
'£iult. The rowd columns, jat each angle of ti^e 
church, arc very well c6nceived, and have a very 
•fineefFed in profile of ^ building : the eaft end ts 
remarkably elegant, and very juftty challenges a 
^particular ap{daufe. In (hort, if there is any thing 
iwmnting in.thisiabrick, it is a little more.eleyation j 
which, I fnrefume, is apparendy wanted within, and 
-would create an additional beauty widiout. I cant- 
juat help thinking too, that, in complai&nce to the 
jgalkries, the archited has reveried the order of the 
windows^ it being always ufual to have the large 
4mes neaieft ^ eye, and die finally byway ofatdc 
Jlory, at the top/ 

The open area^ in wfaidi die Strand termuuUe% 
is.caUed Charing-crois \ irom the magnificent crofe^ 
(«r«£l€d here by Edward I. in memory of his beloved 
Jikanon Part of this croft remained at the time.tif 
4he civil wars in the reign of Charles L when it 
was pulled dawn, as a remnant of Popifli fupeo- 
4ition. After the reftoration^ tbeequeArkn Hatue 
^Charles I. was ereAed on the ipot« 

* KorthumberUpid-hoiife is tery much in die 
;Qotbic tafte, and, of courfe^ cannot be fiippofiefl 
irery ekgant and beautiful ; and yet there is a granH 
.jkyr and majefty in it, that ftcikes every ipedatcr 
^ib a veneration for it : this owing endrely to.the 
Anylicity of its .partly ihe greatnefi of its extent, 
4. jJ V - and 
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^UnJ the romantic air of the towers at the angles. 
The middk of the fronts next Ae Sttend, is cer- 
tainly much more antient dten any other part of the 
building, and, though fini&ed in a veiy expenftve* 
manner, is a very mean and tnfling piece of wori:^ 
It may, indeed, preferve the idea df the original 
^^ and acquaint the modems witb-the antiquity 0$^ 
tbeir forefitdiers; but then it bveafcs the un^fermity 
•f the whole, ^and might be fpaved witl^m^ -pro^ 
priet^ than continued^' 

^ The ilatue ^ Cteirisig^'Cro& hag 4be a^anfiftgr 
0f being well 'placed ; die pedeftal is- finely elevotetf,* 
Md'tfie horfe'full «f fim and fpiri^; but the man is 
SI* defigned, and as tamely executed : #ier« is iie^ 
lliihg of expfeflion in die ftce, nor chanuSer in tile* 
figuit i and diough it may be vtdgaviy admired, it 
•ugbt to be generally condemncdl 

• When I ^have ftood at Ais^ place,- 1 Kave often 
jjegretted' th^rtr fome fuch opcmng as this Bad been 
eontrivedy^ to ferve as a center between the two ^ 
cities of London and WefFminfter,and from whence^ 
farticidariy, the cathedrals of St* Paul's and the 
Abbey might havebeen feeny as the terminations of 
ihe two viftas. I am of opinion, tiiat nothing in 
Europe would have had a finer effcft ; but now it is 
irapoflH)re itKbDul'd ever take place j and I mention 
'i-onlyby way of bint,^ that private property is, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, the only bar tcv pwblie ornameAt- 
anjd beauty;. 

E 6 ' -^Tlrir 
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^ The Admiralty was erefted on a fpot of ground, 
which afforded the architeft room for all tiiie beau- 
ties his imagination could fuggeftjr and the expence 
it was raifed at, enabled him to execute all that 
beauty in a grand, though fimple manner. How he 

: has fucceeded, the building is a {landing evidence ; 

I ai)d very much concerned I am, ta fee a pile of that 
dignity and importance, like to continue a laftii^ 
reproach of our national want of tafte. 

* I muft ingenuoufly confels, that Ae number ef 
Jitde boxes that are built on the ruins of Whitehall, 
m^e me no fatisfedUon for thfe lofe of that palace ; 
not that I believe it ever was a fine ftruA^ire, but 
becaufe it might have been fo ; becaiife no piece of 
ground, fo near two cities, could afford a finer fitu- 
ation, with fo noble a river on one fide, and ib 
beautiful a park on the other : but becaufe Inigo 
Joneses plan for rebuilding it is ftill forthcoming, 
and may be made ufe of to eredl a ftru(Shurc equal 

^ to the fituation. The majeftic (ample he has given 
of his art in the Banqueting-houie, is a continued 
perfiiafive to incline us to wifh for the reft of that 
magnificent pile, of which this was intended to be 
fo confiderable a part. To be fure, if ever this 
could be effeiSted, Britain might boaft of a palace, 
which might excel even tthe proud VerfaiHes, arul 
bias much vifited too, in compliment to its fupe- 
rior tafte. . 

* I cannot leave this place, without taking fome 
iiotice pf th^ admiri^b cieling, performed hf 

^ Rubens^ 
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Rubens, which is^ beyond controverfy,^ one of the 
fineft things of the kind in Europe. It is, indeed, 
not fo generally known as one could wifl), but it 
needs only to be known to be efteemcd according to 
its merit. In fliprt^ it is but an ill decoration for a 

.place of religious worihip; for, in the firft place, 
its contents are no ways akin to devotion; and, in 
the next, die workmanfhip is fo very extraordinary, 
that a man muft have abundance of zeal, or no 
tafte, diat can^ attend to any thing befide.* 

* Before I quit this place, I muft take notice of 
the brazefi-ftatue, erefted here in honour of Jamc^ 

.II. The attitude is fine, the manner free and eafy, 
the execution foiiflied and pcrfeft, and the exprcf- 
fion in the face inimitable : it explains the very 
foul of that unhappy monarch, and is, therefore, as 
valuable as if it commemorated the (Matures and 
form of a hero. In fhort, 'tis {Mty it is not re- 
moved to forae more public and open place, that it 
-might be better known, and more admired.* 

The infcription on the pcideftal, the words y^^- 
ius Secundus excepted, appears to have been erafed, 
Oppofit^ the Banquetting-houfe is the Hor6- 

^ guards, a noble modern edifice of ftone. It coa- 
fifts of a center and two wings, and has an air jof 
ftrength, plainnefs, and regularity, which fuits very 
well to its defignation. In the center of this ftf uc- 
tu^e is an arched pai&ge into St. James's Park, 

, ^d the building over this has a pediment, in whkh 
ar& the king's acms j(n reliefs The cupola at tof , 

' .. : . with 



d by Google 



?J6 TOUR THROtr<^ir 

Ivith the clock, is a prbpcr finifii, but has nothffi^ 
in itfelf to claim rcfpc£l. From the parade in St^ 
James's park the whole front appears much moi«^ 
limple, and has x better cfied, though it muft be 
allowed- tiiat its fize is not adequate to the noble^ 
area before it. Tl^s is liie principal f ntrance to* 
^e park^ and die fovereign pai&s diroogh it when? 
he repairs to die fenate. It is a j^ace almoft un- 
equalled for exhibiting a building to "the fa^gheft ad— 

^ vantage,, and cannot but be attended to^ by evef y 
ibreigner who viiks this kingdom.^ We cannot,. 
Aercfofe, help wifhing, that this pile had been in^ 
the ^le of one of the ancieot tfiumptel arches^}- a* 
ipecies of compofition whiciv admits of the higheflr 
magnificence and be^Hity,, which,. fiDm the various 
points of view m the park, would have continually 
jR'efented new elegancies to die fi^t, and which^. 
en the Whitehall fide, would have had the additional' 

-advantage of a fiae nural pep^dive feen through. 
ks principal' arch». 

" The Treafury is a BttildKi^ compofed erf beautifuF. 
parts,, but more cafculated- fer a ftreet than for fueh. 
an area as the parade.. The parts are too i^umerouSy. 
and want that fimplicity and grandisuc'of effeA,. 
which a few would pr€fdufce. 

* We proceed to Wcftminfterya city long famou8^ 

-for its antiquity, yet producing very little worthy^ 
«ttendon, and lefs of admiration. We wiH begins 
with the hode on the l^ftband of King^ftreet^ and' 
jwaradjwnOTg^o-Privy-gtrdicriynot Aatit iSsVe^jr 

" " remarkable 
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ttmarkable in itfelf, but bccaufe it ha& one of the 
moft elegant irregular views before it of any houfe 
in town. The ftreet before it forms a (pacious and 
nobk arra« On the one fide is the Treafury, Horfe- 
guards. War-office, and Admiralty; and the other 
is adorned with a profile of die Banquettkig-houfey. 
at WhitehaU; between Atk the ftreet is difirovereS 
winding ^to^Charing^^rofs, and over the tops of the 
h6u(es ther^, the ficeple of St. Martin's, fof^ened hy 
the dtffance, ends the view, and marics the keepings 
t)£ the vdiole. 

^ And yet, with all theft advantages, the i^iot was^ 
dong a public nutiance, as well as altthofe houfes \tf 
'King«^reet> Channel-row, and ^e entire fpace be«- 
'tween them. Nodiing in the univerfe coul^ be more 
abfurd than fa wretched a coram unkratten bet weefk 
two foch cities as London and Weftminfter, previ- 
ous to Ae building of Parlkment-ftreet; a pafiage 
«which muft be frequented by all foreigners ; which 
is vifited even by the fovereign htmfelf,. many times 
ayeari which is^ the ro^ of all the jufticiarybufiiiefi 
of the nation; the only thcfrougWare to the feat df 
(the legiflature itfetf; and the route of our moft 
|>ompous cavalcades and procefBons ;, furely fucH ^ 
^pkceasthis^oughf, at kaift, to be large and conve- 
nient^ if not coiUy and magnificent ; though, in. 
•my d^nion^ it ought to -be the centre of our ele^ 
'^gance and grandeur: and tado diis efieAually, al^ 
the buiMings Lhave complained of, ought long finoe 
<t& baVc4)«en;lev<Ued tO' the ground, amb a i]pace Jaid 

open 
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open from the Privy-garden to Wcftminfter-hall, on 
one fide ; and from the weft end of the abbey to 
Storey's-gate^ on the other j this furrounded with 
fione buildings all in a tafte,. r^ifed on a piazza or 
colonade, with fui table decorations; and the mid* 
die ibould be adorned with a group of ftatues, an- 
fwerable to the extent of th&-circuit: roUnd it. It is 
^afy to imagine wh^t an effeft (uch an improvement 
as this would have on .the fpedbtor, andiiow much 
more agreeable it would be to the honour and credit 
of the nation. I fhould farther defire, too, to fee 
the little hovels demoliihed, which now incumber the 
ball and the abbey, that thofe buddings might be feen, 
at lea|l 9 and if they.could not be admired for thetr 
beauty, they might be reverenced for their greatnefe 
and antiquity. If jStJ Margaret's were removed 
with the reft, it would yet be a farther advantage ; 
for then the fine chapel of Harry VII. would come 
^nto play, and be atteirfed to as it deferves. I am 
very f^r from expelling, or even imagining, that 
any of thefe alterations ^Al ever come to pafs ; J 
.mention them only to explode, the miieij^ble tafte of 
:Our anceftors, who neglefled, or did 1191 underftand, 
^hefe beauties ; and their defcendants may grow .wifer 
at their expence, and prevent the like, cc^nfures from 
/ailing upon them« , : ; i 

* Nothing can be more .ufjvorthy. of {q auguft » 
body as the parliament of Great-Britain,, than the 
pcefent place of their afiembly. It muft, undoubCr 
cdly^ be a great furprixe to a for^igner,^ to be forced 

. ' ' to 
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to enquire for the parliament-houfe, even at the 
dooTsj and when he has found it, to fee it fo de- 
tached in parcels, fo incumbered with wretched ar 
partments, and fo contemptible in the \vhole, . I 
could wifli, therefore, to fee this evil remedied ; to 
fee fo ufeful and neceflary a fcheme take place. J 
fhall fay no more on this fubjcft than, that I (Jiould 
be glad to have both houfes under the fame roo^ 
built on the fame line, exadUy oppofite to eachotl^er, 
the feats ranged theatrically, the throne in the midft 
of one femicircle, the fpeaker's chair in the others 
and that .when the king made his fpeech, ways and 
means might be found to remove the partitions fropfi 
between the two houfes, and prefent th^ whole par?- 
liament of Britain at one view, aflembled in the moft 
grand, folemn, and elegant manner, with the fove- 
reign at their head, and all the decorations round 
them which could ftrike the fpe£btor dumb widi^ ad- 
miration at the profufion of majefty, which fet o^ 
and adorned the whole. 

« After fuch a fcene as this has been prefented to 
the imagination, no other has importance enou^ 
to be attended to. I expedt, therefore, that what 
has been faid of Weftminfter-hall will meet widi 
but a cool reception. That ftrutSure is remarkable 
only for being the largeft room in Europe, which 
has no column to fupport it ; all that is excellent in 
it, therefore, is to be found in the contrivance and 
workmarifhip of the roof; and, no doubt, both are 
truly admirable. But ^ fkill and contrivance are 

both 
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lK)th thrown away, wnlcfs they are to be (een in tf- 
fcft, fo a room of half the extent of this, fupported 
•n beautiful pillars, and gvaced with fuitame cor- 
luceS) according to the antique, would excite a 
great deal more applaufe, and dcferve it infinitely 
better. 

• I fuppofe my readers have already obferred, tfiat 
during the courfe of my eflays on this fubjeft, I have 
Tiot contented myfelf with bar^ remarks on the or- 
naments I find finifhed to my hands; but that I have 
taken all opportunities, befide, of pointing out ways^ 
arid means, which either may or might have been- 
made ufe of to refine upon fome, to adjoin others,, 
and make the mofl of every fttuatton for the beau* 
tifying and adorning the whole. It is in this view,. 
I often mentioned things, which, by the inteiw 
'fcring of property, can never take place ; and hoFd' 
myfelf cxcufed in Ae prefumption, that a negleft im 
'etvt particular may be made a ^ur to the improve* 
mcnt of another. 

* The new church of St. John,. wiA the four 
towers, at Weftminfler, is fituated in fuch a man^ 
ner, with refpeft to Old Palace-yard, that it might 
have been feen from thence, at the end of a noble^ 
Tifta, to the greateft advantage imaginable.. The- 
light of the towers over the tops of the houfcs^)uts^ 
every body in mind of this, and it is with mtich re- 
gret we lofe fuch a beauty., A3 to the building 
itfelf, it is in a very particular! tsAcy and has a great 
anixture of beauty aud<^price in it; there are many 

* paru 
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|jarts df it which I apfnrove, ani many more which 
I conxkiim : it i% to be iure, a fittal miftake, to en« 
sleavour . at an excelience, and then err fi> wide df 
the mark as to fiumble on defomixties: all falfe or- 
naments become ialfe inftantly^ and only ierve to 
make an oUcnrity more conljpiciious. If the archirr 
:te<^ of diis pile had.cmce thought of this rule, I am 
jSierfuaided :b^ would have been abund^dy more 
chafte in his compofition, and cut his towers, like 
jdiofe of'fiabyion, ofFin the middle. 

^ H^ry the. Seventh's chapel has an undoubted 
j-ight t0 be tsdcen notice t)f in a very particular man^ 
iier9 ,as being one of the moft expenfive remains of 
^he antieAt £ngli(h tafte and magnificence. To.fae 
fure, there is no looking on it widiout admiration^ 
l>ut then h^ 'beauty confifts much more leminently in 
&e workmanfliip dianithe contrivance, which .U 
juft the reveiie of irfiat it ought to i)e. The -pr^ 
^rtion znd harmony erf a plan is the firft grand 
iccret in building ; nicety, and point in executiort, 
the laft. Thus it ha^ppens, tteit the edifice before uKs 
iias nothing in its fiDrm to furprize or charm'; and 
^U the expence of art, which is lavilhed away upon 
it, only excites pity diat the fubjeft deferved'no 
-better, I am very fenfiWc, I run no finall rifle of 
being* cenAured for maldn^ fo fi?ee with fo celebrated 
a pile as this; but as I profefs n^felf clear of att 
prejudice, and only in purfuit of truths lb I ihall 
-take all die liberties whidv are of ^ pie<re widi fuch 
a 4diara&er^ s»d ^reii^^'t^. M ^VQrned by -reMbti 
. . / ' an! 
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and judgment only. , On thefe principles, tHereforcv . 
I will boldly affirm, that nothing can be moreabfurd 
than ereftting this fabric at the end of the abbey ; it 
now ferving only to fpoil the fymmetry of both, and 
<iBake a botch inftead of adding a beauty. If there 
were any point of view where thefc pieces might be 
fcen together, the truth of my! affertion' would be 
apparent; and, as it is, a. little imagination wiU 
^ifwer the fame end. 

* Let us farther add, that, by this unnatural con* 
junftion, the whole magnificence of fronts which 
might have been given to this c<^ly chape!^^ is eii^ 
tirely loft.; and thofe who admire it moft implicitly 
jimd devoutly, cannot hdp^ enquiring, for an^ntrahc^ 
.fuitable to the reft of the ftru<Slure. 

. . * LfCt us for once then fuppofe, that it had b^n 
entirely detached from the abbey, and efefted of^ 
.pofite the Houfe of Lords,, with'^a fumptuous frbnf 
to the ftreet ; let us fuppofe the new Parliainent-^ 
houfe finifhed on the other fide, and the before-, 
mentipned vifta kud ppen^to the n6w church, 
the cpnfequence would, then, be anc^er group of 
beauties in building and decoration, which ^w 
cities in Europe CQuld parallel. 

* By the many things i have faid of the advan- 
tage of fpace before a building, in order to add 
magnificence to the view, nobody will. 'wonder, I 
•prcfufne* that I am for demoliftung a large part of 
idle Dean's-yard, and laying open the ftreets at the 
weft end of the abbey^ at leaft^ to an egual .breadth 
I .. with 
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■with the building. I muft frankly own, nothing . 
appears fo miferable to ^me, as fuch incuinbrances 
round a grand and elegant building : they abate the 
pleafure of the profpeft moft. exceedingly, and are 
real difadvantages to the builder's fsmc, 

*. Wpftniinfter-abbfey h a fabric of great' anti- 
quity, anil challenges fome kind of veneration on 
that account : it is Beffdes of prodigious bulk, and 
fills the eye,, at leafl, if it doe J not fatisfy it: To 
giahce at.ii inthe^landfc^ape, without examining itk 
parts, it pleafestolerabty well ; to.exartnne its parts, 
we are under a ncceffity of difliking the whole. : If 
tfie height ftirpr?zes,^wcJare ^ut of humour with its 
fyrnV'y ^nd the kofits, -in* particiilar, ought to have 
rbwb'^tmihehtly aberve die reft, 'in o^der to have va- 
ried the itfffev and *^e0* tjiat grace it fo idfiMy 
warils, .»*We:now mtfaer think «f a vbarn^ than a 
church. - I belkeve this imagt is entinrely owing to 
the iharpne& 6fld)e:roQf, and if that was re^iified^ it 
would.b^s greatly ta «fa|^ ^vwta^ <Jf the building jUi 
geiw««l.!:.f:' -• . :;:/ . ' o^ >.: . 

- 'fr^As.ito.thcinfidc of the church,' it is certainly 
more perfe£i and judicious than the out; theper^ 
fplifUve is! ftrbng ahd beautiful ) and: {bikes the 
tpoflsvtor Sn* a very forcible manner, as fbon as -he . 
mafaesbis entrance : and ye^ it dwes the greateil 
|trt:of its ciKs^tc'a fault in fymraetry.« it is the 
i^cfedtng height of 'the gr^ild^aila w4iich gives the 
fttomSxn^aA'i im iiyA^wi^ oiilyin cxb/R ^ptfy* 
^i;j ,^ portion 
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portion to the reft of tte parts, it would hot be 
tUftinguiflied Co much, and yet woidd def^ve mach 
.greater praife* 

* The org;aii has cveDTHtcrfcrcd wiA this beaoty, 
and broke the viSta, in the moft ii^ndicious manner 
imaginadile: the iron gaftebdow, it is tnte, makes 
jboie amends^ by prefenting us widi a litik view of 
perfpedive, which would make one ot the faeft fnc^ 
tures in that ikjk^ I ^ever faw ; and the Hght& and 
fiiadows fall fo artfUly^ tiiat die painter has nodxing 
dfe to do but copy : it will havdly beinhitpowerto 
improve*^ 

The abbey of St. Fcter'ft is of fech antiquity, thi« 
we are not without feveral hbyimtit accdunts of it^ 
Ibundatton, St* Peter^t» whom it t$ dedicaied, is 
£ud to have ere^ed an oratory btsxe^ but the tale 
needs no rcfirtation. About die year 6o6, of tii« 
Chriftian xra, S^ebert, or Sdiert, king of die 
Eaft Saxons, dien newly converted, built, a church 
4a die fite dF Wieftalij*et-a**ey, ^i^lended ta 
i^avc confecrated k to St. Peter ; bat that^po^Q 
<2ame die night before the ccwffliony^ and corfe* 
crated it bimfelf. ^ 

^ The authomicf x>n wJuAi tins fcfr tate is boikj 
are (bmewhat better than the former ^ and it ieetnsij 
-dtkaft, to haw been generally believed at die timn 
t»f £dwkril the ConfeiKu*. For diac i^rmce, durin| 
his exik^ in: Normaildy^ according to die UinSy 
oealpUs cuftom of.diatage,. haimadb pfmfviOf»^ 
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pOgtimage, &c. in cafe he fhould be reftored to hi$ 
<k)iniiuons. Accordingly, in the year 1045, he 
thought it incumbent on him to go to Rome, pur« 
fuantto his former refolutions. But this did not at 
all fuit wtth the poUttcal intentions ci thdfe who had 
reftored Itim to the thix^ae : :they dierefore propofed' 
an expedient, calculated, at once, to quiet the con- 
science ^ the royal enthuiiaft, and to preferve the 
tranquiUi^ of Ins people. 

For thde pcnpoles ambaffiidors were difpatched to 
{Lome, to obtain a di^KJt&tion ftom his vows, 
which was attendbd with no dificuky. But this 
furovifo was added, that the expences propofed to be 
ap{dted to his jonmey fliould be given to the poor, 
aiid that be ihouU ere£l a new, or repair lome old 
oionaflery, to the honour of St. P^er. 
. Tlie above ^dkias k^nd induced him to pre/er 
the fite on wiuch king Sebert's dmrchwas'are^dy 
i>ttt was the^ much Menintx) ttaty. He, these- 
lore, decimatted aH his pofleffions, and applied tbct 
prockice 10 the building die abbey of St. Peter^ winch 
^ commonly c^ed Weft-*minfler, to dtftiqguiihit 
from St. Fa^f^, or the eaft^mtnfter; the wotdi 
sniofter and monaftery, being fynonjrniotis. Thb 
is the. butkUng we fee, though it has beea (mce occa^* 
ijdonaUy repaired. The charter of Sc Peter's abbey 
was iIk laft public a£i of £dwar4 the C9oSdhi^ tm^ 
^Ccd aiew days after, A. D. 1065* 

Httof 
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Henry III. began to build a chapel here to the 
bleffcd Virgin. J he laid the firft ftone in 1220: 
abo^t ;twenty-^c years after^ finding the walls and 
fteeple of the church decayed, he pulled them down 
to enlarge the building, and make it more regular, 
which was not compleated till twenty-three years 
after his death. 

c Henry VIL in 1502, began that ftately ftruc- 
ture called by his name, by pulling down the chapel 
of Hehry III, and a houfe adjoining^ called, the 
White Rofe Tavern: this chapel, like the former> 
he dedicated to the bleffed Virgin, deligning it for a 
burial-place for hini and his pofterity ; and in his 
will exprefsly enjoins, that none but the blood-royai 
Ihbidd lie therein. He procured a Indl from pope 
Leo for uniting to this abbey the collegiate church^ 
oTSt.^ Martin's4e-grahd, and the manor of Tykill 
iii Yorkikire. ' » 

- Since the death' of this prince^ no great altera- 
tidnsMure been made in tiiis UruAnx^, till of late 
yizairs 5 ,whch it beca^me the. objc£l of parliamentary 
doncerj^ to re(bue it from ruin by -a thorough repa- 
vatioii, at: tbe national expence. And though the 
lavage made i^* it by Henry VIII. and the havock 
without a»d within it during the civil wars, caa 
i^ver be:rc<rovered ; yet it has, by. the labour ari4 

.fi^of.S'n Chriftopher Wren, and thofe that fuq- 
ceeded him, been^ decorated with fome n.^w PKO^m 
ments ; and by the addition of two ftately towers, 

,6f.ii|UHous workmanlhip^ at the weft, it is now ren- 
a dered 
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c[«re<r more complete than ever, die weft end having 
been left unfinHhed. 

In exaniining the old abbey in order t^ thefe 
repairs, Sir Chriftophcr Wren found great defeSs 
both in the Materials and the workmanJQiip ; the 
flones were decayed, die waQs damaged and giving 
way, fome pillars fwayed, and arches cracked, &€• 
&c. All this, however. Sir Chriftophcr caufed tO' 
be amended inftantly, ^nd made ftronger dian vver 
the firft builders left it. He made great repairs, and 
invefted the building with a better fort of ftone from 
Burford in Oxfordfliire, but did not live to iim(h hif 
defigns : in fhort, he left behind him a plan for ere£t- 
ifig a tower and fpire, and perfe<ft draughts and 
models of all the additional ornaments that he 
thought nece&ry to complete this ftately building ; 
fome of which, particularly the towers to ihe weft» 
have been fmce eredled, but the lofty fpire has been 
thought eidier impra&icable or unneceflary. 

This noble £d>ric, Amis new coated and im- 
proved, has at a diftant profpeft all the majefty of 
its former ftate ; but the beautiful carving that once 
adorned it, and ufed to charm the beholder, is now 
irretrievably loft ; the buttreiles, once beautifully 
capped with turrets, are made into plain pyramidical . 
forms, and topped with free-ftone ; and the ftatues . 
of our ancient kings, that formerly ftood in niches 
near the tops of thefe buttrefles, and attracted ad- 
miration, are for the moft part removed, and their 
broken fragments lodged in the roof of Henry the 
F Seventh's 
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Seventh's chapel, where they are buried from the 
public eye. On the north fide, next the towers, 
fome of thofe ftatues are ftill ftanding : on this fide 
you are to take your outward view of the abbey, the 
other fide being much incumbered with buildings. 

The form of the church is that of a crucifix, in 
which Henry the Seventh's chapel is no part. In 
the original plan, the foiith fide anfwers exaftly to 
the north, by attending to which you may form a 
true judgment of the whole. The Cloyfters on the 
fouth fide were added for the conveniency of the 
monks. 

In the year 1776 the ftalls, &c. of the choir were 
rebuilt, and the floor fome\vhat raifed. They are 
not, at prefent, according to the old defign, but are 
neverthelefs deferving of commendation, as being in* 
a light and elegant Gothic ftylej not at all un- 
worthy the reft of the building. 

In this abbey the kings and queens of England 
are crowned, and their burial-vault is underneath 
the chapel of Henry VIL 

< As I have made'ftatues, as well as architefture, 
the fubjeft of this eflay, as often as they have fallen 
in my way 5 and we are now in the abbey, it will 
be unpardonable not to take a furvey of the moft: 
remarkable monuments there, and applaud and cen- 
fure, in turn,''as occafion offers. 

> I fhall begin with Sir Godfrey Krieller's, fitu- 
ated at the lower end of the north aile ; a thing 
defigned by Sir Godfrey himfelf, and executed by 

Ryfbackj 
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Ryfback ; and yet fo far from anfwering the idea wc 
might conceive of it from two fuch great names, 
that it hardly excites common attention pr curiofity ; 
urJefs to read the epitaph, which is exa£Uy of a 
piece with the tomb, and as unworthy, of Mr. 
Pope's genius, as the delign of that is of Kneller's 
pencil. One would have thought, fo accomplifhed 
a matter fhould have recollefled, at firft fight, that 
a canopy is far from being a proper decoration in 
ftone ; and if it was, that it is fo ftale and ^ trite an 
ornament, that die worft of his difciples would have 
rejtfted it with contempt. One might reafonably 
add, that Sir Godfrey had it in his power to diftin- 
guifli his own excellencies in the propriety of his 
ornaments ; but thofe he has chofen may do as well 
for any body elfe, and belong no more to a painter, 
than a lord chief juftice. 

* I fhall pafs by a number of rude Gothic pieces 
which, inftead of adorning, really incumber the 
church; and -be particular on fuch only, which 
either reitUy excel, or were intended to do fo, by 
the founders. 

* Among the firft of thefe, we may very juftly take 
notice of that ere£ied to the memory of young Mr. 
Carteret : the thought it turns on is fine and poeti- 
cal ; no guardian is fo proper of a thing facred to 
memory as Time, and no bribe fo efietShial to fecure 
him in its favour as Merit. The epitaph he. is 
made to difplay is in a fine tafte, and does honour 
to him who compofed it^ and him it alludes to. 

Fa The 



d by Google 



100 T O U R THROUGH 

The buft of the young gendemap himfelf is beauti* 
fully fimple, and preferves a fine keeping with refpe A 
to the whole.* 

Though the general merit of this monument can^ 
not Be difputed, yet there is fomething forced and 
unnatural in the attitude of the figure of Time. Its 
expanded wings do not fufficiently fatisfy the ob- 
ferver, who perceives that it is off the center of po- 
iition. In fafl:, we are not entirely free firom ap- 
prehenfion of its falling. The Latin epitaph is 
truly poetical, and never fails to intereft the reader, 
not on account of the conceit of making Time the 
guardian of his fame, but by the fimfrficity and un« 
affefted expreffion of regret, which prevails in its 
compofition. After faying thus much^ it would be 
wrong not to infert-it. 

The Epitaph, 

Quid breves te delicias tuorum 
Nsniis Phcebi chorus omnis urget> 
£tme% falcis fubito recifum, 

vulnere plangit ? 
£n puer, vitae pretium caduc^ \ 
Hie tuam cuftos vigil ad Fstvillam, 
Semper adftabo, & meniori tuebOr^ 

Marmore famam. 

Audies clanis pietate, momm 
Integer, multae fludiofus artis ; 
thtc freqncss dim leget, hxc fequetur^ 
£mufai pubes* 

< On 



d by Google 



LONDON. 



lOI 



* On the other fide of the fame aile, on die back 
of the choir, we fee another, in all refpe£b oppofite 
to this J I forget the Izdfs name ♦ in whofe honour it 
was ereSed, and if ihofe who were at the ex- 
pence of it could be forgot too, it would be fomc 
advantage to their character. The conceit of Ais 
monument is, a front figure of a lady fpringing up- 
wards from the ground, with a cherubim above her 
defcending to give^ her a lift ; though, by her atti- 
tude, it is impoffible ihe ihould know any thing of 
die matter. Below her, hovering over the bafe, is 
another, as lame and wretched as the firft, who un- 
folds as bad an epitaph, and compleats fo miferaUe 
a piece, that notiiing but ks next neighbour could 
keep it in countenance. 

* That belongs to the late Lord Kinfale, and Is 
as fine as painting, carving, and gilding can make it ; 
but for its tafle, furely it is impofEblt any thing can 
be more remarkable : that nobleman is in a recum- 
bent pofhire, with a curious fuit of armour on, a 
delicate head of hair, and points to a very empha- 

^ tical coronet near him, as the fiim of all his glory; 
a very pretty bit of canopy dangles over him ; a coat 
of arms, mofl pompoufly emblazoned, glitters above 
that; twapoor little boys, whom I pity prodigiouf- 
ly, bear up a mofl ponderous urn, with the addi- 
tional weight of the flatue into the bargain ; and an 
important epitaph underneath all, tells you, that it 

* Dame Elisabeth Carteret. 

F 2 Jus 
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has been a privilege of the Kinfale family to wear 
their hats before the king, time out of mind. 

* Doctor Chamberlain's monument is, by many 
people, thought one of the beft pieces in the abbey; 
and, I own, I am inclined to be of the fame opinion. 
To be fure, every one of the figures is finely execut- 
ed, and fome parts of the doctor's, in particular, de- 
fences fmcere applaufe. I have no material feult to find 
with the order and difpofition of the whole, and the 
epitaph, to be fure, fajrs a great many fine things of 
the doSorj yet ftill there wants a boldnefs and fpirit 
through the whole. You can't blame, it is true; 
but then you can hardly praife. In every defign, 
where there are more figures than one, it is pof- 
fible to ftrike the fpeftator's imagination, as well as 
appeal to his judgment ;. and I muft be fo free as to 
own, that this piece has not that efl:e^ on me. J 

< As there is a buft of a late mufician in our way, 
dreiTed up in a beau peruke, and a fine laced cravat, 
he would take it ill if we did not pay our compli- 
ments to him as we pafs by; for which reafon I 
make him this acknowledgement : but for fear the 
heirs of another mufician fliould lavifb away more 
money to a like purpofe, I think myfelf obliged to 
declare, that Purcel's epitaph is, at leaft, often 
times more value than Blow's monument. 

* The two boys on each fide the little tomb ereSed 
to the memory of Sir Gilbert Loi:t, are in a very 
pretty tafte, and a perfedl contraft to each other; 
one reprefenting paffionate exclamatory grief, and 

the 
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the other ftill and filent. It is pity they are divided 
by (o bad an ornament in the middle ; had they lean- 
ed on a iingle urn, which, in the antique tafte, might 
have been fuppofed to hold his afhes, they would 
have had a fine efieft, and challenged more admira- 
tion than many a more pompous and expenfive pile. 
' Looking through into one of the little chapels *, 
which are feparated from the body of the church, 
we fee a monument, which belongs to one of the 
Veres, and challenges fome attention. It is true, 
the principal figure is in the old Gothic tafle, flat 
on his back, and, of confequence, not to be relifh- 
ed, though executed in the moft perfect manner in 
the world j but the four knights, which fupport the 
ftone over him, with his armour on top, are juftly 
to be admii'edi and though both their drefs, and the 
pddnefe of their employ are difadvantages, they flrike 
you with pleafure notwithflajiding, and each inde- 
pendent figure demands your approbation. Sorry I 
am to fee them ufed fo ill. Moft of them are maim- 
ed^ and one of them, in particular, has had a leg 
.broke ofFj I would, therefore, recommend the care 
of the dead to the dean and chapter, as well as the 
Hving I and as they are leaft able to take care of 
themfelves, I think they have a better claim to the 
proteilion of others, and efpecially as they pay for 
their lodging too. ' 

* Juft oppofite to this door, agalnft the wall, is a 
martial figure, reprefenting one of the HoUis's, and 

* Subfequent credions have entirely fecluded this chapel. 

F 4 ' titt 
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till that <rf Mr. Craggs's was put up, was the only 
ere£t one in the abbey, an attitude I am far from dis- 
commending ; for it is my opinion, ftatues fliould 
always rq^reient life and a£Uon, and not languor and 
infenfibility. It is particularly hzppy when adapted 
to foldiers and heroes, who ought never to be fup« 
pofed at reft, and fhould have their charaSers re- 
prefeoted as fbrong as poffible. This before us is 
bold and manly, though not chafte and elegant ; it 
is finely elevated too, and the mourning Pallas's at 
the back of it are both well fancied, and well ap- 
plied. There is no part of the execution of this 
tomb that we can admire ; but as there was a pro* 
priety in the defign, I could not pafs-it over without 
giving it its due praife.* 

Next to Sir Gilbert Lort*s monument, is a mag« 
nificent ereSion to the memory of, admiral Sir Peter 
Warren, by Roubiliac, This monument is a whole^ 
and as fuch has a commanding cfFe£l. The bufl of Sir 
Peter is the principal objeA, to which the attention 
is direfted by the figures of Hercules and Naviga- 
tion. The Hercules has great merit, but it$ office 
of placing or fupporting the buft feems unhappy. 
For if the ftatuary's intention be to reprcfent Iife» 
nothii^ canl>e more oppofite to his purpofe, than to 
place a fijgure near the principal, which, by its ac- 
tion, fhall fay, ** This is not Sir Peter Warren, but 
only his buft." 

< The next diing in the abbey, w}iich, according 
lo method and order, demauds our attention^ is the 

tomb 
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tonib ereded to die memory of die duke of New- 
caftle, by the countefs of Oxford, his daughter. To 
be fure, there is not a maufbleum belonging to the 
whole churchy except Henry Vllths, which is built 
at fo great an'^expence as this. The materials are 
exceedingly fine; the fpace it fills grand and noble; 
the architefture rich and ornamental; and yet it 
gives no pleafure to the elegant and knowing, and 
is only the admiration of the vulgar; the reafon of 
which is plain; magnificence has been confulted 
only, and not beauty ; and coft and fplendor are la- 
vifhed away, if not direfted by judgment and tafte. 
The figure of the duke himfelf is full of abfurdities, 
it neither fits nor lies, is employed in no affion, has 
no expreffion, no dignity, and abounds with mani- 
feft open difproportions. The two ftatues on each 
fide are equally tame and immeaning, and have no 
more relation to the principal figure, than if they 
were ftill in the fl:atuary's yard. I am much dif- 
pleafed with the two braces of angels that incumber 
the upper part of this pile; and, indeed, if the whole 
ftory were entirely removed, I am opinion, it would 
be no difadvantage to the remainder.' 

Clofe to the door, in an oblique pofitJon againft 
one of the pillars, is a moft exquifite monument of 
the pureft white marble, by Bacon, lately erefted to 
the memory of George Montagu Dunk, earl of 
Halllfax. The whole compofition is fingularly 
happy. The buft is full of expreffion and charadler, 
and its attitude has an animation which cannot be 
F 5 defcribed* 
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defcribed^ The two boys give meaning and variety, 
without encumbering the piece ; and the finifh is fo 
admirable, that no Wer of the fine arts can behold 
it, without regretting that, by its fituation, it is 
expofed to the rude hand of the vulgar, whofe ra- 
vages are feen in every part of this facred repo- 
fitory. 

And here, once for all, I fliall take the liberty, 
with that honeft freedom which becomes him who 
addreffes himfelf to the public, to exprefs the fur- 
prife and indignation which every thinking man 
muft experience, when he obfexves the mifchief 
which the fineft produftions of the arts are daily 
ftifFering, for want of attention in thofe who ought 
to be their guardians. The outrages of the fanatics, 
who were quartered in this abbey in 1643, ^^ 
never be obliterated; but furely we are not, at 
prefent, fo defencelefs, that the Goths and Vandals 
of our day may exert themfelves with impunity. 
Every delicate foliage, every prominent limb, and^ 
in fhort, every thing which the hook of a ftick can 
tear off, or its blow deflroy, is fure to fuffer. I am 
told, that the youth of a neighbouring feminary are 
great agents in this bufinefs : if fo, their governors, 
and the governors of the cathedral, are to blame. 
But, ^t all events, it would become the latter to 
confider, whether their large church revenues will 
not afforH to maintain two or three officers con- 
ftantly to walk in the body of the abbey ? There is 
no want of attendants in the corner at which the 
S- fix-pences 
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fix-pences tre colle<9:ed. For heaven's fake then, 
or if that adjuration has no force, for the fake of 
money, let die abbey, like St. Paul's, be {hut up, 
except to thofe who pay., Men of tafte will gladly 
confent to bribe the guardians of the church to their 
duty, and the vulgar will be excluded. Among 
many other injuries which can hardly be viewed 
without execratjng both the perpetrators and the 
dormant poffeflbrs of the finecure dignities of this 
foundation, I fhall mention, that the fnake in the 
right-hand figure of Dr. Chamberlain's monument 
. is broken ofF, — the head of the principal figure in the 
fine alt relief on Sir Ifaic Newton's urn is gone,, 
i— the tree on the hill of Trinchinopoly in General 
Lawrence's monument is hooked ofF, — the arm of 
one of the figures in the alto relievo on Colonel 
Townfend's urn is broken j and a tablet which was 
the other day erefted in the fouth aile to the me- 
mory of Dr. Watts, has already fuffered the lofs of 
an head, leg and arm, of one of the figures. Iti is 
alfo a matter worthy of enquiry, what has become 
of one of the feven reinaining ftatues which, out of 
thirty-two, were left by the fanatics in the fhrine of 
Henry the Seventh's tomb. 

* The monument erefted in honour of the late 
Sir Ifaac Netvton, has pretty much divided the pub- 
lic opinion : fome extolling it as one of the moft 
perfeft pieces both in defign and execution, and 
others again depreciating it as no way remarkable 
for either. I chufe rather to fteer between thefe two 
F 6 extremes, 
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extremes, as neareft to trudi, and agreeable to the 
beft of my underftanding. I, therefore, make no 
fcruple to own, thatthe ftatue of Sir Iftac has fome^ 
thing in it exceedingly venerable, bold, and ma- 
jeftic : it commands attention, and expreffes im- 
portance 5 but then the a£Hon it is employed in i$ 
vain, and, of courfe, out of cbara^r it reprefents. 
Sir Ifaac, though one of the greateft men ^o ever 
did honour to humanity, was, at the fame time,^ 
the leaft proud and aiTuming ; and delivered fome of 
the fineft principles of philofophy as doubtftd, which 
all his readers thought demonftrated : it was wrong, 
therefore, to give him that vanity after his death, 
which never belonged to him in his life. If the two 
boys at his feet, which difplay the fcroU, had done it 
only , to tfie fpe6btor, and Sir Ifaac had not been 
concerned, it would have anfwered every way j and, 
engaging the philofopher in profound contemplation 
in the mean while, had citpveSkA his knowledge as 
Well, and his charafter better^ 

* The bas relief on the urn is moft excellent, and 
does great honour to Ryfbrack : the principal figure 
in particular, that weighs the fun, and all our 
planetary fyflem by the fleel-yard, is admirable; 
the device is beautiful, and fully expreffing Sir 
Ifaac's do£hrine of gravitation; which is the bafis of 
his fame. The boys that are introduced to tell you 
he was Mint Maflrer is trifling and poor, unworth]^ 
of the refl, and no compliment to him: neither is 
the conceit rf the aloe plant, in the other corner of 

the 
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the tablature, Icfs faulty ; becaufc it is td the full as 
infignificaiit, and abundantly more ©bfcure. The 
globe, in the back of the monument, is almoft a 
general obje£Hon, as projefting too forward on the 
fight, and {polling the keeping of the whole. If 
any other pedeftal, weH proportioned, had been 
efteemed a more natural fupport for the figure of 
aflronomy above, it might have had room in the 
middle of it to introduce the globe to more advan- 
tage : but this I leave to the determination of better 
judges. 

* The upper part of the figure of aftronomy is, 
without controverfy, one of the mofl delicate things 
that can be imagined; the manner and adtion are • 
both fauWefs, and the exprcffion of the face is at 
once thoughtful and compofed, fweet and majeftic. 
I wifh the reft of it had been anfwerable ; but it is 
quite the contrary in all re^efts : the legs are 
clumfy, and incumbered with drapery, and fo far 
from being beautifully or naturally difpofed, that they 
are piled one upon another, and put me in pain for 
fear the figure fhould roll off die globe, for want of 
a due poife to keep it faft. 

* Upon the whole, it is, at leafl, one of 
the moft pardonable monuments I have feen ; and, 
I am pofitive, the next age will be alike pleafed to 
fee fuch another genius as Newton, and fuch an6- 
ther niafter as Ryfbrack, to do honour to his me- 
mory» 

« But 
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* But if this monument of Sjr Ifaac's mnft un- 
dergo fuch a fevere trial, and be fo hardly acquitted, 
what will be the fate of its neighbour, raifed to com- 
memorate the Lord Stanhope ? Undoubtedly it will 
meet with no advocate, and has not even the fmalleft 
title to favour. It is all alike, huge ahd heavy ^ 
expenfively Gothic, and magnificently clumfy. 
The defign is fo trifling and abfurd, that not even 
the hand of Ryfbrack can give you the Icaft prqu- , 
dice to its advantage. The ftatue of his lorddip 
might very eafily be miftaken for that of Ajax, if 
time and place could afford the leaft help to imagi- 
nation. It has the fame unmeaning air and features 

^ which that hero is defcribed with ; is as enorinous 
in bulk, and feems as void of defign and penetra- 
tion. Circumftances that no way agree with the 

' charafter of Lord Stanhope, -and which rather lam- 
poon him than do him honour. 

* The tent behind is moft iniferably conceited, 
and worft adaptfed of any thing I ever faw in my 
life ; and the Pallas upon the top of it, has the moft 
uneafy ftation imaginable: (he is a giantefs too, 
and feems to have as little forecaft as her charge 
below : in fhort, if either of them have any beauty, 
it is in being of a piece with each other, but even 
that is an excellency which I fancy nobody will ev^r 
envy or applaud. 

' We muft now ftrike down to thcjijnd of the 
fouth aile, and there we fliall be fomewhat better 
entertained. The monument of JMr. Craggs is in 

a very 
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- a very fimple and elegant tafte; there appears ntuch 
judgment. in fetting this ftatue . upright, becaufe it 
fills the vifta with great. harmony, and looks advan- 
tageoufly even at the greateft diftance. The atti- 

. tude of it is delicate and fine, the thought of retting 
it on an urn pathetic and judicious, and if the face 
and head had. t)een more finifhed, the whole haid 
been without blemifh. The architeSure is alike 
plain, and the embelliChments few and well chofen. 

. In a word, many tombs have more beauties, none 

. fewer faults. * " 

• I muft now take notice of two monuments 
together, though of very different perfons, and 
fomewhat removed in fituation from one another: 
they are the Lord Godolphin's and Mr. Congreve's. 
My reafon for mentioning them at one time is, be- 
caufe they were erefted at the charge of the fame 
peribn ; becaufe they are in the fame bad tafte ; and 
the epitaph of them both are wrote ir^ the fame ftyle, 
and fpelt with the fame exaftnefs. The lady who 
was at the expence of putting them up, had, un- 
doubtedly, the credit of paying, a compliment to 
men of the higheft merit, in their different ftations ; 
yet, it is to be wiflied, that fhe had thought it worth 
her while, for her own fake, to have done it with 
more decorum, and in a manner more fuitable to 
her .quality and their deferts/ 

The firft window in this aile is filled with fuch a 
variety of things, thrown together in fo diforderly a 
mi^nner, that we are no more tempted to dream of 

fymmctry 



d by Google 



lit Tour throucr 

fymmetry and arrangement at the view, than we 
Ihould be at the fight o£,a brokcr*s-fhop in Moor • 
fields. The inventor and fculptor, N. Read, to 
the honour of Admiral Tyrrcl, has exhibited a view^ 
of the fecrets of the deep. Among thefe fecrcts are 
an Irifh harp, a globe, and a handfome family coat 
of arms. On a rock we perceive a very long in- 
fcription, which, by the hdp rf a telefcope, may be 
penifed; and on the odier fide, the (hip Buckingham 
prefents her ftem. As we do not propofe to draw 
but a catalogue of the other valuables here depo- 
fited, we (hall quit the bottom of the iea after ob-- 
ferving, that two ladies, we fuppofe water-nymphs,, 
are in the midft of thefe matters ; one kindly in- 
viting the fpedbtors to obferve them, and the other 
bufy with the epitaph. Above this is a ran^e of 
ftone waves, out of which, or rather nailed ta 
which, appears the admiral. A very little altera- 
tion in his affitude, would induce the fpeftator to 
imagine him to be hung in effigy. But the angels 
above, with their trumpets, put the matter out of 
doubt, and we find it is the laft judgment, even 
without the help of the infcription to that efFefl: ; 
which, to prevent miftakes, is engraved on one of 
the rocks. The clouds above are very remarkable: 
they are formed of fine white marble, and fixed uppn 
a dark ground. So tj^TXjiparvh licet componere mag^ 
na^ if the reader has any idea of the figure of a pancake^ 
no more words will be neceflary to give him the 

moft 
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moft accurate and correA knowledge of dieir ap- 
pearance. 

Near this place is. a well-finifhed buft of the late 
Dr. Zachary Pearce, bifhop of Rochefter, the laft 
furviving author of the Spefbator. This prelate was 
remarkable on many accounts, but for none more 
than that erf his being the only biihop we ever heard 
of, who faid nolo epifcopariy and at the fame time 
wtfhed to be believed. The circumftance of his 
oflfering to refign his lawn flceves, is recent in the 
memory of every one, and i§ commemorated on hia 
epitaph. 

If we are inclined to look with contempt on the 
extent of window, which is blocked up by admiral 
Tyrrel's monument, we find ourfelves amply fa* 
tisfied by the three in th^ adjoining windows, to the 
memory of general Wade, general Fleming, and 
general Hargrave, all by the great Roubiliac. The 
firft is compofed of a military trophy, which the fi- 
gure of Time approaches to d^ftroy, but is repelled 
by Fame. The idea is happy, but the execution Is 
more fo. The leaning attitudes of the figures give 
a variation to the outline of the group that is very 
pleafmg, and the figures themfelves are inimitable. 
There is an elegant lightnefs, a velocity, if I may 
ufe the term, and an animated eagernefs in the figure 
of Fame, that would enternize the name of RoU<» 
biliac, if his other works were annihilated. 

General Fleming*s monument is likewife a maf- 
tcr-picce, but is inferior to the foregoing in point 

of 
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of meaning. A Hercules is binding up a trophy, 
while a figure of Minerva points to a medallion of 
the general. 

But general Hargrave's monument is full as fpeak- 
ing to the eye as general Wade's, though, by the 
nature of the fubjeft, it could not admit of quite fo 
happy a difpofition. A body is feen rifmg from a 
farcophagus, on the one fide of which is^ Time 
viftorious over Death. In bas relief, on the back 
ground, appears a lofty pyramid, which is falling at 
the found of the trumpet of an angel, who is feen 
hovering above. In this monument we have many 
^things to praife, and fome to blame. The figure of 
Time is full of ibrce, and great fkill is difplayed in 
exhibiting a fkeleton, not dead, but in a ftate of ac- 
tion. The body, rifmg from the tomb, is finely ex- 
ecuted, and exprefles all that furprize and dread, 
which the diffolution of the frame of nature muft 
excite. But a body rifing from the tomb, is not an 
objeft that admits of much difplay either of beauty 
or grace J and the fcene in the back-ground is, per- 
haps, totally improper for the ftatuary's art. In the 
prefent inftance, though we admire the ingenuity by 
which the pyramid feems to fall afunder, we are not 
ready to recognize the agent. A little cherub, no 
bigger than one of the bricks, blows a little trumpet, 
but withbut infpiring any of thofe awful imprelfions 
it was meant to convey; and if the diminutive fize, 
be intended as theeffcft of diftance, it is ill-judged; 
for a figure in relief, is fcarcdy ever conceived to be 

- diftant^ 
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diftant. The fculptor has the advantage of the 
, painter, but he quits that advantage when he in- 
trudes into the province of the other, 

Colonpl Townfhend's monument is very delicate- 
ly finiihed, and, confidering how acceffible it is, has 
fuiFered very little 'from the hands of wanton de- 
ftroyers. 

The monument lately ere£ted to the memory of 
major John Andre, is an elegant compliment made 
by his majefty, in commemoration of that unfor- 
tunate youth. Britannia reclines on a farcophagus, 
upon^ which is reprefented, in relief, that part of the 
ftory of his cataftrophe, which relates to his requeft- 
■Jng general Wafhington to alter the manner of his 
death. The figure of Britannia is elegant and hap- 
py, but the lion at her feet would, perhaps, have 
been better if mbre recumbent; for at prefent, by 
the magnitude and elevated head of this creature, it 
, is, without any apparent reafon, made to draw ofF 
. too great a part of that attention, which ought to 
be beftowed on the melancholy and expreffive figufe 
of Britannia. The bas relief has great merit. The 
, figures are full of life and energy, th*i keeping is 
very happily attended to, and the whole is grouped 
in fuch a manner, that it ftrikes the eye at once as 
a mafs of parts very judicioufly harmonized and 
blended together. The defign was by Robert Adam, 
and it was executed by Van Gelder. 

Farther to the eaft ward are fcveral tablets very 

neatly executed, but too delicate for the changes of 

. ' .the 
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' the atmofphere to which they are expofed. Mr# 
Wragg's tablet is adorned with a very deganC weep- 
ing figure. We have already noted th^. mutilation 
which Dr. Watts's alt relief has foiered. 

* The plainnefs and fimplicity of D^. Freind*$ 
buft pleafes me much, and if his epita[^ had been 
in the fame gout, it would have been, at ka^ as 
high a compliment both to the fcholar and phyftcism* 

^ There is fomething pretty in Mrs. Dcibovcry's 
tomb,' the figures are lively and free, and the arcbi* 
te<^ure not much amifs ; but her own amiably cba* 
rafter, indeed, is the higheft decoration ; and to 
which we may juftly add that erf" her friends, who 
bad the gratitude to pay this genteel com{dm^iit to 
the remembrance ^ their former affection. 

^ Not far from this a monument infcribed i/dth 
Ac name of Mr. Smidi, ,which is much in tafte, a 
fine buft, in relievo, of that gentleman, is fupport- 
ed by a weeping figure, reprefendng bis daughter, 
both which are defigned and executed with fpirit» 
If any thing is wanting, it is a reft for the lady's 
left arm, which being held up to the head, appears 
painful for want of it. The urn, on which flie fits, 
with its bafe and pyramid behind, finifli the whole 
tomb, and unite in a ftyle moft harmcyiious and a- 
greeable. 

< The monument of Mr. Thynne falls next un- 
der our confideration, one of the moft celebrated 
things in the abbey 5 it is, indeed, in a moft ele- 
gant tafte } and the execution is equal to the defign. 

The 
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The languid dying pofture he is placed in, with the 
aSion of his hand, dire£ling the fpedator to the 
tr^ic ftory of his death, which was once engraved 
behind him, are beautifully confiftent with each 
other, and muft have had a very pathetic influence 
on all who beheld it ; particularly, as fo ftrongly en- 
forced with the fine relief, which reprefented the 
murder below. But fince the caprice of fome, and 
the prejudice and interefts of others, have erazed 
the infcription, neither his a£Hon, nor that of the 
inimitable boy at his feet, can be thoroughly under- 
ftpod, unlefe coniidered in the light it was firft in- 
tended to appear in, as defcribed above. 

^ The execrable Gothic heap, which was erected 
at fo great an expence, in honour of fo brave a man 
as Sir Cloudefly Shovel, and even by his fovereign 
herielf has been fo emphatically and juftly exp«fed 
in the Spedator already, that I haye no need to fay 
any thing more on that fubje£b. I (hall only beg 
leave to put the two neighbouring tombs of admiral 
Churchill and Mr. Stepney in the fame rank of cen- 
fure, fince they are almoft as coftly, and full as un« 
meaning and ridiculous. 

* I muft now pafs over feveral wretched things 
that are unworthy of obfervatiori, in order to hiften 
to^the corner of the poets; but by fe way, cannot 
overlook tfie drdll figure &t up, at die charge of a 
noble peer, to the memory of Grabe the commen- 
tator. He is elevated on a high fort of a funeral- 
chcft, with a lampi by bis ftde^ and a pen in his 

hand. 
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hand, to reprefent, I fuppofe, his unwearied applica- 
tion to ftudy in his life time ; but then the ridiculous 
height of the ftatue, the clumfineft of the attitude, 
and the oddnefs of the employ, never fail to excite 
laughter in all who behold them • in fhort, he looks 
like a. boy on a high joint-ftool, kicking his heels 
about, and tumbling every moment. 

^ I don't know any circumftance which diffin- 
guiflies the real patron fo much, as paying the laft 
compliment of an urn and infcription to the aflies of 
a. dead genius j it argues a thorough and diftintereft- 
ed efleem for merit ; fets the faireft example of mag- 
nanimity for the great to follow, and excites the 
noble emulation among the learned to deferve a like 
honour, 

* In this view, I am charmed with the recollec- 
tion, that the venerable names of Spenfer, Jonfon, 
Cowley, and Dryden have been perpetuated, with 
juft and noble diftin6Kons, by fuch illuftrious per- 
fonages as Shefiield and Villiers dukes of Bucking- 
ham, and the earl of Effex. Some diftinftion, it 
is true, is neceffary to be made in the (hare' of ap- 
plaufe, which is due to thefe noblemen for the fame 
humane and generous adion/ The earls of Eflex 
and Oxford did this honour to Jonfon and Spenfer, 
without complimenting themfelves at the fame time, 
by infcribing their own names on the ftone; a de- 
licate piece of felf-denial, which Villiers and Shef- 
field had not firmneis enough to praQifc in their ge- 
nerofities of Dryden and Cowley. 

* The 
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' The duchefs of Buckingham will, however, liave 
an equitable claim to (hare in glory with the firft; 
for ihe juftly dilliking the buft, which was firft fet 
up for Mr. Dryden, ordered it, at her own expence, 
to be removed, and another placed in its ftead ; at 
once unwilling that her dead lord's humanity (hould 
be cenfured for want of tafte, and dilFatisfied with 
the glory of fuch an aftion, unlefs the thing itfelf 
agreed exa£lly with the intent of raifmg it. The 
prefent buft is far from being contemptible, and the 
whole tomb fimple, if not magnificent. 

' I am always much furprizcd to fee fo wretched 
a thing as that ere£ted to the memory of Mr. Phi* 
lips, infcribed with the name of Harcourt. One 
would have naturally imagined, that whoever aimed 
at public ornament, would endeavour at fomething 
like elegance too ; one would have expeSed it in a 
more eminent degree, from fuch a name as this ; but 
on the contrary, nothing is more oppbfite, nothing 
can be more contemptible; it is even a burlefque 
upon monuments j and inftead of doing honour to 
the founder, or the perfon it is confecrated to, indi- - 
cates very ftfongly, that either one had not merit 
enough to deferve a better, or the other had not tafte 
and fpirit enough to do it juftice. 

' The buft of Jonfon is executed with great hap- 
pinefs, and looks with abundance of life and fpirit. 
The tablature it is inclofed in is beautiful, and the 
decorations few, proper, and elegant. To talk like 
a critick, there is nothing wanting but a note of ad- 
miration 
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miration at the end of the infcription^ O rare Ben 
y on/on ! 

* Though the tomb of Spenfer has fuficred great- 
ly by time, and was erected in an age when tafte was 
in its in&ncy in England, yet there is fomediing in 
it venerably plain, and not abfurdly ornamental. 
The materials were certainly very rich, and I don't 
recollect any^of the fameftanding, that deferve lb lit- 
tle cenfure.* 

This tomb was reftored by private fubfcripdon, in 
1778. 

* I am pleafed to fee the great Butler here on any 
terms; but it would have given me much greater 
fatisfadion to have feen it raifed in a more magnifi- 
cent manner, and by fuch perfons too, as might have 
reflefled greater honour to his memory; though his 
own merits w^re fo eminent, as to need no public 
acknowledgment to make themJmmortal. 

< The bufts of Sfaadwell and Evremond are nei- 
ther of them very extraordinary, and Aerefore I 
flull content my&lf with this bare mention, that die/ 
are there. 

. • Mr. Prior's monument I cannot fo cafdy pa(s 
over, becaufe it is meant to be magnificent, and was 
defigned to caH upon the attention of mankind. 
Undoubtedly, few men had ever better title to a fe- 
pulchral trophy than this author; but ftill I fbould 
have been more jdeafed, if it had been cre6fed at 
any other perfon'.s charge rather than his own. It 
is extending our vanity beyond the grave, and mak- 
ing the envy of mankind eternal. As to the tomb 

itfelf, 
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itfelf, I muft be free enough to confefs, I am not 
entirely fatisHed with itj his own buft, which is de- 
fignedto be the principal figure, is hurt by the whole 
ftatu^ on ei&er fide^ and it is not to be queftioned» 
but a fimple urn, with the head on a pedeftal over 
it, would have had » finer efie£l, and better deferved 
our admiration. The head itfelf is certainly per- 
formed with great maftery, and is juftly efteemed 
one of the fineft things in England; and yet if ^ 
little French embroidery on the cap, and drapery^ 
were fpared, I believe it would be for from a difad- 
vantage to it, becaufe it would be then more akin 
to the chaftity and purity of the antique/ 

The buft of Prior was done by •Coriveau, and 
prefented to him by Lewis XIV. when he was at the 
court of France, in a public charafter. 

Between Butler and Shadwell, a buft of Milton, 
by Ryft)rack, was erefted in 1737, at the expence 
of William Benfon, Efq. At the removal of 
the fence Aom before this monument, the whole 
town was difappointed to find, that Mr. Benfon had 
faid much more about himfelf than thapoet. 

Underneath Milton is an elegant fitting female 
^figure, in relief which holds a medallion of Gray, 
and poiiats up to Milton. The infcription beneath 
will Ix thought very happy by fome, while others 
will be as ready to cenfure it, as aa extravagant 
«omplin:ient to Gray's abilities!. 

G Tnji 
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' ^ Ht Epitaph. 

, No more the Grecian mufe unrivai'd reigns, ^ 

To Britam let the nations homage pay, 
* - She felt a Homer's fire in MHton's ftrains, 
. A Pindar's rapture in the lyre of Gray. * 

Every admii'er of Shakefpeare will l<>ok with plea* 
/ure on the excellent whole-length ftituc of him, 
by Scheemakers, which was ere6^ in 1 741, from 
the produce of two benefits, one at each theatre. 
He is reprefented gracefully leaning on a pik of 
books, from which depends a icroU, containing the 
following ftrong lines, a little altered from the cor 
medy of the Tempeft : 

The cloud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces^ 
The folemn temples,, the great globe itfelf. 
Yea, all which it inherit fhall diilblve, 
And, like the bafelefs fabrick of a viilon. 
Leave not a wreck behind. 

The monument of Thomfon has noAing very 
remarkable either to praife or cenfure ; hot t^tt of 
Rowe is very happily groikped. The pyramid be-, 
hind, vrtiich bounds the outUne and direfts the 
fight, the elegant figure near the buft> and the ckafle 
medallion of the young lady, are all fo difpofed as to 
do ^reat honour to Roubiliac, the fculptor. 

There 
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There is an agreeable fimplicity in Gay's monu- 
ment. The epitaph is one of the beft of thofe 
written by Pope. It contains a charaSer of Gay, 
and ends with ^ point, not of that^infipid and ridi- 
culous fpecies which appears in Kneller's epitaph, 
but pathetic and intereiling. The laft four lines 
are, 

Thefe arc thy honours 5 not that here thy buft 
Is mix'd with heroes, or with kings thy duft ; 
But that the worthy and the good may fay. 
Striking their penfive bofoms— Here lies GAY. 

Over the little door adjoining, a very well-finifiied • 
medallion, by Nollekens, has been put up, to the 
memory of Oliver Goldfmith, commonly called Dr. 
Goldfmith. The epitaph by Dr. Samuel Johnfon 
is much admired, as a piece of elegant Latinity. 

The large monument to the memory of the duk« 
of Argyle is one of the moft magnificent in the 
whole church. The figures are larger than .the 
life, and are full of expreffion ; and the, piece has a 
v^ry ftriking efFe£t, confidered as a whole, to which 
its vaftnefe may, perhaps, not a littJe contribute. 
The upper figure of Hiftory, by its attitude, is ad- 
vancing forward pretty quick, which does not agree 
very well with her employment of writing on the 
pyramid. Much lefs can the tranquil attitude of the 
duke be rcconcfled with this rapid' motion ; for he 
leans his l?ead on his arm, and refts againft her 
G 2 thiglL 
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thigh. The figure of Minerva below, which is 
looking up, appears to be fet out of the perpendi- 
cular, and ready to fall backwards j but the oppofite 
figure of Eloquence is very happy and animated. It 
might be wilhed, the advanced hand was lefs enve- 
loped by the drapery. The has relief below is fupe* . 
rior in efFc<9: to any I ever remember to have feen. 
Britannia, with the cap of liberty, is prefented with 
his arms, and a fcroll, by three inhtnt figures -y and 
in the back ground we behold the inftde of an exten- 
five circular building, the ^rfpeftive of which is 
admirably managed, and conveys a ftrong impref- 
fion of grandeur and vaftnefs. 

In a niche, confiderably elevated, is a whole length 
J^tue of Handel, with an organ, and other mufical 
ornaments* This is the laft monument Roubiliac 
lived to finifh. It feems as if the fituation had 
crampt his exertions ; for we do not here obferve 
any difplay of tkat invention by which his works are 
' tifually characterized. The ftatue pofiefTes the merit 
ef being exceedingly like the great compofer to 
wh6fe memory it was ere£ted j but its attitude is 
not happily calculated for the elevation at which it 
is placed. 

Jfear this, by order of the late Princefe Dowager 
of Wales, arc erefted two elegant female figures, in 
relief, reprefenting Botany and Religion. Botany 
prefents to view a medallion of the late Dr. Stephen 
Hales, an author well knbwn in the philofophical 
world by his numerous ftatical experiments. 

Almoft 
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Almoft immediately beneath Is a well executed 
buft of the truly profound Dr. Ifaac Barrow, the 
tutor of Newton, and one of the firft logicians the- 
world ever produced. 

' * Before we go into the inclofed part of the abbey,. 
it will be proper to flop a moment at the tombs oa 
the left hand of the cnttancc. That of Dr. Bu(by*s 
IS certainly in a good tafte, and well executed} the 
figure is bold and free ; in a proper a£Hon, and very 
cxpreflive of the cliarafter it reprdents : ncithef are 
the decorations much inferior. But that of Dr. 
South'is is altogether as bad ; it i$ only a parcel of* 
good marble fpoiled, and the ftatue even more 
fliocking than the original block it was at fix ft com-- 
pofed of. 

* Of each fide of the collateral ades of the choir 
are three dtftinft fpaces, which, if I miftake not^ 
were formerly ufcd as chapels, and confecrated to 
particular feints ; but now are only repofitories of 
the dead, and devoted to their monuments and in- 
Icriptions. I Ihall touch upon what is remarkable 
ift each of them quite round, and referve that of 
Henry the Seventh to clofe my remarks on that part 
of n?y (uhjcdt. 

* In the firft of thefe, on the right hand, you 
have a fample of the antient Gothic magnificence, 
which was the higheft tafte our anceftors arrived at ;. 
tbiat is to (ay, a monument which fpreads over a vaft 
extent of fpa^e, contains a prodigious quantity of 
the fineft marble, is adorned with a vaft variety of 
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decorations^ dazzles your eyes with a profullon cf 
gildings, is animated with abundance of infcriptions, 
and yet, upon the whole, appears an infignificant 
heap, without form or order, beauty or underftand- 
ing > creating pity djat fo much money, time and 
labour, {hould be thrown away, inftead of exciting 
applaufe and admiration. 

* What has been laid of this particular tomb will 
iuit as well with all the reft in the fame ftylc ; for 
though they differ in particulars, they are the fame 
upon the whole ^ and a fuperiority in hugenefs and 
cxpcnce only calls upon the fpedbttor for a fevercr 
cenfure, and more poignant diflatisfaiSUon. . One, 
sbfurdity efpecially, which is commmi to them all, 
ought to be moft rigoroufly condemned ; whidi k, 
the graving their infcriptions in fo (mail a cbaraAer^ 
and placing them at Aich a difiance from the eje^ 
that they were ever as ineffedual, as if tiine bad 
effaced them from the firfl momeot of their in* 
ierdon. 

^ In ^e laft of the chapels on die right hand is a 
fingle ftatueinhonour of onex)f the Hollefes, which 
cxpreffes more juvenile fweetnefs and beauty th^nznf 
thing I ever faw of the kind in my life. Jf this figure 
has any fault in chara£ler and defign, it is in its 
being in a languid, fedentary poilure, though clad 
in armour, and defcribed as a hero in his bloom. 
^o be fure an attitude of more fpirit would have 
been more fuitable to the perfon r eprefented, would 
have given the ftatuary greater latitude to exert his 

genius. 
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genius, and occafioned more fatisfa£Hon in the 
fpeflator too.* 

In this chapel, agginft the weftern wall, has been 
lately ereded a fuperb monument to the memory of 
the late Elizabeth, dutchefs of Northumberland* 
The defign is by the architeft R. Adam, and it is 
executed by N. Read. The figures of Faith and 
Hope are finely performed, as is likewife the tablet 
of Charity, and the arrangement of the whole is 
very happy. But it feems deficient in point of unity 
in the a£Hon* Like the old monuments, its neigh- 
bours, every member, every figure, is meant ta 
celebrate a virtue pofleiTed by the deceaied : but theiff 
they are all feparately employed^ To iiluftrate this, 
we may obferve, that in moil of tiiecompofttions of 
Roubiliac all the parts are made to unite in one 
grand intention, and there are no pretty things 
which can be taken away, without injuring the 
ienfe and ftrong meaning conveyed by the whole. 
Whereas, oij the contrary, the old Gothic monu^ 
inents are mere ornamental arrangements,' formed^ 
only to ftrike the eye. And notwithftanding the 
vety fuperior merit of. the ftrudure before us, it 
may, in fome meafure, be clafled with them in this 
particular. . . 

' OjSpofite to the door of this chapel is a brazen 
buft of Sir Robert Staple ton, an author of feme 
repute in the time of king Charles the Firft, which 
has fomething in it very lively and pleafmg ; and 
though a judicious eye will eafily find it incorrefl:,, 
G 4. he 
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he will not feil <rf giving it fome degree of praiik 
notwithftanding., 

* Much in the fame fituation, in the other aile, 
\p a bas relief, in honour of one of the la Tours, a 
family from France, which has a degree of delicacy, 
both in the tale and expreffion, which is very enter- 
taining : it is a mother lamenting over her dead or 
dying daughter, and the artift has been very happy 
in the execution. I could wi(h though that the 
drapery had not been quite fo prodigally beftpwed, 
and that the folds had been fewer and more fimple. . 

* On the other fide of the fame ailc, a little lower 
^ovirn, is an6ther piece of the fame nature with thir^ 
•which is the reafon I arrange them together* The, 
ftory of that is, a lady dying,, s^nd her huftand and 
fcvcral children weeping round her. I Cannot fay 
that die fcen? is not well enough difpofed, and tlv5 
paffions naturally and properly expreiTed ; but ftill I 
think fuch little tablatures as thefe are fitter for a 
medahjian a monument, and ought to be kq)t in a 
box, rather than be expofed to, the oj^n air. What 
is calculated to laft for any term of years,, ought to 
be compofed of large and nervous parts, that time 
might be the longer in hurting it, and that it might 
have better chance of challenging the attention of 
poller ity. 

' I muft now g6 back again to the firft chapel on 
the right hand coming down the aile, where we 
fliall fee, at the entrance, a * figure leaning on. a 

^ '"♦ FxanciSy Lord Cottinjton. 
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Bfiatrafs, which is admirably well executed, but ia 
the worft ftyle almoft of any thing in the abbey. In 
a wordy it is in exaft copy of the drefs and cha- 
rafter of the times, at the beginning of the reign of 
king Charles the Firft.^ The fpruce hair, curled 
whifkers, pointed beardy ftarched rufF, formal cloak, 
and large buttons, are as carefully preferved, as if 
they were a fitftandard of beauty for all fixture ages. 
Above this, and almoft out of fight, is a brazen 
buft of a *lady, which deferves fome admiration, 
both as it expreffes great fimplicity and beauty, and 
as it is finely executed too. It is true, the drefs and 
manner of this are as much to ht objefted to as the 
laft, and have the fame excufe of mode to plead in 
their juftification. 

* Juft oppofite to the entrance is a ftatue that is 
difpofed with the moft eafe and freedom of any 
thing lever faw; and, indeed, has no other beauty 
to recommend it. I do not recolleft any thing elfe 
remarkable in either of thefe chapels to take farther 
noticeof ; for though they are crowded with monu- 
ments, they are all fo extremely iU, as to be even 
beneath cenfure. One modern lady, indaed, in the 
next chapel to this, would take it. ill if I did npt pay* 
fomething like a' compliment to her 5 for fhe is^ 
drcfled with fo much nicety, fo laced, fo ruffled, 
and fo fervent, in her devotion too, at the fame time,, 
as if we were to believe there was as much ceremony. 

. * Anne, J-ady. Cottij){.toiu 
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to be obferved in gaining admiffion to heaven, as at 
^ourt on a birth-day/ 

In the paflage between the chapek to die north, 
and the chapel of- St. Edward^ which is in the 
cuddle bdiind the choiir, there are Ibveral modern, 
monuments. That to the memory of William 
Pultney, earl of Bath, by Wilton, poflefies great 
merit, both in defign a»d eaa^ution. The two 
elegant female figures arc finely varied; and the 
^xiifhed medallion of his lordfhip is full of life and 
charadbr. 

The fculptor's art is difplayed with fuccefe in the 
next monument^ which is ere6ied to the memory of 
Admiral Holmes, and executed by the iame artiit ;. 
but I cannot think the defign happy^ The figure of 
the admiral is not deftitute of grace,, but the im- 
menie piece of ordnance, and the anchor, compole 
fucfa a number of ftrait lines crofSng each other 
almoft at right angles, that the whole dilpofitioa 
rather offends than pleafes the eye. 

Wheriier it be that we are ufed to recall to me- 
mory the capital painting of Weft, when we fee 
Wolfe's monument, and the latter fuffers too much, 
by the comparifon, or from what other latent caufe 
it may arife is not, perhaps, eafy to be determined ; 
but, undoubtedly, this piece cannot rank among 
thofe that feize ihe affeftions and fpeak to die heart, 
though the fubjeSis certainly much in fevour of the 
artift. The whole of this monument fills the mind 
with ideas of bulk and ponderofity, and WjS are never 
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fo much attached to the defign as to forget we are 
looking at a mafs of marble. 

The figure on lord Ligonier's monument is not» 
the pattern of elegance and grace. Inftead of that 
lightnefs -and eafe which we naturally expeft in ^ 
fency-formed nymph, the appearance of the lady in- 
duces us to fuppofe her with child. 

The chapels in the ailes have ildt received many 
additions fmce the time of our adthor ; but the man 
of tafte will be highly gratified by the mpAument of 
Mr. Nightingale, which is in the fartheft chapel to- 
the north from Henry Vllth's chapel. It is faid, 
diat the great Roubiliac, the fculptor,was fo defirous 
of rendering this work perfect, that, to the tlofc of 
his life, he frequently attended here to alter and im- 
prove it. The whole piece is beyond praife ; for, 
whether we regard the languid attitude of the dying 
lady, or the energetic aftion of her hulband, who 
fuftains her, and endeavours to ward off the fatal* 
ftfoke, aimed at her by the figure of death; whether 
^'C contemplate the ftrong expreffion of paiHon, 
which at 'oiice amazes and interefts the fpeflator; 
or whetJieVwe attend more coolly to the general dif-- 
pofition, the drapery and the anatomy of the figures,^ 
every thing leads us to pronounce it inimkable. 

Oppofite to this is a large pile to the memory of' 
the countefs of Montrath. The general efFecSt is not 
unpleafing, but it cannot be viev/ed to any advan- 
tage in.the confined fituation it is in. It is likewife 
no advantage to it to be placed in contraft to the- 
G 6 cxqui- 
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cxqulfite monument we have juft mentioned^ efpc* 
cially, as it difobliges the fpe£bitor, by depriving him 
of the beft point of view from which the latter 
might be feen. The defign reprefents the lady dy- 
ing, while an angel dire^Sls her fight to a kind of 
double chair or fofa, on which her departed lord is 
fitting, a vacant place being prepared for her. There 
is no doubt but this defign might look very well in 
the original drawing, but it is totally improper for 
fculpturc 5 for nobody that fees the little naked gen- 
tleman, who feems to fit fhivering in the clouds, 
will imagine him to be a great way off, which is the 
notion intended to be conveyed by its diminutive 
£ie. It was therefore filly to attempt it. 

' Some of my readers would, perhaps, take it ill, 
if in this place,, and writing on the curiofities of the 
abbey, I fhould not fay fometh^ng in honour of th(e 
jine wax- work figures, which are placed fo curioufly 
up and down this venerable building ; particularly, 
the king William and queen Mary, which have been 
fo amicably fet up together in the fame box. To 
oblige them, therefore,^ and in compliq^ent to the 
rev, dean and chapter, who permit thefe ^oble de^. 
coratioiis, I will throw away a moment or two in 
giving my opinion of thern^ In the firfl place, 
therefore, I think that they are ridiculous and un- 
natural in themfelves, expreffing neither figure like 
ftatuary, nor colour like painting; fecondly, I am 
humbly of opinion, that they would become a pup* 
pet-fhew better than a churchy as making a mere 

force 
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farce of what fhould be great and folemn; and 
thirdly, I think them highly injurious to the cha« 
raAers they reprefent, as (hewing them like jointed 
liabies to the ftupid admiration of the vulgar^ and 
jthe contempt of men of fenfe, inftead of charac- 
terizing their perfons. For all which, and many 
more reafons, I beg leave to move, that the prefent 
let of wax worthies may be demolifhed without be-^ 
nefit of clergy^ and that all their prefent patrons 
may be fubfUtuted in their place -, and that as faft aa 
9inj future reverence (hould endeavour to feduce his 
brcdire^ to the like idolatry, he fliould be immedi^ 
ately otironicled in wax, and Ihewn with a cap and 
bells, to diftinguifh the extent of his underftanding, 
and the perfe£Uon of his tafte.' 

This ridiculous method of commemorating the de- 
ceafed, feems to have been of confiderable antiquity. It 
isfaid, thatdiefe waxen iipages were formerly expofed 
in open chariots with their proper enfigns of royalty 
and honour, at the funerals of our princes, and other 
great perfonages. The moft ancient and decayed 
have been from time to time removed. The figurfi 
of lord Chatham, lately fet up, was done, we pre- 
fume, at the charge of the copartnerfliip who receive 
the profits of the exhibition, the price of admittance 
having been doubled from the time of its ereftion. 
* The inelofure behind the altar, commonly known 
by the name of St. Edward's chapel, has nothing re- 
markable in it but certain Gothic antiquities, which 
are made facred by tradition, and ferve only to ex- 
cite 
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cite a ftupid admiration in the vulgar. There is,, 
indeed, at the end of this place, a fort of gate to 
the tomb of Henry V- which was intended for a 
piece of magnificence, and no coft was fpared to* 
make it anfwer that defign^ but the tafte of it is fo- 
unhappy, and the execution fo execrable, that it has> 
not the leaft claim to that character. The tomb oH. 
that prince challenges attention only becaufe it was 
his, and becaufe the flatue on it has loft its head;, 
to account for which fmgular injury, we are told a. 
ridiculous talc of its being filver, and that the value, 
of it occafioned the facrilege. 

* One thing, it is true, was, till lately, to be met. 
with in this place, but now removed to Henry 
Vllth's chapel, which merited a peculiar regard ; that 
iS, a wooden cheft of bones, faid to be the remains of 
Catharine daughter of the king of France, and- 
confort of Henry V. If this account be authentic,, 
I think nothing can be a greater violation of de-- 
ccncy, or more injurious to the memory of fuch il— 
luftrious perfonages, than to expofe their relicks int 
fo licentious a manner, and make a fcew of what: 
once commanded refpeft'and adoratiom 

* The arch at the entrance of Henry VTIth*» 
chapel is exceeding grand and ornamental, the fteps 
underneath are a fine preparation for the fcene at. 
landing, and the three doors are admirably expedi- 
ent to favour the perfpe<5live within ; but this, and' 
feveral other beauties, are utterly fpoiled by theftalls, 
which cut off the collateral ailes of the chapel 

exitirely. 
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entirely, and thereby fpoil tlw beauty and fymmctry 
of the whole. 

* The roof of this ftru£lur€ is certainly one of the 
fineft things in the world, I mean in the Gothic 
ftyle. Nothing can be in a better form, or more 
richly decorated; perhaps^ had it been more fiaiple,* 
it had ihewn to a greater advantage ; but ftill it is' 
a wonder, that one continued clufter of ornament 
fiiould be contrived to pleafe To much, and anfwer 
fo well, 

' * Were the abfurd partitions, mentioned abovc5 
thrown down, the roof would appear ftill more fur- 
prizing, and the area before more (pacious and pro- 
portionable; all thofe tombs which are now fliut up 
in fuch a manner that they are no where to be feen 
as they ought, would then come forward to the eye, 
and give an additional grandeur and folemnity to the 
fcene; the perfpeftive would be finely broke, and 
every objed properly terminate in the founder's 
maufoleum, the principal point in the whole view. 

* There are few tombs in Europe more famous 
Aan that of Henry VII. neither indeed are there 
many which deferve to be more fo. The under- 
taking in itfelf was vaft and furprizing, the coft pro- 
digibus, and the execution exceedingly difficult and 
laborious; and yet the artift has fucceeded in it to 
admiration: Aere irs hardly a part in it that is not 
excellent, from the chief figures to the minuteft 
point of decoration. The ftatues of the king and 
queen arc grand and noble, and the bas refief on 

the 
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the fides below beautiful and expreffive. I am ef 
opinion the workman, whoever he was, was equaL 
to the nobleft fcbeme of this nature, and would 
have made a figure even amongft the ancients. What* 
a pity is it, therefore, that fuch a genius, and fo 
much art fliould be laviflied away on a thing en- 
tirely out of tafie, and which, at the fame expence 
and fludy, might have been made the wonder of the: 
world f To explain my fe!£|^ farther on this head, no* 
thing can be more- flupid than the laying ftatues on. 
their backs, in fuch a fituation it is impoffible they 
fhould ever be feen ta advantage,, and of courfe^ 
that ^ their perfedions muft be thrown away.^ In. 
the next place, the brazen inclofure which furrounds 
the tomb, wonderful as it may be confidered by it- 
felf, is a monflrous blemifh, with regard to tha 
thing it was intended to preferve and adorn j be— 
caufe it riCes abundantly too high,, and intercepts* 
the view entirely from the principal objefts; 

* Without doubt the llatues of the king and. 
^ueen ought to have been in living attitudes ere£t 
and bold, and the decorating figures fhould have; 
formed a correfgonding groupc,, which,, in every, 
light, fhould have flood the teft of criticifm, and> 
given the fpeftator an entire (atisfaftioa j a few more, 
fteps, toQ^ fhould have beea added to raife the fpun- 
dation higher; a magnificerit arch might have been, 
tlirown over all, and the boundary below, fhould have, 
been only a guide, and not an incumbrance to the. 
profpeil* 

^ Yet 
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• ^ Yet erroneous as the tafte of this fine monu- 
ment may be, it may be called excellent to Aat 
whiiih prevailed feveral years after in the reign of 
king James I. as may be feen by the wretched things 
which were erefled at his command, to the memory 
of queen Elizabeth, and his mother Mary queen of 
Scotland. In thefe all the blunders that can be 
imagined are coUefted together, want of attitude 
and expreffion, harmony and proportion, beauty and 
decoration; nay, the very columns which fupport 
fte fuperftrufture are of different forts of marble ; 
and, to make the figures fplendid and natural, Atj 
are painted, and drefled out to die life, as if dief 
were juft retired firom a drawing-room, and lai(t 
down diere for a Htde repofe. 

But thefe whims feem to hav« been again out of le*^ 
pute in die reign of his fon, as appears by the monu- 
ments of die dukes of Richmond and Buckingham^ 
In thefe there are feveral fine figures in brals, «|4 
fomething like meaning and ^^fign; diotigh, evcft 
then they had not learned to diftinguifh the prindpaA 
f:hara£i£rs,and (dace them in fudi attitudes as (hould 
command the fpe£btor's firft and laft attendoa and 
regard. 

< Both thefe faults are entirely aK>ided by Ryf- 
brack, in the monument ere£kd in honour of the 
late duke of Buckingham. There the duke him- 
felf is the principal figure in the groupe, and dioug^ 
he is in a cumbent pofture, and his lady, in the mofl 
beautiful manner, fitting at bis feet, yet her figure 
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is chva^erized la fuch a manner as only to be a 
guide to his, and both refleil back a beauty on each 
other. The decorations are exceedingly pifturefquc 
and elegant, the trophy at his head, the figure of 
Time above, with the medals of his children, fill 
up all the fpace with fo great propriety, that as very 
little could be added, nothing can be fpared. In a 
wprd? I have yet feen no ornament that has pleafed 
ifie better:, and very few fo well.' 

The fumptuous tomb of Henry VII. was ixiade 
and finilhed by one Peter a painter of Florence, fo» 
^hkh be receive^ no more than loool* for the whole 
ijj^I and workmaqAiip. 

• {firwalkii^^moiig the tombs, our author hat 
looked around with th^ ey« of a v^n of tafte, and 
has judged thofe oion^jqei^s only worthy of notice, 
wJkii^i are calculated to cJb^rm by their inherent per«* 
fpSjions. And 1;bQugh our Jiihits have not penak-* 
fMlfsMS to eiiUrge parHicjularly on every excellent per « 
fefnaace whicb has been added fince his time, yet 
ire'hsve:eiKieavopred to attend to <uch as were die 
tkA intkled^ r^ard uponthe &me account. But 
tm ckiLUdi may' W cc^fidered in another view, as 
the venerable repofitory of rich and interefting ma- 
terials for the hiftortan, the antiquary, or the herdd* 
DitHn6tion is of right the claim oF virtue* alone j 
but diftiii(9a on of birth is not to be defpifed as an in* 
dtement to jioble aftions. The independent mind» 
while it levels all diftinjaion between one man and 
another,' which is not founded in tr^th) while, 
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taught by thefe laft exertions of gratitude or auc- 
tion, it looks down on the empty pageantry of life, 
will ftill j>referve a refpeft for the original patriotic 
motives which firft elevated the man of merit above 
Ae vulgar. But we muft not think of entering into 
a fieW of fo ample an extent as the antiquities of 
the abbey. This plan is the moft perfedl examplar 
of the heraldry of our anceftors of any in the wholq 
Britiih empire. 

In the enclofed part of the abbey, we are particu- 
larly induced to deplore the devaftation which time 
and the hand of violence has produced. The tomb 
of Edward the Confeflbr, conveys fq^rce an idea of 
thcgf4ttrf€«r and ricbncfe of oriumentit once pof- 
fefled. TThe monument of Henry III. has hardly 
cnou^ of its curious moiki^ work left to fliew its 
firmer coftly appearance. Henry the Vdi's fbrinc is 
fefiing in pieces by the periftiableiirife of its mate-- 
lial^. The expenfive arrangemenU of the bigkeft 
poltfhed and jnoft beautifully variegated marble are 
corroded and de&ced by tioie, fo that it is widi dif- 
ficulty icen what the materials are compofed of, 
Henry VIIA's chapel fliews more the traits of vio- 
fencethan of decay. Of the many images which de- 
corated .the ftalls, no more than one remains to fliew 
the Ayle in which they were done, and that one will- 
probably be foon removed by the bribery of fome- 
antiquary who may^ fancy it. The curious wood 
carvings under the feats have fuiFered lefe than might 
have been expeded, but that is, perhaps, owing 

to 
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n> their* being generally overlooked. And the 
fhrine itfelf of the founder has received all the in- 
jury, which the compa£bieis and ftrength of the 
workmanfhip would eafily admit of. 

It is afa£l not generally known, or at leaft, ridt 
generally attended to, that ihoft kinds of marWc are 
foluble in acids, and many even in water. Fron» 
this caufe it is, that the water, which being Con- 
denfed out of the air at certain feafons flows along 
the furface of the marble, foon deftroys its polifli, 
and not unfrequently eats cavities in its fubftance; 
And hence thcfe monuments, which originally were* 
the moft fplendid and carious, are at the fame time 
the moft perilhable j the durability of the fevcral 
kinds of marble being remarkably different. It is at 
matter of fomcfui^irize, uponrefleffion, that the art 
of pottery has not been made ufe of in works whc^. 
avowed intention is to laft for ages. The fineff 
models of figures, bas reliefs, ornaments, &c. might 
he formed in clay, and receive from the furnace a 
degree of hardnefs capable of enduring to eternity. 
The ancients applied this art to purpofes of this na-4 
ture, and we poflefs urns and encauftic paintings to 
this day, which were fabricated, in aQ probability^ 
earlier than the date of any audientic hiftory. And 
if the moderns had done the larne^ we flxould not at 
pref<^t^ pore with anxiety over an alauA obliterated 
Infcrtption, or defeced painting. The pra^cabi-* 
lity of this cannot be doubted by any one,.; who has. 

ikect 
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ften the elegant performances of our Engliih artift 
Wedgwood. 

* I will conclude my remarks on the abbey, with 
.fome brief reflections on the ufe of fepulchral monu- 
ments in general, which will, at once, feive to il- 
luftrate what has been i'aid on the tombs already 
erefted, and likewife ^c of fome fervice to the fta- 
tuary in defigning thofe which may fucceed here- 
after. 

' However, amiable fame may appear to the living, 
it is certainly no advantage to the dead. Whatever 
dangers they have dared, whatever 'toils they have 
undergone, whatever difficulties they have fur- 
mounted, the grave is deaf to the voice of applaufe, 
and the duft of the noble and vulgar fleep in the 
fame obfcurity together.^ It is poffible,the confcious 
fpirit may have an idea of the honours that are paid 
to his a&es 5 but it is much more probable, that the 
profpedi of this imaginary glory, while he lived 
among us, was all the pleafure it ever could afford 
him. 

^ J make this obfervation, becaufe moft monu- 
ments are (aid to be ere£led as an honour to the 
dead, and the living are fuppoifed to be the leaft 
concerned in them. Whereas, on the contrary, 
tiiere arc few but what were rather founded in* com- 
pliment to the builder's vanity, than in refped to 
(he name they are infcribed wjthi One man's fame 
h made At foundation of another's, in the (am^ 
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manner with the gentleman*?, who ordered this fen- 
tencc to be made his epitaph : Here lies Sir Philip 
Sidney's friend. 

* Some Aere arc that mention only the names of 
the perfons whofe duft they cover, and preferve a 
noble filence with regard to the hand that raifed 
them : but even here the dead can receive no benefit 
from fuch difinterefted affeftion ; but the living may 
prefit much by fuch an example. Another thing 
that difplejtfes me is, the manner of the infcriptions, 
which frequently miftake the very defign of en- 
graving theip, and as frequently give the lie to 
themfelves. To pore one's felf blind in guefling 
out Mfetnd memoria facrum^ is a jeft, that would 
make Heraclitus laugh j and yet moft of them begin 
in that pompous tafte, without the Icaft fefleftion 
tii^ brafs and marble cannot preferve themfelves 
from thetboth of time: and if men's aitions have 
not guarded their reputationt, the proudeft monu- 
ment wbuW -flitter in vain* ' ' ' 

* I do not fay thefe things becaufe I am an eHenly 
to the cuffom ; fo far frotil it, no one can aamire 
it more : but what I intend is, to place every thing 
on its right principle, and recommend the propereft 
means for the confequence. It is certain there is 
not a nobler amufemcnt in the world, than a \vdk 
in Weftminffer-tibbey; among the tbiWjs ofherbeJ, 
patriots, poets, ai\d philofophers.* YoU' axe- fti?- 
rounded with the fliades of your grea^ forclltthers'; 

I you 
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you feel the influence of Aeir vcncratle (bciety, and 
grow fond of fame and virtue in the contemplation. 
It is the fineft fchool of morality, and the moft 
beautiful flatterer of the imagination in nature. 

* I appeal to every man's mind, that has any 
tafte for what is fublime and noble^ for a witnefs to 
the pleaiure he experiences on this occafion ; and, I 
dare betieve, he will acknowledge, that there is no 
entertainment fo various, or fo ihftm^ve. For 
tny own part, I have fpent many an hour of pleafmg 
melancholy in its venei^ble walks; and have been 
more delighted with the fdemn converfation of the 
dead, than the moft (prightly falties of die living. 
I have examined the charadlers that were ihfcribed 
before me, and diftinguifhed every particular virtue. 
The monuments of real feme I have viewed with 
real refpedl ; but the piles that wanted a chara£ler to 
excufe them, I confidered as the monuments of folly. 
I have vrandered with pleafure into the moft gloomy 
^oefles of this laft refort of grandeur, to contemplate 
human life, and traCe mankind through all the wil- 
dernefs of their frailtler and misfortunes, from then- 
' cradles to their grave. I have refleded on the 
thortnefs of our duration here, and that I was bom 
©nc of fhe miUions who had beeri emjJoyed in the 
fame itiailiier, i^ ruminating on the tK>phies of 
mortality before me ; that I muft moidder to duft in 
the famie mamler, and quit the fcene to a new gene- 
ratidn, without leaving the &adow of qiy exiftemse 

behind 
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behind me; that this huge fabricy this facred repo- 
fitory of feme and grandeur, would only be the ftagc 
for the fame performance; would receive new ac- 
ceffioas of noble duft ; would be adorned with other 
-fcpuichres of coft and magnificence; would be 
crowded with fucceflive admirers ; and, at laft, by 
the unavoidable decays of time, bury the whole col* 
le^lion of antiquities in general obfcurity, and be 
the monument of its own ruins. 

* Yet, in fpite of thefe refle£Hons, this plaia 
profpeft of general decay, I muft own, it is a great 
pleafure to me to fee a new ftatue added to the laft ; 
to fee another name of glory increafing the catar 
logue : it is a tafte I am particularly fond of, and 
what I congratulate the prefent age for encouraging 
fo much. I ana always of the firft to furvey a new 
monument, to criticife on its beauties, and poiitf 
out its defed'b. I have fometimes the pleafure of 
obferving a beauty, and often a fiault, in our modern 
artifts ; and fliould be glad to take an pccafion of 
applauding the firft, and mending the laft. I would 
have all works of ornament perfectly beautiful and 
eleganty or elfe they difappoint the very intent of 
their being. I would have all ftatuary, in a pecu- 
liar manner, excellent.. A polite people are moft 
dtftinguifl^ed as fuch, by their bujlding their ftatues, 
.and their jnfcriptions y and, I am forry to fay, we 
are generally defedive in all. , There isi one noble 
iord amongft us, indeed, who has taken great pains, 

and 
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and been at vaft expencc, in improving our tafte in 
one of thcfe particulars ; but I do not find fo emi- 
nent an example, has influenced many more to an 
emulation of what has done him fo much honour. 
In a word, fepulcbral monuments fhould be always 
confidered as the laft public tribute which is paid to 
virtue ; as a proof of our regard for noble charafters, 
and, moft particularly, as an excitement to others 
to emulate the great example. In a word, I can- 
not look upon diat which is r^ifed over the afhes of 
Sir I(aac Newton in any other light : his honours 
were all owing to his own merit ; neither is it in 
the power of the fineft ftatue, or the fublimeft in- 
fcription, to' afFord him any addition. Had his re- 
mains refted without a name, like Shafteftury or 
Naflau, it would have been a new reproach to an 
ungrateful people, but no injury to him. 'On the 
other hand, the utmoft magniiicence of funeral 
honours would only be a credit to us, without doing 
Jiim any fervice. Having lately obferved that this 
ftately maufoleum had madc^ the entrance into the 
choir irregular, it was anfwered, tiiat If we waited 
for ah equal name among the moderns to make it 
uniform, it would hardly be fo to eternity ; and if 
an inferior was ^o,bjp ranged with him, it would be 
a^ difad vantage to both. It is moft certain, that 
there are few characters that approach any thing 
near to an equality ; and the many vain trials that 
have been made for his epitaph, are the higheft com- 
H pliment 
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pliment to his dcicrt : it is a proof tfiat language 
was too weak to expreft it, and hyperbole itfelftoo 
faint for the admiration that was due to his accora- 
plifhmeiits.' 

Before we finifh our morning's tour, it wifl 
be worth our attention to crofe Weftminfter* 
bridge. 

This bridge, built over the river Thames from 
the city of Weftminfter to the oppoiite fhore, is 
univcrfally allowed to be one of the iineft in the 
world. It is neat and elegant, and poilefles fuch 
Jimplicity and grandeur, that whether viewed from 
Ae water, or by the paifehgers who walk over it, it 
lills the mind with an a^eeable furprize-^ The 
iemi-o^bmgular towers, of which there ace twenty- 
eight, twelve covered with half domes, a^id moft of 
them having feats, form the rocefles of the'f^ot-way^ 
and over the center arch are pedeftals* Th^ balui^ 
trade is very lofty and noble, and the manner of 
placing the lamps, which are fixteen on each iide, 
is beautiful and weH contrived. 

It is forty-four feet wide ; the foot- way is feven 
feet broad on each fide, raifed above the road^ and 
paved with broad Moor ftoncs, while the fpace be- 
tween them will admit of three carriages, and two 
iiorfes, to go a-breaft. 

Its extent from wharf to wharf is 1223 feet. 

Juft above and below the abutment at each end, 
are large and commodious flights of Mck>r ftone 

fteps. 
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}le|)S, f6r the {hipping and landing of goods "^ 
paflengers. 

It confifts of fourteen piers* The length of every 
pier, from point to point, is about fcventy feet; the 
ends againft either ftream terminating with a faliant 
right angTe. 

The two Yhrddte piiers are each feventeen feet 
wide at the fpringing of the arches, and contain 
3000 cubic feet, or near 200 tons of folid ftone : 
the reft decreafe in breadth equally on each fide by 
one foot, fo that the next to tlie largcft is fixtcen 
feet, and the laft twelve. 

Each of thefe piers are four feet widei* at- thcii: 
foundation, tlK^n at the top ; and are laid on a 
ftrong bed of timber, of thie fame fh^pe as the pier, 
about eighty feet long> twenty-eight broad, and 
two thick. 

The depths Or heights of the piers are difFe* 
rent: none &f their foundations are laid at a tefs 
depth than five feet under the bed of the river, and 
none at a greater depth than fourteen feet : this dif»- 
fcrence is occafioned by the bed of gravel, on which 
;^1 the foundations c t the pers and abutments srre 
laid, Jying much lower, and beii^ more difficult 
to coifte at, oi\ the Surry fide 'than 6n the Wcft>- 
minfter. 

The piers are all built throughout of folid Port- 
land block-ftones, none lefs than otte toriy or 2C00 
weight, unlefs here and there a fmaller^ called a 
H 2 clofer. 
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clofcr, placed between four other larger ft ones; ' 
but moft of thcih are two or three tons weight, and 
leveral of four or five tons. They are fet in, and 
their joints filled widi, a cement csffled Dutch tarras j 
and they are befides faftened together with iron' 
cramps, run in with lead, which are fb placed that 
they can neither be feen, or be afFeded by the 
water. 

The caiffon on which the firft pier was funk, 
contained 150 loads of timber ; for it is a precaution 
ufed, in moft heavy buildings, to lay their founda- 
tions on planks, or beds of timber, 'vi^ich (if found 
when laid, and always kept wet) will not only re- 
main found, but grow harder by time. 

The value of 40,000!. is computed to be always 
imder water, in ftone and other materials. 

It has thirteen large, and two fmall femi-circular 
arches, thatform being one of the ftrongeft, and the 
beft adapted for difpatch in building. They all 
fpring from about two feet above low- water mark ; 
which renders the bridge much ftronger than if the 
arches fprung from taller piers. 
: * The middle arch is fevefety-fix feet wide, and 
die others dccreafc in width equally on e^ich fide by 
four feet; fo that the two next are fcventy-two feet 
wide, and the leaft twenty-five feet. The free 
water-way, under the arches of this bridge^ is 870 
feet; which hobk paflages, together with the gen- 
tlenefs of the ftredm, are the chief reafons why na 

- fenfible 
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fenfible fall of water can ever flop, Dr in the leafl: 
endanger the fmalleft boats. . 

It has been computed, that the quantity of ftona 
contained in the middle arch, exclufive of the frieze, 
cornice, and foot-ways, is full 500 tons. 

The foffiet of every arch is turned and built 
quite through, the fame as in the fronts, with large 
Portland blocks; over which is built (bonded in 
with the Portland) another arch of Purbeck ftone, 
four or five times thicker on the reins than over the 
key ; fo calculated and built, that by the help of this 
(ccondary arch, together with the incumbent load of 
material^ all the parts of every arch are in egui- 
librio: fo that each arch can ftaiKi fmgle, without 
aiFe£ling, or being aSe£ted by, any of the other 
arches. 

Between every two arches a drain is contrived 
to carry off the water and filth. Some bridges have 
^een ruined for want of this precaution. 

The fize and diipofition of all the materiak are 
fuch, that there is no falfe bearing, or fo much as a 
falfe joint, in the wh<Je bridge : fo that every part is 
fully and properly fupported ; and whatever ought 
to be of. one ftone, is not made of feveral fmall 
ones. 

One of the piers fuiJc in 1749, when the bridge 
was ahnoft complete, which damaged its arch fo 
much, that it wfts' thought proper to pull it down 
wd rebuild it. 

.Hj Tlie 
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The firft ftone of this noble ftru£hirc was laid 
on the ,29th of January, 1738-9, by the carl of 
Peinbr<^e ; and the hft was laid on the loth of 
November, 1750, by Thomas Lediard,. pfq; fo 
that the whole time employed in crefting it was 
eleven years and nine months*. 

JFox defraying the expence, there was £. 

^ Granted by parliament, 192,000 

Raifed by lottery, — ^ 1975500 



The- view from Weffminfter-bridge is very [deaf- 
ing, and the avenues which lead to it are direft,, 
open, and fpacious. Lambeth has been confider- 
ably improved fince its erection, though much re- 
mains yet to be done. The remarkables here are 
lew. Aftley's riding-fchool is on jhe right hand, at, 
a fmall diftance from the bridge, A place at which 
there are public exhibitions of horfemanfliip, with 
tumbling, and other feats of aftivity. Farther on 
to the left is the Weftminfter Lying-in hofpit^ j a 
neat building, which, in its conftitution, is more 
liberal than any other in this metropolis. For every 
other hofpital of this kind refufes admittance to the 
unfortunate, who have been feduced, and are not 
married ; but this, under proper regulations, is cal- 
culated to alleviate the diftrcfs of thofe^ whofe mifery 

is 



d by Google 



LONDON. r5i 

is attended with the additional burthen of guilt and 
ielf- condemnation » 

Beyond the turnpike^ at the entrance of St. 
George's fields, is an hofpital for tUe reception ajid 
education of female orphans. It i^ called the Afvu 
Jum> or houfe of refuge, and was inftituted in 1758. 
The evils li^is charity is intended to prevent are not 
chimerical, but founded on fa£ls. It too often hap^ 
peas, that by the death of the father, a mother in^ 
titled to no relief from any parifh, is left with feveral 
helplefs children, to be fupplied from her induftry.. 
Her refource fo^ fiibfiftenee is ufualiy to fome low 
occupation, fcarcely fufficient to afFord bread and 
clothing, and rarely the means of inflruftion. What 
then muft become of the daughters of fuch parents,, 
poor and illiterate as they are, and thereby expofed^ 
to every temptation? NecefEty maj make them 
proftitutes, even before their paffions can have any 
&are in their guilL Among thefe unhappy objedts 
very agreeable features are freq^uently feen,» difguifcd 
amidft dirt and rags, and this ftill e?^oiies them to 
greater hazards j for thefe are the girls which the 
vile proc»refs feeks after ; Ihe trepans them to her 
brothel, even while they are yet children, and (he 
cleans and dreffes them up for proftitution. But 
what is ftill mbre dreadful, maternal duty and affec- 
tion have beea fo thoroughly obliterated, that even 
mothers themfelves have been the feducers. They 
have infhared their children to the houfe of th(& pro^ 
H 4 curefe 
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curefs, and ihared with ker the infamous gain of 
initiating their daughters in lewdnefe. Or, if tbis 
has not been the cafe, they have too often been 
prevailed on, for a trifling confideration, to conceal 
and forgive the crime of the infamdus bawd. 

This truJy humane and charitable inftitudon, of 
refcuing the young and innocent frOm impending 
deftrudion and ruin, is fupported by Voluntary con- 
-tributions, and is, at prefent, in a flourifti'ng ftatc* 



MORNING 



d by Google 



LONDON. 153 



MORNING V. 

WE fhill begin the prefent da/s tour at the 
north-en^ of Fleet-market, and walk from 
thence along Holborn, and Oxford-ftrcct, to the 
upper end of Park-lane j ftcpping occafionally afide, 
w^n any thing deferving attention fhall attract our 
notice. ' 

* St. Andrew's church, in Holborn, has the ad- 
vantage of a very good fituation, but dien it defefves 
it as little as any modern church in the whole city* 
The tower is even below criticifm, but the infide 
of the building makes amends for the aukwardnefs 
of the out : ancf Is really as neat, and well fim'flied, 
as the manner and taftc it is formed in will allow.^ 

From the foot of Holborn-hill to Dean-ftreet, 
Red-lion- fquare, the ftreet of Holborn is of a great 
width, and almoft entirely ftrait ; and if the houfes 
were at all regular, it would be one of the nobleft 
llreets in Europe, The diftance between thefe ex- 
tremities is more than half a mile. At about the 
middle diftance ftands a capital blemifli to the whole, 
namely, the pile of houfes which contain the pafi'age 
called Middle-row. As thefe houfes are in them- 
Mvcs contemptible, and inhabited only by the 
H 5 qjanner 
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meaner clafi of tradcfmen, we arc not without hope 
that parliament will, fome time or other, remove 
this nuifance. 

On the right hand of Holborn-hill is a regular 
and open ftreet, lately built on the fcite of Ely-* 
houie. 

The next ftreet on the (ame fide, that is to (ay,. 
Hatton-ftreet, is very long, ftrait, and fpacious.. 
The houfes are tolerably regular, but have no claisi 
to any notice confidered individually. 

Higher up, on the fame 'fide, is Furnival's-inji, 
which is one of the inns of Chancery. The firont 
next the ftreet is an old brick building, and is no 
inconfiderable ornament to die pUce. The arch in 
the center leads into a fpacious court, behind which 
is a pleafant fmall garden. 

Nearly oppofite to diis, on the other fide of tl)e 
Vrzy^ is StapleVinn, another of <^e inns of Chan* 
cery. It cbnfifts of two fquare courts enclofed 
by buildings, which are lofty, and in tolerable good 
condition. 

The chief entrance, into Gray*s-inn is through 
an arch on the north fide of Holborn, a little beyond 
Middle-row. This is one of the four inns of court, 
and is inhabited by barrifters and ftudents in the 
law, as alio by private gentlemen, who may chufe 
chambers in preference to conunon lodgings. It 
confifts of ieveral well-built and fpacious courts; 
but its chief ornament is the garden, the benefit of 

which 



d by Google 



LONDON!. I5S 

Hrhich is enjoyed by the public, every perfon dc^- 
cently drefled being allowed the recreation of walk- 
ing in it every day. This garden confifts of gravel 
walks between viftas of trees, of grafs-plats, agree- 
able flopes, and a terrace^ with a portico at each 
end. This terrace is afcended by a handfome flight 
of fteps. Formerly there was a fummerrhoufe^ 
ereded by the great Sir Francis Bacon, upon a 
fmall mount. It was open on all fiicSy and th& 
roof fupported by Sender pillars. But the i^nkiter* 
rupted profped of the neighbouring fields, whicte 
extended as for as the hills of Highgate and Hamp- 
ftead, has been obftru£ted by the buildings fmce 
ere£led to the northward. In con&quence of which,^ 
the fociety have levelled the (Ummer-houfe and 
fnount, and cut down many of the trees, to rendor 
tiie gardens more aiiy and open. 

^ Bedfosd-row is one of the moft noble ftreets- 
London has to boaft of, and yet there is not one 
houfe in it which deferves the leaft attention. Evenjt 
, that- fide of the way which is next the gardens, is ra- 
markable for nothing but its regularity ;. the build- 
ings themfelves being void of all fymmetry and prcr- 
portion, and in a tafte altogether Gothic and clum- 
£y. But after all, we cannot but admire the graiv- 
deur and length of the whole.' 
' The hofpital for expofed and^ defertcA- children^ 
commonly called the Foundling-hofpital, is fituated 
in the fields near the north end of Lamb's Conduit- 
&£eet% It is a plain, fpacious, and regular bricjc, 
. / H 6 buildmg> 
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l>uildmg, confifting of a center and two wings, and 
has a much better general efFe^l than many ftriKShires 
which are mpre ornamented. The eftablifhmerit of 
this hofpital was, for fbme years,impeded by the back- 
wardnefs of fuch people as diougbt it would tend 
to encourage licentioufhefs; but the affiduity of Mr. 
Coramt ^ commander in the merchants fervice> 
who devoted the remainder of his life to thb pur- 
pofe, procured a charter to be granted 'm 1739; 
linc€ which time it has been much encouraged, and 
at prefent they receive by ballot generally ten chil- 
dren in a month. None are admitted who exceed 
the age of two months, and by changing their 
name and habit, it is made impoffible for the 
parents to recover or j-ecognize them, but by the 
permiffion and communication of the governors, 
who will reftore them upon petition, after receir- 
ing (ufficifcnt proofe of the right of the parent; 
who 16 pftviouily required to make fuch a pecu- 
niary comp^nfation to the hofpital, as' may be judged 
adequate confidently with his or her circumftanccs, 
and alfo to ftnd fecurity that it (hall not be again 
kft deftitute and without provifion. 

The influence which hofpitals have on the man- 
ners and conduift of a people, has never been di- 
re^ftly and immediately examined into. The fub- 
jc6k is generally confidered in a favourable light, and 
the fuperficial enquirer naturally, concludes, that if 
it be laudable to relieve and fupport i fellow-crea- 
tdre, it muft be much more fo to afiift a greater 

number. 
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number. But the man of penetration will not be 
fo eafily fatisfied, when he confiders the efFe^ks of li* 
berality, either to an individual or a number of peo- 
ple. Our own feelings may deceive us, and we 
may fuppofe want and wretchednefs to exift, while 
Jthe obje£l of our pity, being a ftrangcr to what we 
xall affluence and eafe, may not even fufp^d, that 
he has a ri^it to repine. In fuch a cafe, if we ad- 
minifter a temporary fupply to thofe wants we ima- 
gine him to feel, we in reality* do him an injury, by 
depriving him of that contentment which it is ne- 
ceflary for ti>c good of fociety that every one (bould 
enjoy in biaftation^, however degraded among the va- 
rious ranks of which it is compofed. It muft be con- 
felfed, however^ that almoft all our charitable infti- 
tutions are of the rational kind, and tend not fo much 
to fupport the individual, as to enable him to fupport 
himf^lf. To give healdi to the poor man is giving 
him, and perhaps anumerous family,, the means of fuV 
fiftenee* Toreftore the wretched proftitute to the 
arms of Aat fociety from which (he had long been 
efteemed an outcaft, is an exertion of benevolence 
whofe value can be truly efteemed only by h«r who 
enjoys it ; diough a parent may form feme idea of 
its confequence by reflecting, that many of thofe 
unhappy and defpifed females once formed the dar- 
ling hope of parental fondnei^, before the power of 
^ fedudion had led them to infamy and diflionour. 
The aged and infirm, who have paffed through the 
toils of life, and are arrived near the clofe of it with- 
out 
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out fiiccefs in their purfuits, have a right to tRatr 
pittance which wealdi and rnduftry may fpare, to 
proteft them from poverty and dHlrcfi. If ever the 
wea^ and defencelefs kx are intided to tendemeft 
and affiftance from mankind, dien fitrely their claim 
is undoubted, when the ieafon of approaching dan*- 
ger calls for every help which kindnefs and hurna* 
nity can beftowj nothing, therefore, can be more 
worthy of approbation, or confident with the good 
of the community, than thofe inftitutions which af^ 
ford relief to the child-bearing poor. And among 
fiich a variety of exertions of the divine principle of 
benevolence, fhall the feeble cries of the defeited 
and expoled infant be unheard ? A helpleft little be^ 
ing, born to mifery, and expofed to the inclement 
night, by the horrid 'cruelty of that mother to whom 
its wants ought te plead for every attention and 
care ! Every tie of natui>e, every generous, every 
amiable emotion of the heart forbid it ! 

Thefe are the thoughts of the glowing mind that 
feels for the' woe of others, that fympathizes with 
their grief and relieves it. But it is demanded on 
the other hand, whether the mother would ^xpofe 
and defert her infant if fhe imagined it would periihi 
Nay, rather is it not the certainty of its being pro- 
vided for, which has induced her to the aftion? And 
if fb, it may be afked, whether an inftitution which 
deprives many infants of that paternal care and even 
fondpefs, which a few mondis would have produced, 
an^ which deprives parents of one of the ftrongeft of all 

induce* 
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inducements to fobriety, frugality, and induftry, by 
tempting them to part with their children, can be 
called a public benefit? If it be replied, that the 
tendernefs which is natural in parents tewards their 
• offspring, will prevent the evil from being of any 
importance, the anfwer will confift in referring to 
the French Etremesy in which it appears, diat the 
number of births yearly in Paris is about I ^000, 
of which more than 6000 are en/ans trouvthy or 
children found in the ftreets^ diat is to (ay, near one 
third of the whole ! 

« Ormond-flreet i^s a place of pleafure, and 
that fide of it next the fields is, beyond queflion, one 
of the moft charming fituations about Xo^n^ 

^ Queen Vfquare is an area of a peculiar kind, 
being left open on one fide, for the fake of d)e beau- 
tiful landfcape, which is formed by the hills of 
Highgate and Hampftead, together with the adja- 
cent fields ; a delicacy which deferves fome appro- 
bation, bodi as it is an advantage to the inhabitants, 
anA-a beauty even with regard to the fquare itfdf.* 

Red-lion-fquare has, perhaps, the leafl of mag- 
nificence of any in town ; neither is there any difplsly 
of tafte in the. inclofed area. An anonymous writer 
obferves, that it is calculated to infpire funereal 
i4eas. * I am fure,' fays he, * I never go into it 
without thinking of my latter end. The rough fod 
that heaves in many a mouldering heap, the dreary 
length of the fides, with the four watch-houfes like 
fo many family-vaults at the corners^ and the naked 
5 f^belijts 
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<^Iiik diat fprings fr6m ^midfk the rank grafs, like 
the (ad monument of a wiciow for the lofe of her 
firft hufband, form all together a memento moie 
powerful to me than a d€ath'«-head and crrfs 
marrow-bones : and were but the parfon's buU to 
be feen bcUdwing at the gate, the idea of a country^ 
church-yard would be compleat/ 

* Southampton-row is a range of buildings, whidi 
ieems to have been built only for, the fake of the 
profpefl: before it ; and for fuch who prefer no con- 
veniency to that, no fituation can be more bappy ;. 
but, for my own part, I fhould be uneafy in.refiding 
there for want of ihelter frpm the wind in winter, 
and the fun in furamcr,' 

Bloomlbury-fquarc is neat and elegant, but, like 
moft others in town, irregular* The houfes, m 
general, are above the ftyle of a common ilreet, 
except ^t the fouth fide, which is difgraced with 
fome that may even be called mean. 

* The ground on which the duke of Bedford's 
houfe now ftands, is, beyond all difpute, of the 
fineft fituation in Europe for a palace; and I am 
not a little grieved to fee it fo wretchedly mif- 
employed. In th^ firft place, it has one whole fide 
of a iquare for a front, and the fquare itfelf would 
ferve as a magnificent area before it. Then there is 
a grand ftreet juft oppofite to it, which throws the 
profpefl: of it open^ to Hcdboi'n^ and muft excite the 
curiofity of every paflenger to regard it and admire 
it. ThcA behind it has the advantage of moil 

agree- 
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agreeable gardens, and a view of the country, 
which would make a retreat from town almoft un- 
neceflary : befides the opportunity, of exhibiting 
another profpciSl of the building, which would enrich 
the landfcape, and challenge new approbation/ 

Our author has not pointed out his rcafons for 
difapproving Bedford-houfe ; and, we confe/s, that 
we are not ready to difcover them. To us it appears 
worthy of its excellent fituation, and of its architcft 
Jnigo Jones. Its principal faidt feems to be a want 
of fufficient elcvatioa and variety; but, on the 
^ole, it has a gay and chearful appearance, which 
the lownefs of the fcreen tends not a little .to im« 
frovc. 

« It will be impoffible to pafs by the church of 
St. George's, Blopmfbury, without giving it a very 
particular furvey. It is built all of ftone, is adornej 
"Sjritji a pompous portico, can boaft many other de- 
corations, has been ftinted in no cxpence ; and 
yet, upon the \riide, is ridiculous and abfurd eveo 
to a proverb. The reafon is this — the builder mif- 
,<ook whim for genius, and ornament for taftc. He 
erred fo much, that the very pprticT) does not fecm 
to be in the middle of the church ; and as to thp 
^eplc, it is ftuck on like a wen to the reft of the 
building. Then the execrable conceit of fitting 
lip the king on the top of it, excites nothing but 
laughter in the ignorant, and contempt in ii^ judge. 
In (hort, it is a lafting refle^ioo on die £une of the 
, . architect:, 
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architcft, and the underfhuiding of thofe who cm- 
ployed him* 

^ Momague-boufe, now Ae Mttfeum, was longer 
but ridiculoufly> cftcemed one of the moft beautiful 
buildings about townw I muft own it is grand and 
expenfive, will admit of very noble ranges of apart- 
ments mdiin, and fully anfwers all ^e dignity of a 
Britifii nobleman of the firfl: rank : but after I have 
allowed dus,. I muft add, that the entrance ii\to the 
€Ourt*yard is mesui and Gothic, more like the portal 
t>{ a monaftery than the gate of a palace ; and th^ 
cupola over it, is even. ftUl more contemptible and 
abiurd, I am ready to confefs the area fpacious and 
grand, the colonnade to the wings graceful and har- 
monious J but then the wings themfelves are no 
way equal to it, and the body of the houfe has no 
other recommendation- than merely its bulk, and 
the quantity of fpace it ftls. It is my opinion, that 
the height is not adequate to th^ length, anckthat the 
roof and gavrets are both a load to the fabric^ and 
abfurd in themfelves; that the windows are too 
large and numerous ; that decorations are granting v 
and that the whol^ fronjt; is defe&ive^ both in beautjr 
and variety,* 

Sir Hans Sloane, Bart, may be juftly termed the 
founder of the Brittlh Mufeum ; for its being efta- 
Wiftied by parliament, was only in confequencef of 
his leaving, by will, his noble colle£Bon of natural 
hiftory, bis large library, and his numerous c«rio» 
.fities, which coft him 50,000 !• to the ufe of the 

public,^ 
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public, on condition that dxc parliament would pay, 
20,000 1. to his executors. And, indeed, this dif- 
polition of Sir Hans was extremely welt calculated 
to anlwer his^generous defign 5 for- had he given the 
■whole to- the public, without any payment at all, it 
couM have been of little ufe, without the affiftancc 
of parliament, to fettle a fund for the fupport of 
officers, &c.^ 

Sir Hans appointed a number of truftees, on 
whofe application to parliament an aft was paffed 
for raifing 300,0001. by way of lottery j 200,000!. 
thereof to be fharcd'among the adventurers, 20,000!. 
to be paid to Sir Hans Sloane*i5 executors, 10,000 1. 
to purchafe lord Oxford's manufcripts, 30^000!. te 
be vefted in the funds for ftpplyirig falaries for 
officers, and other neceflary expenccs, and the re- 
lidue for providing a general rcpofit?ory. In this a6l 
it is, alfo ordered, that Sir Hans Sloane-s colleftion, 
the Cottonian library, the Harleian manufcripts, 
and a coUe&ion of books given by the late major 
Edwards, fhould be placed together in the general 
repofitory, which was to be called the Britifii Mu- 
feutn. 7,000 1. left by the faid major Edwards^ 
after the deceafe of Elizabeth Mills, are alfo given 
to the Britifb Mufeum, for the purchafing of manu- 
fcripts,- books, medals, an^d other curiofities. In 
the year 1772, parliament purchafod Sir William 
Hamilton's large coUedion of Greek, Roman, mi 
£trufcan aqti<}uities, and placed them here. 
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It happened very fortunately foon after that, while 
the truftecs were at a lofs whereto purchafe or build 
a proper repofitory, an offer was made them of 
Montague-houfe, in Great Ruflel-ftrect. This 
they purchafed for the fura of io,oooI. repairs, al- 
terations, book-cafe$% cabinets, and all other con- 
veniencies for placing the whole coUeftion properly, 
and the making apartni^ents for the officers, have 
coft 15^000}. more. And every part is now fo ex- 
cellently contrived for holding this noble colle£tion, 
and the difpofition of it, in the feveral rooms, is fo 
orderly and weU defigned, that the Britilb Mufeum 
fnay be juftly efleemed an holdout and ornament to 
the nation. To this cdle<3ion his Majeily has been 
pleafed to add the royal library of hooks,^ colledted 
by the (everal kings of England. 

The Sloapian coUeftion confifts of an amazing 
number of curioiitie$> among vi4iich are<^ 

The library, including books of drawings^ manu-^ 
fcripts, and prints, amounting te about vols. 50,00a 
Medals and coins, — " *^ 23,000 

Cameos ^d intaglios, — — 700 

Seals, r— *— . — 268 

Vellcls, &c. of agatfe, jafper, &c. -^ 542. 

Antiquities, -— . — — ^^ 1125 

Precious ftone^, agates, jafpers, &c. — 2256 
Metals, minerals, ores, &c, — 2725 

Cryftals, (jpars, &c. — — 1864 

Foflils, Aint$, ftones, — r — . 1275 
Earths, fands, fait,, •?- — ^ 1035 

Bitumens^ 
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Bitumens^ fulphurs, ambers, &c. — 399 * 

Talcs, micae, &c. — — 388 

Corals, fpunges, &c. — ~ 1421 

Teftacea, or fhells, &c. — — 5845 

-Echini, echinitae, &c. — — 659 

Aftcrise, trochi, entrochi, &c. ~ 241 

Cruftacae, crabs, lobfters, &c. — • 363 

Stelbe marinae, ftar fiflies, &c. — 173 

Fifties and their parts, — — 1555 

Birds and their parts, eggs, ncfts, &c. 1 172 

Quadrupeds, &c. — — 1886 

Vipers, ferpents, &c. — — 521 

Infers, &c. -,— — — 5439 

Vegetables, — — •— 12,506 

Hortus ficcus, or volumes of dried j>lants, 334 

Humana, as calculi, anatomical preparations,&c. 756 
Mifcellaneous things natural, — 2098 

Mathematical inftruments — 55 

A catalogue of all the above is written in 38 vo- 
lumes in'folio, and eight in quarto. 

As this noble collefl:ion of curiofities, and thefe 
excellent libraries, are now chiefly dcfigned for the 
ufe of learned and ftudious men, both natives and 
foreigners in Aeir refearches into the feveral parts 
of knowledge, the truftees have thought fit to or- 
dain feveral ftatutes, or regulations, refpefting the 
ufe of the Mufeum. 

By thefe ftatutes it is ordered, that the Mufeum 
be kept t)pen every day in the week, Saturdays and 
Sundays excepted j and likewife except Chriftmas- 

day 
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day and one week after ; one week after Eaftcr-d^jr 
and Whit-Sunday refpedUvely ; Good-Friday, and 
fucb days as fhall hereafter be appointed for thankf» 
givings and fafts by public authority. 

The method of obtaining a view of the Mufeum 
is by leaving a writing with the porter, containing 
the name, condition, and place of abode of the p6r* 
ifons defirous of being admitted^ and upon a lecond 
application, tickets are delivered, intiding them to 
JTee the Mufeum en a particular day and hour there- 
in fignified. The limited time for remaining in 
any one apartment is one hour, but the companies 
ufually pafs Uirougli the whole range in lefs than two 
liours. No officer or fervant is permitted to receive 
any fee or reward for his attendance on the vifitors; 
and any perfon who is defirous of repeatedly view- 
ing the Mufeum, may apply for tickets as often as 
he pleafes } which will be ifTued in fuch a manner, 
that the (ame perfon Iball not at any time be in pof- 
leffion of tickets for more days than.one. 

Studious perfons, who wifli to have accefs to the 
libraries, may, by application to the committee, 
obtain an order for that purpofe, which will be in 
force for half a year, and may be renewed by a frefli 
application. A room is appointed for the uFe of 
iiich ftudents or readers, in which they may fit and 
read or write during the whole time the Mufeum is 
kqpt open. Any book is delivered to them by the 
proper officer, on their giving notice in writing the 
day before, from which they may take extra^^ but 

the 
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the greater part, or whole of any manufcript is not 
allowed to be copied without leave of the committee. 

Bedford-fquare is a proof of the improvement of our 
tafte. It is without exception the moft pcrfeft fquarc 
i« town. The regularity and fymmetryof the fides, 
each of which is adorned with a central building 
faced with ftone and enriched with ptlafters and a 
pediment, the great breadth of the pavements, and 
the neatnefs of tjie iron-rails, which enclofes an 
oval gnrfs-pkt, environed by a gravel-walk, render 
it fuperior in every thing but magnitude to any fquare 
in Europe. 

From hence vk pafs to the fouth into Broad St. 
Giles's, a ftreet which, from the ruinous ftate of 
many of its buildings, we may hope fhortly to fee 
rebuilt in a more regular and confiftent manner. 

* The church at St. Giles's is one of the moft 
fimple and elegant of die modern ftrudures. It 
was raifed at a very little expence, has very few or* 
naments, and little befide the propriety of its parts, 
and the harmony of the whole, to excite attention 
and challenge applaufe^ yet ftill it plealbs, and juftly 
too. The eaft end is both plain and m^yeftick, and 
there is nothing in the weft to objeft to but the 
imallnefsof the doors, and the poverty of appearance 
that muft neceflarfly follow^ The fteeple is light, 
airy, and genteel, argues a good deal of genius in 
Ae architect, and looks very well both in compari- 
fon with the body of the church, and when it is con- 
iidered as a building by itfelf, in a diftant profpe£b. 

Yet. 
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Yet, after all I have coiifeiTed in fevour of this edi- 
fice, I cannot help again arguing againft the fuper- 
ftition of fituating churches due eaft and weft; for 
in complaifance to this folly, the building before us 
has loft a great advantage it might have otherwifc 
enjoyed ; I mean the making the eaft end the front; 
and placing it in fuch a mamiei' as to have ended the 
vifta of what is called Broad St. Giles's 5 • whereas, 
now it is no where to be feen with eafe to the eye, 
fo as juftly to comprehend the fymmetry and con- 
neftion of the whole/ 

The bas relief of the refurreftion, which is over 
the north gate of the church-yard, is a remarkably 
bold and charafteriftic piece of carving, and is in good 
• prcfervation. This laft circumflance is, perhaps, 
owing to the narrownefs and hurry of the ftreet, 
which prevents its being taken notice of. But the 
fiibje6l Ts unhappy even for a painter, and much 
more for a fculptor, as it is impoiEblc for the moft 
creative fancy to imagine the final] number in this 
piece can repreftnt the *^ multitude of all natior« 
^thercd from all the corners of the earth/' The 
feces feem to want variety. 

Turning to the right from St. Giles's church 
dirough a ftreet of fcandaloufly mean and irregular 
old buildings, we arrive at the end of Oxford-ftreet. 
For length, breadth, and ftraitnefs Oxford-ftreet is 
flie firft ftreet in the world. It is upwards of 2006 
yards long, every where of great breadth^ and al- 
liioft perfectly Icvef. Its ftraitneis is feen to very 
' - great 
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great advantage at night, by the prodigious number 
6f fine cryftal lamps^ which projedt at e(][ual dif- 
tances on each fide of the whole length. But we 
regret very touch, that the btrildings which oompofe 
it are entirely of the fecond and lower rates ; and as 
moft of them are of late ere£lion, there is little rea- 
fon to expeft that this ftreet will poflefs any unifor- 
mity of ftru(£ture for a century to come. 

Soho-fquare has no pretenfions to elegance or 
grandeur, but that of being a fquare. The. build- 
ings which furround it have very little of fymmetry or 
order 5 the area within is too fmall, and the avenues 
to the eaft and weft are very indifferent. 

Though the limits of our plan hav€ not allowed 
us to attend to the various manufatSures which are 
either made or exhibited in this great metropolis, yet 
tlie man of tafte will eafily overlook and even thank 
us for the irregularity of introducing him into the 
exhibition rooms of the well known Wedgwood, irf 
Greek-ftreet. The Briton and the patriot will be 
charmed with this brilliant difplay of .the fkill of that 
phtlofopher, who, by a rational fearch into the na- 
ture of clays and earths, has tendered the Englifli 
pottery fo very fuperior to that of other nations, 
that the manufactures of the French And Dutch are 
remembered no more, and the wants of all Eu- 
rope are fupplied by a prodigious export from this 
kingdom. And while the politician is attentive to 
the national wealth arifing from this produce of la- 
bour and induftrv, the connoiffeur will be delighted 
I at 
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at finding fuch a number of defiderata in thefe apart- 
ments. A prodigious collection of impreiEons from 
antique cameos and^intaglios, bas reliefs, medallion^, 
portraits, figures, vafes, and encauftic paintings in 
every variety of fliade and colour, are here exhibit- 
ed for fale,compofed of imperiftable materials, v^^hich 
are not fufceptible of injury from the keennefs of 
any tool, or the ftilt greater keennefs of chemical 
folvcnts. . It is not yet known to what numerous 
valuable purpofes thefe materials may be applied. 
We obferved three forts ; namely, a black fubftance 
of which the feals and vafes are chiefly compofed, 
which is not diftinguifliable from the black bafaltes 
or touch-ftone j a red or brown fubftance fimilar to 
the matter of the ancient Etrufcan vafes, but more 
ponderous and hard j and a white fubftance, which 
in purity of colour, compaftnefs and indeftruftibi- 
lity, is infinitely preferable to any fpecies of marble 
or ftone yet 'made ufe of. 

The newly-ereded ftreets on the north-fide of 
Oxford-ftreet are fo remarkable for length, ftrait- 
nefs, arid the uniform neatnefs of their buildings, 
.that, in 'any other part of the world, we fliould be 
tempted to fpeak largely in their praife; but the 
whole of this part of the town is fiich, that thefe 
perfeflions are not to be efteemed rarities. The 
prefent tafte is not, indeed, much engaged in works 
of magnificence, yet we muft allow, that the con- 
venient fimplicity which prevails every where, is 
; 3 attended 
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attended with a confiderable {hare of efFe£t in a ge- 
neral view. 

Much tafte and invention is difplayed in the build- 
ing called the Pantheon, Its exterior has nothing 
to demand our attention ; on the contrary, the en-, 
trance from Oxfbrd-ftreet may be juftly efteemed a 
deforunty in itfelf, and an incumbrance to the ftreet. 
But the infide is adorned with every embelliflimcnt 
that modern luxury can wifli for. The principal 
room is truly magnificent : it is lighted by a cen- ' 
trical dome of confiderable magnitude ; the galleries 
are fupported by columns Formed of a new-difcov^red • 
compofition, which rivals the fineft marble in co- 
lour and hardnefs* The roof is fupported by an. 
upper range of them. : The ftated diverfions of this 
place is, a concert oiice a fortnight, with a ball after 
it ; to which any one is admitted, who purchafes the 
tickets nec^flary for that purpofe. Mafquerades arc 
-alfo occafionally held here, when the building is 
finely illuminated, and has been allowed to exhibit 
a more Iplendid fcene of this kind than is, perhaps, 
to be beheld in any other country. 

The ftreets which lead from Oxford-road to Ca- 
v^ndifh and Hanover-fquares, prefent a view which 
does honour to the capital. On the right hand' 
'appears the area of Cavendifli-fquare, terminated on 
the farther fide by two elegant and perfeftly fimilar 
ftone manfions ; and, on the left, the ftreet gently 
<iefcends into Hanover-fquare, In this profpedt, 
* the fide$ of the fquare, the area in the middle, the 
I 2 ' breaks 
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breaks of the buildings^ that form the cnthince of the 
Tifta, the vifta itfelf, but, above all, the beautiful 
pr6jc£Hon of the poi-ticq of St. George's church, 
;ire all circumftances that unite in beauty, and 
make the fcene perfect. 

' If any thing is wanting, it is a graced building 
at the end of the vifta ; and the chapel, which now 
ftands there, afFca*ded a handfome opportunity even 
for adding this too, if the undertakers had had tafte 
or generofity enough to make the beft ufe of it.* 

Cavendifli-fquare has no reafon to boaft of the 
ef der, or uniformity of the buildings, of which it is 
compoied. The two houfes on the north-fide^ 
though beautiful, when fingly confidered, sippear 
exceedingly deficient, when we attempt to guefs at 
the intention of the builder. Thfeir exaft rfelem- 
blance tempts the beholder to conclude^ that they 
w^re meant as parts of fome ftrufture hereafter to 
be raifed 5 and yet every circumftarice about therti 
{hews, that they can never, with the leaft propriety, 
be made part of any reguhr or ftately edifice. 

* The houfe of the late lord Bingley, on the weft 
fide of the fquare, is one of the moft fingukr pieces 
of architeSure about town. In my opinion, it is 
rather like a convent than the refidcnce of a man of 
quality, and feems morie a copy of fome of the 
Pouffin's landfcape ornaments^ than a defign to imi- 
tate any of the genuine beauties of building. I may 
be miftakcn, perhaps, in my opinion, and \vhai I 
efteem Gothic, heavy, and fentaftick/ may really 
I be 
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he harmonious, light, and elegant : To I legve the 
determination of it to better judges/ 

All the fquares in London, at present, have ibeir 
areas incloTed by neat iron railing. We cannot, 
therefore, naentipn this circumftance as a matter of 
snerit in Cavendifh-fquare, though a few years ago 
it mi^ have been noticed as fuch. A gilt ftatue 
of "William, late duke of Cumberland, was ere£ted 
here in 1770. Of this we cannot give a better ac- 
county than by quoting a fpirited little * pamphlet, 
to which we have already had recourfe more than 
once. * The ftatue is the gift of private friend&ip, 
aid as the infcription takes care to inform us, to 
prevent miftakes, is an equeftriaii ftatue. An 
officer,, in the exa£t modern uniform of the guards, 
is mounted on an antique horfe, all very richly gilt 
and burniftied. The figure, both in features and 
proportions, is extremely like the original ^ and fo,^ 
I am t(dd, is the hat« The general encoffiiom be^ 
fiowed upon it is, that it is mighty natural y but^ ift 
my opinion, die refemblance would be much ftronger,^ 
w^De it, in place of being gilt, to be painted in 
proper cdours ; the coat fcadet, the &cings blue, 
and the lace to vemain as it is. This would not 
oidy make it more natural, but alfo render it of ufe 
as a p^tern fuitfor the regimentd taylors.' 

Portland-place is by much the nobleft ftreet vi 
London, as far as it extends. We are forry the 

* Critical ObfervatioBS on the Buildings and Improvements of 
London. Printed for Dod(ley» London, i77i*- 

I 3, two- 
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.two prtncipal center edifices, which are oj^fif? 
tach other, are not perfetSly alike; and die mean 
brick wall, at the fouth end, is peculiarly oflFenfive. 

The new unfinifhed fquare, at Ac north end of 
Duke-ftreet, called Manchefter-fquarc, is too fmall 
to promife any confiderable addition to the magni- 
ficence of the capital. The buildings already eredted 
have nothing but regularity to recommend them. 
The houfe of the duke of Manchefter, as we are 
informed, is a ftru£^ure in favour of which veiy 
litde can be faid. It is too fmall aiid trifling for a 
detached and infulated building, and feems befides 
to be the compofition of whim and caprice. It is 
ornamented, without producing any elFeS either at 
a near or diftant view. The fitoation is worthy of 
great praifc ^ but ipftead of terminating the vifta of 
Duke-ftreet to the fatisfadHon of the beholder,, wc 
are difpleafed at the narroi?vTiefs of the ftreet, which 
cuts off part of the building, ' and leaves a center 
not worth, looking at, Thefe ill cSkSts would have 
been obviated by a more judicious compofition. If 
a fmgle order of columns had fprung from a bafe- 
ment &ory^ with an attic above, and tiic center 
crowned with a pediment, we fliould have over- 
looked the petitenefs of the palace, while wc atteijdcd 
to the efieft ; the center would have been of a proper 
breadth for the ftreet it fronts, and the boWncfs and 
fimplicity of its parts would have been perceived and 
admired, from the moft diftant point of view, as 
well as the nearcft* 
H Portman^ 



d by Google 



L b N D O K. 175 

Portman-fquare is a magnificent area, and is, by 
eftiination, the largeft in town, except Lincoln's- 
Inn-Fields. The fouth range, of houfes forms a 
)ptle Which, by its extent, ipagnitude and fymmctry, 
produces a ftriking efFeft. -The eaft and weft ranges 
are regular, and perfeftly alike. We are inclined 
to regret, that magnificence has not been joined to 
convenience and fimplicity in the exterior of thefe 
large edifices j but when we look at the north fide 
of this fquare, we would willingly quit all our plea- 
fing ideas of grandeur, if we might be indulged with 
the view, of order and arrangement. The weft end 
of the north range of building was began upon a 
plan exactly correfpondent with the oppofite fouth 
pile, but at the eaftern part we have the mortifica- 
tion to obferve, that feveral houfes have been built, 
which, however tolerable, or even elegant in them^ 
felves, are a difgrace to the fquare, and to the taPe^ 
and judgment of the builders. What pity it is, that 
the ground landlord did not confine his tenants to 
build according to an uniform plan ! Or if fym- 
metry, magnificence, and public order, be objedls 
of no value, why does he not let out the area in the 
center to every one who has money to build a houfe,- 
or a dog-kennel ? The houfes which appear in the 
north-weft angle have a bad efFeft on the fquare,, 
however advantegeous the view may be to die inha-- 
bitants. 

At this extremity of the town, not far from Ox- 
ford-road, is the place of public execution, called 
I 4 Tybiirn, 
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Tj^rom, from a viDage of that nanje foHBerly 
Atuated here j but now fwallowed up by the pro- 
digious increafe of buildings. The gallows is 
not fixed here, but is creScd temporarily fer 
every particular day of execution, and Merwardis 
removed. 



MORNING 
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MORNING VI. 



IN the prefent walk we propofe to furvey the re^. 
maining part of the town. This tafk we (halli 
perform, by making a towr from the flaymarket along 
Pail M^l, through the parks, and we fliall return » 
trough the fquares whichlie to the fouth of Oxford* 
ftreet. 

Thip length and breadth of the Haymarfcet, and 
the leafing declivity of the ground, give it a degree 
ef confequence, which the infignificance of its 
buildings cannot entirely deftroy. The Opera- 
houfe,, built under the direction of Vanbrugh, pre- 
' fonts an execrable front to the ftreet, and is abun- 
dantly too large or lofty for declamation. It is now 
made ufe of for the Italian opera, and is fupported 
partly by private fubfcription, and partly by the 
immediate payments of occafional fpe<9:ators. The 
band of mufical performers here is very full, and 
eonfifts of profeffors of the higheft reputation. 

The fummer theatre, on the oppofite fide of the 
way, is exa6tly upon the plan of the theatres of 
Drury-lane and Co vent-garden, excepting that 
they do not exhibit during the winter feafon. . It is 
fmaller than either of them, and was fupported with' 
I 5 great- 
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great eclat ty the well-known author, and player, 
Foote. At prefeht, it is in the hands of Mr. Col- 
man, an author who has met with fome encourage- 
ment from the public* 

* St. Jmnes's-fijuare has an appearance of gran- 
deur equal to any other plan in town, and yet there 
are not many elegant houfes in it ; and the fide next 
Pall Mall is fiiandaloufly rude and irregular. It is 
from the regularity o£ the buildings only, the neat- 
nefs of the pavement, and the beauty of the bafon ia 
the middle, that this beauty refults* If the hoiifes 
were built more in tafte,,.and the four fides 6xa£By 
correfpondent to each other,, die effcdl would be 
much more fiirptiawng,, and the pleafiire arifmg fwrxt 
k more juft, Befides, I can nevex thoroughly ap-^ 
plaud the bafon itfelf, till it is finifhed as it ought^ 
with a ftatue ox obelilk ia the middle, worthy of 
the place it was to appear in, and. the neighbour- 
hood it was to adorn.. St.. James's church i& finely^ 
fituated with regard to the ptofpeft,^ on the north, 
fide of the fquare; and if it had been built in fuit- 
able tafte,, would have appeared moft nobly to filfi 
the viftaj and* add a pomp to the whole view: but 
riie builders of that pile did not trouble, themfelves; 
much about beauty j and^. I feelieve,. itis mere ac- 
cident ^t even the fituation itfelf is fo favcHirable.! 

Two very elegant houfes hav^ been, built on tho 
weft fide of this fquare.. The feuthernmoft is very 
kighly finifhed aad adorned^: but the other has a. 

noblq 



d by Google 



LONDON. 179 

noble air of fimplicity, and produces a happier 
effedt. 

' It is with lio fmall concern I am obliged to owni^ 
that the palace of the Britifh kings is fo far from 
having one fiiigle beauty to recommend it, that it is 
at once the contempt of foreign nations, and the 
difgface of our owfi. It will admit of no debate, . 
that the court of a monarch ought to be the centre 
of alt poHtenefs; and a grand and elegant outfidc 
would feem, at leaft, an indication of a l^ke perfec- - 
tion within. We may fafely add, that this is ne-- 
ceflary even in a political fenfe; for ftraitgtrs very 
naturally take their impreffions: of a whole people, . 
By what tfiey fee at court 5 and the people themfelves 
are, and ought to be, dazzled by the auguft appear- 
ance of majefty, in every thing that has any relation • 
to it. I could wifli, therefore, that ways and means' 
could be invented to bring about this neceflary point; » 
that Britain might affert het own tafte and dignity,- 
and vie in elegance as well as power with the moft 
fihiflied'of our neighbburs/ * 

From hence we enter St. James's Park, a pleafing.: 
enclofure of about 100 acres, which was originally 
planted under the di region of Le A'i/r^j-but his pre- 
fent majerty has made fome very confiderable and - 
judicious alterations. • We cannot think of pro- 
ceeding tOfHydd Park^ till we have firft wdked round - 
this agreeable place, the circuit of which, Ky the 
Mall and the Birdcage-walk, is near a mile and an - 
felt 

1-^6 ^'Aboy^t: 
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* About half way along the Mall, Weftminfler- 
abbey appears over the tops of the trees, in the moft 
|ii£hirefque manner imaginable. The fine gr^ea 
of the park itfelf, the canal, and another city ^rifing 
beyond all, is a view of fuch ^ nature as few places 
in the world can parallel. 

^ Bucldngbam-houfe, now the queen's palace, is 
a building that attracts more eyes, and has mor^ 
admirers than almoft any other about town; no^ 
that it is in fa£t the moft beautiful, but becauie it 
appears fo ; w advantage which it derives only froih 
its fitoation, and the Uberty it allows the fpe£{ator of 
fecipg it in what point of view he plesUes. The 
parts which conjpofe thjs pile are neither new nor 
furprizing. The proportions are not abfolutely per- 
feft, the windows being remarkably too large and 
numerous, and thef, decorations fcem poor and tri- 
vial; the colonnade, which leads to the wings, is 
ftuck 'on to the houfe without any plea for its con- 
nexion; and the wings are both miferable in them^ 
felves, and no ways akin to the houfe they be-r 
long to. Upon the whole, it muft be confefled^ 
it has the appearance of tafte and defigit, and if it 
is not perfdft, there are few hqufes that are more fo» 
The late duke of Buckingham's judgment is cer- 
tainly to be applauded much, for chufmg his ground 
fo well. It is owing to him, that the Ijoufe has at 
once the advantage of a triple vifta along the Mall, 
the air of Conftitution-hill, the profpeft of Chelfea- 
fields, terminated with die hills of Surry, and a moft 

delightful 
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fl^ghtful view of the c^A^l^ with the landfcape oa 
either fide, and the Banquetting-houfe at White- 
)iaU fe^n over the buildings oa the parade, to finifh 
and ;^orn the whole* 

. * The Birdcage-walk is iaK:«cdingly pleafiint, the 
fwell of the ground in the middle has an admirable 
^fte£t on the vifta, afid the view from thence dowa 
to the canal is perfefUj fimple and agreeable. I 
roujQ: not omit here, th^t from tbjs walk Whitehall 
and St. Paul's are feen over the Horfe-guards in a 
very, piftur^fque m^na^r, 

' The Parade I have already touched upon, and 
therefore haye little more tp add on that fiibjed. U 
is certainly a gr^nd ^d ipacious area, and if adorn- 
ed with truly noble and awguft buildings, would not 
be efteen^d one of the m^ inconfiderable beauties 
about town. 

* I can by no means think it a wrong ^ce to 
cre£): an equeftrian ftatue to the memory of fome 
departed hero. Such a decoration can be no v/hj^ve 
raifed with more propriety, and no fituation what- 
ever would become Jt belter. It is true, the great 
and impiortal NaiTau ha^ been once denied this piece 
of juftice, but diey were not foldiers that were 
, guilty of fo great an indignity. We may prefume, 
therefore, that, one tiqie or other thofe gentlemen 
, will refolve to pay diis compliment to a monarch 
t^ey mud all efleem, as bis mighty genius and fu- 
. perior abilities deferved ; a compliment which, tho^ 
4ue to him^ would do honour to themfelves, and 

wipe 
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wipe away a ftain which feems a mark of a national 
ingratitude.' 

There formerly ftood^ on the Parade, a fine brafr 
ftatue of a gladiator, caft fi^om an antique or origi- 
nal by Agafias Defitheus of Ephefus, which laff is- 
now in the Borghefe patlace at Rome. This ftatue^ 
in the reign of queen Anne, was removed from the 
Parade to Hampton-court, where it remains at pre— 
fent in the center of one of the parterres in the gar-r 
den» r - 

Having already taken notice of the buildings oit 
ihe Parade, we fhaH pafs forward through the MalL- 
The beauties of this fine walk are fuch as need notr 
be pointed out to the fpediatof . The fmall lodge^- 
which nearly fronts the avenue leading to the Pa- 
lade, belongs to Carfton-houfe, which * is moflf 
delightfully fituated for a place of elegant and courtly 
pleafure; but the building itfelf is tame and poor^ 
Hardly any place is capable of greater improve- 
ments, and hardly, any place ftands" in more need of • 
them^.' 

* Marlborough-houfe is another inftance ofgreaf 
cxpence, but no tafte. It confifts only of a range* 
ef windows or two, -a< certain quantity of unmean- 
ing ftone,. which; was intended for deooration,. and^ 
the weight of chimnies over all, enough to fink the' 
roof to the foundation. It is^certainr, the ground af- 
jforded the architeS all the opportunity imaginable^; 
of exerting his utmoft art and genius, ^ and if he faad^-. 
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the very place itfelf would have fecured him the 
liigheft apjJaufe.' 

Conftitution-hill is a jdeafing afcent to one of the 
iineft eminences in nature. From hence the eye 
may command a vaft extent of variegated country, 
bounded with diftant hills. Immediately beneath 
appears the beautiful lawn 6f the Green-park, (kirt- 
cd on one fide with buildings, which, though irre- 
gular, are chearful and neat^ and on another by the 
trees in St. James's-park, and enriched with a view 
©f die abbey at Weftminfter. This beautiful pic- 
ture is common to all the houfes on that part of Pic- 
cadilly which fronts the Green-park; and it is much 
to be wifhcd, tiiat they contributed their part to the 
cnibeHiihment of the fcene : but the whole ftreet is 
a confufed mafs of houfes deftitute of general effe<9y 
and compofed of parts fcarce any of which defervef 
notice. Lord Badiurft's houfe is roomy and con-^ 
venient within, which is 'all the merit it can claim. 
But the two adjoining houfes e^diibit a promife of 
Ibmethingy which feems fer from its final accom- 
pliflunent. They are part of a ftruihire^ which 
was to confift of a central part with a pediment, 
and an adjacent houfe on each fide in acorrefpond- 
ing ftyle.^ The whole compdfition is worthy of 
great praiie, and if finiibedy would be ne fmall or- 
nament to the place.. Lord Egremont's^ houfe^ 
though plaii^ and unadorned, has an appearance 
which is not unpleafmg, to which the chearful open 
railiiag tends much, to contribute. But the duke of 

Devonfliire'a 
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Devonfhirc's is one of thofe which prefent a horrfif 
blank of wall, chearlefs and unfocial by day, and 
terriUe by night. It is ftrange that this tafte (hcAild 
f ver have obt^ioisd among our nobilijty, and efpeci* 
^lly in the prefent inftance. Would it be credible,> 
if the h£k did not put it out of jcontroverfy, that any 
man of tafte^ fafhion, and figure wotdd pre&r the 
iblitary grandeur of eoclofing himfelf in a jail, to the 
cnjo)rment of the firft view in. Britain, which he 
might poiTefs by throwing down this execrable i>rick 
ibrecn. The public, however,, have nothing to re* 
gret in lofing the fight of Devonfliire-houfe. It is* 
i9)acious, and Q> are the Eaft India company^s ware*^ 
boufes ; a^d both are equally de&rving pradie.. 

How unfortunate it is, that every thing remarkable 
in this matchlefs fituation may be comprized in one 
paragraph, and that half that paragraph ihould b& 
employed in cenfure ! 

But to return to the Green-p^rk. The lawn con*- 
fifts of the beautiful convexity of two gently rifing 
bills. In the valley is a. little grove, that looks as> 
oflfenfive as a fcab on the face of beauty •, but the 
jiew plantations on the fide of the green ftagnant- 
pool, portend that it will not foon be removed. 
How infinitely preferable would be a wdl-pUnted. 
walk from theTiafon to the weftern gate, which 
would relieve the eye that looks in vain for pleafiirc 
from the rude buildings on thpt fi^ie, and would,, 
befides, afford a promenade, which> in ^ parti- 
cular: 



d by Google 



. t O N D Q N. i&s 

cular of landfc^pe, would excei even Aofe pf St. 
James's-park. 

Earl Spencer's houfe, on the eafteiA Me of the 
Park, is a fin^ piece of architedlure, well calculate4 
to be viewed with ,effe<3: from any diftance. Th^ 
Doric columns give it an appeajrancp of gre^t mar 
jefty and fijrmixefs j perhaps too much of the latter* 
as, far as weight is .implied. The ftatues oxoixp 
pediment add a grace to the ftruilure, without ini- 
cumbering it. 

The Ranger's houfe has been lately altere4 ^n4 
enlarged, but has acquired no beauty by that means. 
The enormity of balcony, which wivirons it, loolqi 
like the outriggjers to ai> (ndiaii c^oe, to prevent i^ 
from overfetting. 

The fpe£hitor who walks along Piccadilly, and i^ 
occafionally delighted with the landfcape (een thro^gh 
the breaks in die park- wall, where iron railing ij} 
fubiftituted, will, at t^p ianie time, be inclined 49 
regret, that tjie wholp w^U is iiot d^plifti^i an^ 
^e railing xngde uniform throughout. 

^ Sorry I am that the (hops and yards of the ft^^ 
^i§§, in Picc^diljy, ^Qxid a judicious foreigner fuch 
fljl^rant opppjctunities to vraign and condemn owr 
taft^. Ai^giong ^ h^^l4red ftatues, yo^ iPuU hari^jf 
fee one even tolerable^ either in defign or execution ; 
nay, even the copies of the antique are fo mojOr 
ftroufly wretched, that one ca^ hardly g4ie& ^ 
their pj^ip^$. ^^ 

^ IwiU 
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' * I wiB not lay the blame of this proftitutipn of fc^ 
fine an art entirely on its profefTors ; no, I rather 
attribute it to the ignorarice and folly of die buyers^ 
who, being rcfolved to have ftatues in riieir gar- 
dens at all events, firft make a wrong choice, and 
then refolve to purchafe their follies as cheap as 
poflible. This puts the workman in a wrong tafte 
of defigning, and hafty and rude in finjfhing : hence 
excellency is never thought of, and the mafter, libc 
the highwayman in the Beggar's Opera, is happ'y 
when he has turne J his lead into goldr 

' I muft confefs, nothing is more amazing to me^ 
than the ignorance of our gentry in the polite arts, 
and in ftatuary particularly ; which is ib flagrant, 
that, among the vaft numbers of ftatues which are 
to be fceh in the gardens 6f this nation, ^t is almoft 
^ miracle if you find one good one. Neither are 
*we alone ignorant of the art itfelf, but even of the 
'tde of it too 5 for there are as few ftatues well fitu- 
Wed as chofen ; and too many have reafon to blufh 
both for the figure itfelf, and the end it was defigned 
to anfwer. '' ■ ' ^ 

J-. •« Nothing can be more plain, than "What ft- 
faifeant for decbratron fhbtild be beautiful in itfelf,. 
ind placed "with pt-opriety to6. * What excufe then 
can be made for the wretched thipgs which we fee 
crowded on the eye, that fliock, inftead of afford^ 
ing, entertainment. 

V In the firft place, therefore, a ftatue ftoutd be 
good in itfelf i in the next, it flvould be erefted ta 

advan- 
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r advantage ; ' and, Iz&lyy it fhould, in its own nature^ 
be fuited to the place. To complcat an area, end 

a vifta, adorn a fountain, or decorate a banqueting- 

houfe, or alcove, is the juft and natural ufe of 

, ftatues : liot to people a garden, and make a nuifance 

* of what ought to be a beauty. 

* Neither is ' every gok)d ftatue adopted to every 

'place : the equeftrian ftatue of a hero would fuit 
but ill with foothing falts of water, and all the foft- 
hefs of Italian luxury ; neither would the river-gods 

-become the hurry and pomp of a nobleman's court- 
yard. Common-fenfe, one would imagine, would 

'jpreferve us from abfurdities like thefe; and yet there 
are fo many proofs to the contrary, that we cannot 
be too fevere in our cenfiire, or take too much pains 
to bring about a reformation.' ,1 

From the Green-park we crofs the road, and 
enter Hyde*park. This is much more extenfive 
than both the others we have juft left, and it is in a 
•muth more de(blate ftat^. But the natural advan- 
tages of the place are^uch, that it never ^ails tolm- 
prcfs the imagination with tl certain fenfe of vaftnefs 
•andi ftiblimity. The extent of the open plaih has an 
eSe&i fimilar to that which is experienced by a tra- 
veller, when, by fome^ change of pofition, he is 
ifuddenly brought in fight of the fea. This plain is 
not lefs remarkable for elevatidn than extent. It 
commands a moft noble view,, is plea&ndy watered 
by the Serpentine-river, and, in ihort, poffefies 
« very beauty and convenience wl^ch might be re- 
quired 
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quire4 in t\^ fi|:i^tipf| of ^c royal pphce of ike 
Britiib kiiigs. It has often be^n ppmted out as a 
fpot adapted to ^€iy purpofe of magnifi^ejice aitfl 
bcaiuty. 

To the eafi of Hydp-.park ^rc Keafiggton-^inrdeBp^ 
belonging to the rbyal palace at Kenfington, T^i^ 
palace was the feat of the Lord Chancellor Finch, 
afterwards earl of Nottingham, and was pur chafed 
by William III. fmce which time it has been coa- 
iiderably enlarged. It is, indeed, fuperior to St. 
James's, but prodigioufly benea^ any idea w<5 might 
form of ji royaji palace. Th^ gardenss ar$, fipiple, 
elegant, and beautiful. They cppAft^ fof ^ m^ 
part, of noble graft walks, leading to fev^erai csnr* 
ters, the intermediate fpaces being vaf ipufly plained* 
The bafon of water before the palace is furroundf4 
with an amf^H theatre of trees, which rife above, each 
other, and produce a d^lightfid and ftril^og cSeStm^ 

B\it w it ;3 w ps^rt ftf Q^ rowt^ t© fory<«y th^fe 
garden?, w€ Qiall return into town by the gfitei ^ 
the ypppr ead of B^opl^-iltre^. 

< Groiyenor-^uare i^ pot ttie lail addition wbic^i 
^.^s b^en A^e ^ ijhe town, but d^e laft iti fituaitioni 
and ^s it is gen^^ly ijioderftpod to ^e the 6neft qf 
^11 QMr iS^ugr^, J am fbrry I bavp the oppwtupiiy tp 
fay, it has fo few advantages to.recomineiid itf and 
^at the pubUc are diipofed to iike tbefe few (o wrdL 
I have frequently ofafe^ved already, that magnificence 
fliould never be attfSmpted; it ought always to be 
perfe<% agd compleat^ or etfe the very ^y mocks 

the 
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the builder, and excites ridicule inftead of admira- 
tion. This is the cafe of Grofvenor-fquare. It 
was meant to be very fine, Sut has mifcarried very 
unfortunately in the execution. There is no har- 
mony or agreement ih the parts v^hich compofe it, 
neither is there one of thofe parts which can make 
us any thing amends for the irregularity of the whole. 
The triple houfe of the north fide is a wretched at- 
tempt at fomething extraordinary; but I hope not 
many people, befides the purchafefs, are deceived in 
their opinions of its merits; for it is not only bad 
in itfelf, but in its fituation too. Had it been in the 
center of the line, there would have been fome ex- 
cufe for the projeft; but as it is almoft in an ex- 
treme, there can be no plea remaining, unlefs the 
view of taking in fome young heir to buy it at a 
great rate, may be allowed one. 

* The eaft fide is the only regular one of the four, 
and isj undoubtedly, much the tnoft elegant for that 
reafort ; but then, even this is not in tafte ; and nei- 
ther the houfe in the middle, nor the two which 
ferve as wings, have any thing remarkable to re- 
corfimend them, though the builder feems to defign 
they {hould. The pediment over that in the mid- 
dle, particularly, is proportioned only to the breadth 
of that houfe, and hot the entire line, whereby it 
appears, that the artift fotgot his firft defign of mak- 
ing this the main body to the whole. 

' The other two fides are little better than a col- 
ki^on of wbimS and firolicks in building, without 

any 
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any thing like order or beauty, and therefore de- 
ferve no farther confideration. 

' As to the area in the naidft, it is certainly laid 
out in a very expenfive tafte, and kept with great 
decency and neatnefs. The making it circular is 
new in defign, and happy in tffcSt, The ftatue in 
the center makes a very good appearance in profpe6t, 
and is a fine decoration ; but in itfelf is no way ad- 
mirable, or deferving applaufe, 

* I have often wondered that, among the many fpa- 
cious areas of buildings which adorn this city, an 
oftangular one was never diought of. I am fully 
perfuaded, that it would make a nobler figure than 
any^ we have yet feen, and is capable of greater beau- . 
ties. It is to be obferved though, that I would not 
have it broke at the angles for the fake of the ftr^ets 
or entrances, becaufe they would fpoil the theatrical 
appearance of the whole: I would rather chufe to. 
have all thofe inlets under an arch, in the center of 
each particular fide 5 and if the fuperftru£hire was 
elevated proportionably, in a grand and noble ftyle, 
what was principally meant as a conveniency, would 
prove one of the moft magnificent ornaments in the 
world. 

* I would not be underftood here as recommend-: 
ing any farther additions to this mighty metropolis ; 
no, I am of opinion, the head is much too big for 
the body; and, therefore, its fardxer growth cannot 
be checked too foon: but this I leave to the deter- 
mination of wi^r heads than ihine/ 

Berkelcy-i 
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Berkeley-fquare is pleafantly fituated on the fide o£ 
a hill, and has a very chearful afpecl. The equeftri^ 
an ftatue in the middle is a confiderable ornament to 
the place, though poflefled of little merit. The 
eaft and weft fides of this fquare are well paved, and 
the buildings, though without much order, are of a 
reputable clafs. But the north fide is infamoufly the 
reverfe. Small irregular edifices, among which are an 
open fiflimonger's-ftall, and a lottery-office, con- 
tribute their mutual deformities to difgrace this fine- 
ly elevated fpot. Yet it is one ground for comfort, 
that the value of thefe ftru6lures will be fo much the, 
lefs an obftacle, if any of our nobility fliould chufe 
±0 purchafe the ground for building. The fouth 
fide is entirely taken up by Shelburne-houfe, but this 
auguft edifice, fo from adding grace to the fquare, 
can only be feen from thence in profile, and prefents 
to view, on that fide, an infignificant wall. The 
true point of view for this palace is from Hay-hill, 
whence the fight is intercepted only by a wall, which 
we muft do that juftice to the builder's tafte to con- 
■fefs, is no higher than was abfolutely neceflary. The 
houfe itfelf unites at onc^ the gay, the elegant, and 
the grand. 

^ We muft now pafs into Piccadilly, where we 
ftudl be entertained with a fight of the n>oft expen- 
five wall in England 5 I mean that before Burling- 
ton^-houfe. Nothing material can be objefted to it, 
^nd much may be faid in its praife. It is certain, 
the height is yvqnderfuUy well proportioned to the. 
; ' length. 
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length, and the decorations are both fimple and mag- 
nificent. The grand entrance is auguft and beau- 
tSful, and by covering the houfe entirely frotn the 
eye, gives pleafure andfurprize at the opening of 
the whole froitt, with the area before it, at once. If 
any thing can be found fault with in this ftrufture, 
it is, that the wall itfelf is not cxaflJy on. a line; 
that the columns of the gate are merely ornamen- 
tal, and fupport nothing at all; that the ruftick has 
not aH the propriety in the world for a palace; and 
that the mam body of the pile is hardly equal to the 
oiitfide. But thefe may be rather imaginations of 
mine, than real imperfedlions ; for which reafoi> I 
fubmit them to the confideration of wifer heads.* 

The fcreen bjefore Lord Melburne's appears dimi- 
nutive befide that of Burlington-houfe, but that is, 
in reality, a merit, according to the proverb, which 
jirefers the leaft of two evils. In faft, it is much 
Icfs calculated than the other to excite the ideas of 
murder and robbery in the paflengers, and is much 
lefe produdive of infult and danger to unprotefted 
females, who may pafs that way after dark. The 
pediment over the gate is heavy^ and the houfe de«» 
ferves neither cenfure nor praife. 

8t. James's-ftreet is much piore remarkable for 
the ttatufal advantages and beauty of the ground, 
than from any addition it has received from art. 
The houfe at die corner of Park-place is well pro- 
portioned, and has confiderable merit. The pa- 
bce-gate, notwithftandiiig its advantageous pofition 

at 
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at the end of this ftreet, has a very mean appear- 
ance* 

* There is nothing in the whde prodigious length 
of the two Bond-ftrects, or in any of the adjacent 
. places, though almoft all ere£led within our memo- 
ries, that is any thing worth our attention : fever^ 
little wretched attempts there are at foppery in 
building, but they are even too inconfiderable for 
cenfure. There is fomething particular in the 
nwinner of George-ftreet, which deferves our atten- 
tion ; it being laid out fo confiderably wider at the 
upper end, towards Hanover-fquare, that it quite 
reverfes the perfpe^ve, and fiiews Ae end of the 
vifta broader than the beginning ; which was caU 
culated to give a noble view of the fquare itfdf at 
the entrance, and a better profpeft down the ftreet 
from the other fide. Both ways the effects anfwers 
the intention, and we have only to lament, that the 
buildings themfelves are not more worthy this pains 
to (hew them to advantage. The weft fide of 
Hanover-lquare is uniform, argues a very tolerable 
tafte in the architect, and deferves a good deal of 
approbation ; but all the reft are intolerable, and 
deferve no attention at all. 

* The church of St. George's is, at leaft, one 6f 
the moft degant in London : the portico is ftately 
and auguft, the fteefde handfome and w^ propor- 
tioned, and the north and eaft proipcfts very wdl 
worth a fincere approbation ; but even this ftru£ture 
is no where to be feen but in profile, as mentioned 
K above. 
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above, though fituated in the very center of the 
Tifta that leads to Grofvenor-fquare ; and were it 
not for two or three intervening houfes, would be 
feen in the nobleft point of light in the world. In 
ibort, it would fill the eye quite from the other fide 
of that fquare in alHts perfection ; and I leave any 
one to judg^ to what fuperior advantage it would 
then appear, and how many more beauties it would 
add to the prolpedL 

< The late general Wade's houfe, in Cork-ftreet, 
h a ftrudure which, though fmall, is one of the 
beft things among the modern, or lately erefied, 
iniildings. The general defign, o»- plan, is pom- 
..pous and expenfive ; indeed, the whole houfe is one 
continued clufter of ooiamertt ; and yet there is no- 
.,body can fay there is too much, or that he <iefires 
to have any part remo\fed out of the way* Let me 
. add, it is the only fabric in miniature I ever faw, 
where decorations were perfieSly proportioiied to the 
(pace they were to fill^ and did not, bjr their multi- 
plicity, orfome other miftake, incumber the whole. 

* I can find no other fault with the late duke of 
C^eenfbury Vhoufe, in Vigo-lane^ but that it is 
badly fituated over agairffl a dead- wall, and in a 
Iftne that is tinwordiyof fo grand a building. To 
'vHhich we may add, that it wants wings, and muft 
ever do fo, bccaufe there is not room to makefo 
ii^eflary and gracefol an addition. 

• This fabric i^ evidently m the flylc of Imgo 
Jones, and not at all unworthy the fchoolofihat 

great 
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great mafter. A beautiful imitation is of abun-. 
dandy more value than a bad original ; and he that 
could copy excellencies fo well, could not want a 
great deal of his own.' 

Golden-fquare contains nothing deferving of at- 
tention. The buildings, like thofe of moft other 
fquares in town, arc fufficiently irregular ; and the 
oQsLgonsA area, which is encfofed by neat iron 
•raijing, is more neglefted than is ufual in thefe 
places of ornament. The ftatue in the center is 
bad, particularly die arm which holds the trun- 
cheon. And the coach pavement, near the railing, 
. exhibits very ofFenfive fymptoms of negleft. 

Leicefter-fquare, or, as it is commonly called, 
Lcicefter-fields, confifts of a pleafing inclofedgrafs- 
plat on the fide of an hill, which is ornamented with 
a noble equeftrian ftatue of George I. which for- 
merly ftood in the garden of the duke of Chandos, 
at Cannons. The avenues to this ftjuare are re- 
markably bad, and the houfes which ftirround it ^e 
rather mean, Leicefter-houfe, now Sir Alhton 
Lever's Mufeum, is a low plaiit building, worthy 
of lltdc eftimation, but from the curiofities it con- 
tains. But we beg Sir Afliton Lever's pardon, if 
we mifcall it by ufmg the name Mufeum. It was 
originally fo called; but the quackery of its pro- 
prietor induced him to Imagine, that the public 
would be more delighted, with the founding names 
of Olophufium, or Holophuiikon ; byboth whkh, 
if we miftake not, it has been fucccffively called. 
K 2 But 
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But not to comfdaln about litde things, which, 
diough they give pain to the man of delicacy, may 
have great influence with the gaping holiday vulgar; 
it muft be allowed that Sir Afliton's colleftion of 
fpecimens of natural hiftory is, at Icaft, equal to, if 
it docs not exceed, any other in the world. The 
man of fcience, who enters this delightful repofitory, 
may, perhaps, wiih the arrangement had been, in 
fome refpe&s, more claffical ; but the learned, and 
the unlearned, nmft concur in praifing the admi- 
rable effe£l which is produced, from the ftriking and 
extenflve view of the beauties of nature which are 
here diQ)layed. The proprietor has judicioufly cur- 
tailed fo much of the partitions, that we do not 
pafs from room to room, but through an extenfive 
and magnificent gallery. 

There are fixtecn apartments in which this col- 
le£Hon is depofited, befides the flair-cafe, and the 
out-.houfe where the elephant and zebra fland. 
Twelve of thefe are above, and four below. Each 
contains a variety of fubjefib, but is diftinguifhed 
by fome appellation, expref&ve either of the general 
ufe it is applied to, or of fome particularly ftriking 
objeft. The uCual mode of viewing them is as 
follows : 

(Above.) 

1 Stair-cafe, 

2 Native Foffil Rooro^, 

3 Extraneous ditto, 

4 Sh^lRoom, 

5 Argus 
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5 Argus Pheafant Room, 

6 Ink Ay or Hippopotamus Rooni, 

7 Antique Room, 

8 Buftard Room, 

9 Peacock Pheafant Room, 

10 Reptile Room, 

1 1 Filhing Coral Room, 

12 Monkey Room, 

13 Oftrich Room, 

(Bblow.) 

14 Wardrote Room, 

15 Otaheite Room^ 
i^ Club Room, 

17 Sandwich Ifiands Room. 

Thie following is a very curfory and gieneral ac* 
count of each of tfaefe, a particular one perhaps will 
never be given. 

I. Around the Stair-cafe ire diiperfed various wea- 
pons of war, of different nations, chiefly Eaftern 
and European, fkins of ferpents, horns, bones, 
teeth, and heads of animals, (harks jaws, an ele- 
][^nt's tufh, weight one hundred and thirteen 
pounds, manati, crocodile, and fea-lionefs, &c. &c. 
Among thefe are the following curious articles : 

The foflil head and horns of an animal faid to be 
a fpecies of the elk or moofe deer, that is now ex- 
tinft, dug from the bogs of Ireland, where they are 
very conuxion. The weight and fize of fhcfe, but 
more particularly of fome others that have been 
found, h fo prodigious, that confidering the form 
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©f the animal that was to carry them, his height 
muft have been exceffive. Not lefs, as Pennant 
allows, if we judge by analogy, than twelve feet. 

The head and tufhes of a Norwal whalc^ from 
Greenland. It is now fuppofed by naturalifts, that 
it was the head of this animal, which is ufuaily 
found with only one tufli, and which is very long 
and (piral, that has given birth to the fabulous uni- 
corn, or that has at leaft occafioned many modern 
writers to credit the ancient fables ttoncerning that 
animal. The head here fpoken of, has both the 
tuflies in great prefervation, and is the only one 
known at prefent in any cabinet or mufeum. 

The manati, a largp, docile, amphibious animal, 
that inhabits the rivers of Africa and South Ame- 
rica, The following remarkable tale of one of this 
fpecies, is taken from the laft edition of Pennant's . 
hiilory of quadr upedes. " I fliall conclude this ac- 
count, with the foUowing.extraordinaryhiftory of a 
tanie manati, prcferved by a certain Prince of Hif- . 
paniola, at the time of the arrival of the Spaniards, 
in a lake adjoining to his refylence. It, was on ac- 
count of the gentlenefs of its nature called. in the 
language of the country, matum. It would appear 
as foon as it was called by any of its familiars, for it 
hated the Spaniards on account of an injury it had. 
received from one of thofe adventurers. The fable, 
of Arion was here realized. It would offer itfelf to 
the Indian favourites, and carry over ten at a time, 
fmging and playing on its back. It was particularly 

ena- 
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enamoured of one youth, which reminds m^ of the 
claflical parallel in the Dolphin of Hippo, fo beaa-% 
tifuUy related by the younger Pliny, The fates o£ 
the two animals were very diiFerent 5 Matum efcaped 
to his native waters, by means of a violent flood ; 
the Hipponenfian fifb fell afacrificeto the poverty of 
the retired colonifts.'* ^ This ftory was originally 
extracted from Peter Martyr's decades of the Indies. 
The curious workmanfhip of the fwords, (hields,: 
&c. difperfed around, fill the mind with ideas of the 
great ingenuity and Lnduftry of man. , 

2. The firft room you enter is the native Foffil 
Room, confifting of foflils below and birds above, all' 
in glafs cafes, as are almoft all the fubje£U of every 
clafs, and in every room, which muft have been a 
very h€avy article of expencc to the proprietor. The 
folfils are fpars, ores, ftones, pebbles, chryftal mun- . 
die, &c. in moft of which England abounds, and. 
which occafions the learned foreigners who vifit our 
mufeums to behold them with rapture and afto- 
nifhifient. 

As this room is the beginning of the birds, which- 
are difperfed through almoft every room above ftair^s, 
it is necelTary here to obferve, that they are fo nu- 
merous, are in fuch fine prefervation, and by their^ 
infinitely variegated and beautiful plumage, produce 
fuch a charming' efFetS, that nothing but aitujol in- 
fpedlion can give any adequate idea of the pleafure/ 
and furprize the mind receives at the view. The 
occafiooal mention of a few as we proceed^ muft not 
K 4 therefoi'e 
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therefore make the reader fuppofe, that thofe are the 
only ones worthy notice. The obfervcr hardly 
knows where to reft, or which to feled. The 
cxaA number is not known^ but it is fuppofed there 
arc five thoufand birdis, from all countries, and above 
ftxteen hundred di8erent fpecies. 

Among many others, tHere are in this room the 
jbinoceros bird, fo called froffi the large and hor- 
jufied configuration of its beak, and pied pea-hen, 
which, at eleven years cJd, put forth die plumage 
of a cock. 

3^ The next? is the extraneous FoflU Room, con- 
taining, as the former, birds and cxtraneot» foflHs. 
Among the birds are the African flamingo, hum- 
ming bird, king bird ot paradife, pelican^^ &e. &e» 
Sec. The pelican is^ a water fowl, preys -on fiflr, 
and is remarkable for a bag or bladder under his 
throat, in which, after driving the fmall fry in fhoals- 
before it, into fome hole convenient for feizing 
them, it depofits a number of them, which it de- 
vours at leifure, or carries to its young, which it 
ffeeds, by bending its neck, preflfoig the bag againft 
its breaft, and forcing the fifh out. This gave rife 
to the ancient faHe of die pelican's pecking its 
breaft, and feeding its young with its own entrails. 

The extraneous fbfSls are faid to be one of the 
firfl coUeftions in the world, and confift of woods, 
plants, bones, bivahre-lhells, horns, entrochi, echini 
in chalk and flint, bdemhites, pediculi, teeth and 
palates of fifh, n^uticuli, &c. &c. &c.^all which are 
- ** ' t none 
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n6nc of them mineral produfkions, but by fome 
great revolution in the fyftem of the earth have been 
buried in it, and laid there for ages. 

4. The Shell Room contains birds, and a moft 
beautiful colleftion and arrangement of cawries, fea 
-^ggs, clamps, muffels, limpets, cockles, harps, 
mufics, fpikes, mitres, fhails, fpirals, dippers, olives, 
liveries, figs, turnips, barnacles, funs, conchs, tuns, 
trumpets, helmets, and numerous other ihells, 
Likewife, the bird of paradife, filver pheafant from 
China, cormorant, &c. &c. &c» and a brood of 
partridges, confifting of the cock, the hen, feventeen 
chickens, and two eggs, in the utmoft perfeftion of 
prefervation* 

5. The Argus Pheafant Room contains birdsy 
beafts, and feveral cafes of Italian, German, and 
Briftol marble, granite, &c. and fome beautifully 
manufa<£lyred fluors of Derbyfliire. 

Among numerous other birds, are the peacock, 
pea-hen, Jamaica flamingo, vulture from Gibraltar, 
large <?ockatoo, non-defcript hawk, fwan, male 
and female eagle, v/hite pea-fowl, Guinea fowl, 
demoifelle of Numidia, zebra bird, curafib, &c. &c, 
&c. with a bird newly inferted, called the argus 
pheafant, from Pekin in China, very remarkable 
for the beauty of its plumage, and the elegance and 
majefty of its form. 

The beafts confifts of— the large Greenland bear, 
royal tiger, leopard, Perfian cat, Perfian lynx, Mex- 
ican hog, beaver, otter, badger, martin, fulimart, 
K 5 opoffum, 
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opoflam, &c. &c. ice. and the ichneumon, a fpecics 
of weefel, formerly worihipped by the Egyptians,, 
on account of its ufe and friendly dl^fition to man. 
It is the mortal enemy of that moft fatal of ferpents, 
the naja, which it attacks without <iread, and {hould 
it receive a wound in the combat, is laid to retire 
inftantly to eat a certain herb, which is an anti<)ote 
to poifon J after which it returns to the attack, and 
feldom fails of viftory. Rumphius obferves with 
what (kill it feizes a ferpent by the throat, fo as to 
avoid receiving any injury; and Lucan beautifully 
defcribcs the addrefs of this animal, in conq^uering 
the Egyptian afp, thus tranflated by Rawe» 



** Thus oft th' ichneumon on the banks of NiJe-,, 
Invades the deadly afpic by a wile ; 
W^'hile artfully his flender tail is play'd^ 
The ferpent darts upon the dancing (hade ; 
Then turning on the foe with fwift furpriie. 
Full on the throat the nimble feizer flies. 
The gafping fnake expires beneath the woundji 
His guihing jaws with poifonous floods abound, 
And (bed the fruitlefe mifchief on the ground. 



This animal is domefticated botli ia India ani 
Egypt; it becomes very tame, and is more ufefut 
than a cat- in deftroying rats and mice ; it likewifa 
digs the eggs of crocodiles from the fands, and de- 
flroys them. Vide Pennant's Hiilory of Quadru- 
pedes. 

The 



d by Google 



LONDON, 203 

The four rooms defcribed above are in front, and 
though not more curious thaa the fucceeding, have ' 
the fineft e&<9: oa the eye. 

6^ You then turn on the right, and enter the • 
Infedl or Hippopotamus Room, where you find — a 
young hippopotamus, and a young African rhrno- 
ceros, two animds remarkable, when full grown, 
for bulk and ftrength, as well- as form ;: oIA Hedor 
from the Tower ; jQ^moife, a kind of goat,, from ' 
the hide of T^hich is made fhambife, pr fl>ammy 
leather — Armadillo, flying fquirrel from the Eaft- 
Indies, porcupine, tail-lefs maucau, petril-nofed-bat, 
the great d'nt-eater from Soudi America, ananimaB 
abnoft as large, and fomething like the brown bear, 
tlftat Jives entirely on^ ants, which it catches by the 
affiftance of a {harp oblong nofr, and an exceed- 
ingly long glutinous tongue. The fpecimen here- 
preferved is very valuable, on account of its fize and: 
fcarcity, with many other s^ 

The infe(£t clafs contains fome beautiful ca(es of 
butterflies, moths, fcorpions, beetles, grafshoppers,. 
tarantula, fpiders,. locufts, &c. &c.. 

7, In the Antique Room are various f^cimens 
of Roman, Perfian, German, Old Englilh^ &c. an- 
tiques in iron^ brafs, and pottery ; together with a 
bofs buffalo, an Angora goat, and a few other beads ;: 
and a remarkably fine Roman font, or bafin of 
earthern ware, on which is painted a reprefentation^ 
of a fea engagement, and various emblematicaL 
figures confonant to the fubje£l.. 

K 6 8. The 
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8. The Buftard Room is diftinguifhable for a 
large cock buftard from Norfolk, that weighed 
twenty-nine pounds. Tte throat of the buftard 
coptains a kind of bag (here extraftcd and preferred) 
which naturalifts do not feem. to have determined 
the ufe of, though the bird ia a native. There is 
alfo the penguin, from Falkland's ifland, whfch rc- 
fcmbles a fiih^ almoft as much as a biid^ the velvet 
(houldered peacock from Japan,; American man of 
war birds, cuihew bird, crown bird from Africa, 
golden bird of paradiie, ydlow and fcarlet breafted 
touchan from South America, ipoon bill^ various 
eagles, falcons, hawks, owls, &c. &c. j^c* 

9. -The Peacock Pheaftnt Room is a contimiation 
of birds, and contains the peacock pheaiant from 
China, a bird of beautiful plumage ; the caiTowary 
from Java, remarkable for being large and ugly, 
with exceffively ftrong l^s and feet, wings fhort, 
quills of the porcupine kind, and feathers that look 
like the hair of be^rs. Likiewife, the albatrofs, from 
the Cape of Good Hope, confpicuous too for its* 
fize ; which, when it fpreads its wings, muft look 
prodigious, they being thirteen feet from tip to tip. 
And the crowned African crane, the Cyrus crane, 
from Bengal, the gcJden phea&nt, the ring pheafknt, 
and the mandarine duck, all from China, and all 
remarkable for beauty of ftiape and plumage, the 
American fcarlet curlew, the golden eagle, eagle 
owl, great crowned Indian pigeon, &c. &c, &c. 

I 

10. The 
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10. The Reptile Room contains, among marty 
other fine fpecimens, the rattle-fnakc, polypus, bull 
fiiog, torpedo, camelion, guana, lizards, ferpents, 
fnakes, &c. ice. &c. 

11. In the Fifli and Coral Room are the wolf- 
fifli, frog-fifli, monk-filh, needle-fifh,^ porcupinc- 
fiih, toad<-fiib, file and variegated file-fifli, faw-fifli, 
dolphin, ele£farical eel, fpider crab, grampus, fcarlet 
gurnard, remora, &c. &c. &c. with great variety of 
corals. 

I2» The Monkey Room is filled with a fine col- 
le^onof the various fpecies of that animal, among 
which are a young male and female orangoutang, 
cbnfpicuous for their difgufting and diftorted rcfem- 
blance to the human form 5 the large Afincan baboon, 
the long armed monkey, the dog faced monkey, 
the filky or lion monkey, from Brafil, &c. &c.. 
&c. 

1 3. The fubje6ls in the Oftrich Room are mif- 
cellaneous. They confift of mufical inftruments, 
tobacco pipes, &c. from China and the Eaft-Indies ; 
fpecimens of (hells, woods, and birds eggs j manu- 
fcripts written by perfons born without hands or 
feet 5 the male and female oftrich egg and young j 
fome few cafes of birds ; and the paintii^ of a moft 
remarkable horfe, with a manufcript account of him, 
extraSed from a book written by George Simon 
Winter, and'printed at Nuremburg, 1687, of which 
the following is a traiifcript, 

« This 
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♦' This horfe was a fine fnow white {lallion, out 
of the ftud of the old Count of Oldenburg. The 
Count gave him to the Landgrave of Heile Caflel. 
He was kept in the ftables of the landgrave twenty 
years, where he died. He was a horfe of a fine 
tgrm and movement, his mane was in feveral part9> 
three, four, and four and a half ells long, but the 
hair of his tail was feven, eight, and even nine ells 
long. (An ell is near two Englifli feet.) I have 
federal fuch hairs now in my pofl'effion^ which, by , 
the order of the upper mailer of tl)e horfe, were 
brought me by the groom, George Benden, wha 
had for a long time the care of tiiis horfe. The 
above-mentioned upper mailer of the horfe, when he 
was a page at courts often rode him in the riding 
fchool, as he told me himfelf. The mane and tail 
were kept very clean in the ftable, and enclofed in a 
leathern bag, and he was thus brought into the 
riding fchool. But wheii the landgrave rode him, 
the mane and tail were in a red velvet bag; but if> 
the bags were not ufed, then the fervant carried the 
mane in his hand, and two otlur feivawts fupported 
the tail." 

The oflxi<»h in this room ftands near feven feet 
high, and when alive could have extended himfelf to . 
almoft nine. There are a pair of humming birds 
put in the fame cafe, by way of contraft, the 
one being the leaft, and the otbpr the biggcft of 
birds.. 

14. Front 
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14. From hence the fpe6btors return and defccnd 
into the Rooms below, the firft of which is the 
wardrobe, where are depofited drefles of various na- 
tions, men's and women's j ladies (hoes from China, 
flippers, Perfian, Turkifli, &c. &c. and Oliver 
Cromwell'^ armour and part of his drefs, which, 
.denote him to have been both a very large and 
ftrong man. 

15. The next is the Otaheite Room, where are 
numerous drefies, ornaments, idols, domeftic uten- 
fils, &c. of the people in the newly-difcovered 
iflands, which^ to an acStive imagination, convey a 
forcible idea of them and their mamiers. 

16. In the Club Room are th^ warlike weapons 
of the feveral favage nations of America. The 
clubs are many of them curioufly carved, and fome 
require prodigious flrength to be able to wield with 
agility. 

17. The Sandwich Iflands Room is a continu- 
ation of the fubjeits \n the Otaheite Room, being 
full of curious Indian drefTes, idols, ornaments^ 
bows, &c. &c. &c. which exprefe very ftrongly the 
character of the people. 

Befides thefe, there are in an out-houfe, a full 
grown elephaltt and the zebra, which, when alive^ 
belonged to her Majefty. 

Thofe who have feen the Holophuficon, muft 
have very dull faculties indeed, if they do not retaia 
a lively impreflion of the pleafure they received. 

a The 
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'fhe endlefs variety difplayed in the beautifiil 
phimage of the birds, and th6 fpafkling colours re- 
flfe£ted from the {hells, fpars, ores, &c. &c. their 
feveral properties, manners, and difpofitJons ; the 
ferocious ftare "of animals terrible tcf man, tut here 
deprived of the power of harm, and fubmitted to the 
eager infpeaion of ctiriofity j the malevolent afpeft 
of the reptile race, that makes the beliolder, on 
feeing himfdf furrounded by them, happy to recol- 
Icft they are dead j thefc all confpire to imprefs the 
niind with a convi£llon of the reality' of things, 
which he had till then almoft held vifionary. They 
fill him with a majeftic awe for the power of bones 
and claws, and a ftill greater reverence for his own 
wit, that has taught him to fubdue them. He 
looks at lions, leopards, bears, tigers, and that 
moft enormousr of all reptiles, the crocodik ; and 
meditates on the horrid depredations committed by 
them, arid' their anccftors. As he proceeds, die 
obje<Sh before him make his aftive fancy travel from 
pole to pole ■ through torrid and through frigid* 
zones. He beholds the mannets of men in the 
forms of their habits ; he fees the Indian rejoiced 
at, and dancing to the monotonous found of his 
tbm, toni ; he fighs to recolleft the prevalent 
power of fear and fuperftition over thfe human 
mind, when he views the rude deformity of an idol 
carved with a flint, by a hand incapable of imi- 
tating the outline of nature, and that works only 

that 
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that it may worfhip. In fhort, he looks at the vaft 
Volumes of adtual informations, that every where 
furround him, and is undetermined where to begin, 
or on which to fix his attention moft. Such at 
leaft were the fenfations experienced by the writer 
of the prefent account, and fuch he thought it his 
duty to convey, as far as his plan and abilities per- 
mit, to his readers* 
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